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and becomes entitled to benefits, the 
benefits of other persons entitled to 
benefits with respect to the same 
miner, are adjusted downward, if nec-
essary, so that no more than the per-
missible amount of benefits (the max-
imum amount for the number of bene-
ficiaries involved) will be paid. 

§ 725.538 Reductions; effect of aug-
mentation of benefits based on sub-
sequent qualification of individual. 

(a) Ordinarily, a written request that 
the benefits of a miner or surviving 
spouse be augmented on account of a 
qualified dependent is made as part of 
the claim for benefits. However, it may 
also be made thereafter. 

(b) In the latter case, beginning with 
the month in which such a request is 
filed on account of a particular depend-
ent and in which such dependent quali-
fies for augmentation purposes under 
this part, the augmented benefits at-
tributable to other qualified depend-
ents (with respect to the same miner or 
surviving spouse), if any, are adjusted 
downward, if necessary, so that the 
permissible amount of augmented ben-
efits (the maximum amount for the 
number of dependents involved) will 
not be exceeded. 

(c) Where, based on the entitlement 
to benefits of a miner or surviving 
spouse, a dependent would have quali-
fied for augmentation purposes for a 
prior month of such miner’s or sur-
viving spouse’s entitlement had such 
request been filed in such prior month, 
such request is effective for such prior 
month. For any month before the 
month of filing such request, however, 
otherwise correct benefits previously 
certified by the Office may not be 
changed. Rather the amount of the 
augmented benefit attributable to the 
dependent filing such request in the 
later month is reduced for each month 
of the retroactive period to the extent 
that may be necessary. This means 
that for each month of the retroactive 
period, the amount payable to the de-
pendent filing the later augmentation 
request is the difference, if any, be-
tween: 

(1) The total amount of augmented 
benefits certified for payment for other 
dependents for that month, and 

(2) The permissible amount of aug-
mented benefits (the maximum amount 
for the number of dependents involved) 
payable for the month for all depend-
ents, including the dependent filing 
later. 

§ 725.539 More than one reduction 
event. 

If a reduction for receipt of State or 
Federal benefits and a reduction on ac-
count of excess earnings are chargeable 
to the same month, the benefit for such 
month is first reduced (but not below 
zero) by the amount of the State or 
Federal benefits, and the remainder of 
the benefit for such month, if any, is 
then reduced (but not below zero) by 
the amount of excess earnings charge-
able to such month. 

OVERPAYMENTS; UNDERPAYMENTS 

§ 725.540 Overpayments. 
(a) General. As used in this subpart, 

the term ‘‘overpayment’’ includes: 
(1) Payment where no amount is pay-

able under this part; 
(2) Payment in excess of the amount 

payable under this part; 
(3) A payment under this part which 

has not been reduced by the amounts 
required by the Act (see § 725.533); 

(4) A payment under this part made 
to a resident of a State whose residents 
are not entitled to benefits (see 
§§ 725.402 and 725.403); 

(5) Payment resulting from failure to 
terminate benefits to an individual no 
longer entitled thereto; 

(6) Duplicate benefits paid to a claim-
ant on account of concurrent eligi-
bility under this part and parts 410 or 
727 (see § 725.4(d)) of this title or as pro-
vided in § 725.309. 

(b) Overpaid beneficiary is living. If the 
beneficiary to whom an overpayment 
was made is living at the time of a de-
termination of such overpayment, is 
entitled to benefits at the time of the 
overpayment, or at any time thereafter 
becomes so entitled, no benefit for any 
month is payable to such individual, 
except as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section, until an amount equal to 
the amount of the overpayment has 
been withheld or refunded. 

(c) Adjustment by withholding part of a 
monthly benefit. Adjustment under 
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