
55 

Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 803.18 

voluntary MEDWATCH 3500 form and 
instructions to complete it at http:// 
www.fda.gov/medwatch/getforms.htm. 

[70 FR 9519, July 13, 2005, as amended at 71 
FR 1488, Jan. 10, 2006; 75 FR 32659, June 9, 
2010] 

§ 803.13 Do I need to submit reports in 
English? 

(a) Yes. You must submit all written 
or electronic equivalent reports re-
quired by this part in English. 

(b) If you submit any reports re-
quired by this part in an electronic me-
dium, that submission must be done in 
accordance with § 803.14. 

§ 803.14 How do I submit a report elec-
tronically? 

(a) You may electronically submit 
any report required by this part if you 
have our prior written consent. We 
may revoke this consent at anytime. 
Electronic report submissions include 
alternative reporting media (magnetic 
tape, disc, etc.) and computer-to-com-
puter communication. 

(b) If your electronic report meets 
electronic reporting standards, guid-
ance documents, or other MDR report-
ing procedures that we have developed, 
you may submit the report electroni-
cally without receiving our prior writ-
ten consent. 

§ 803.15 How will I know if you require 
more information about my medical 
device report? 

(a) We will notify you in writing if we 
require additional information and will 
tell you what information we need. We 
will require additional information if 
we determine that protection of the 
public health requires additional or 
clarifying information for medical de-
vice reports submitted to us and in 
cases when the additional information 
is beyond the scope of FDA reporting 
forms or is not readily accessible to us. 

(b) In any request under this section, 
we will state the reason or purpose for 
the information request, specify the 
due date for submitting the informa-
tion, and clearly identify the reported 
event(s) related to our request. If we 
verbally request additional informa-
tion, we will confirm the request in 
writing. 

§ 803.16 When I submit a report, does 
the information in my report con-
stitute an admission that the device 
caused or contributed to the report-
able event? 

No. A report or other information 
submitted by you, and our release of 
that report or information, is not nec-
essarily an admission that the device, 
or you or your employees, caused or 
contributed to the reportable event. 
You do not have to admit and may 
deny that the report or information 
submitted under this part constitutes 
an admission that the device, you, or 
your employees, caused or contributed 
to a reportable event. 

§ 803.17 What are the requirements for 
developing, maintaining, and imple-
menting written MDR procedures 
that apply to me? 

If you are a user facility, importer, 
or manufacturer, you must develop, 
maintain, and implement written MDR 
procedures for the following: 

(a) Internal systems that provide for: 
(1) Timely and effective identifica-

tion, communication, and evaluation of 
events that may be subject to MDR re-
quirements; 

(2) A standardized review process or 
procedure for determining when an 
event meets the criteria for reporting 
under this part; and 

(3) Timely transmission of complete 
medical device reports to manufactur-
ers or to us, or to both if required. 

(b) Documentation and record-
keeping requirements for: 

(1) Information that was evaluated to 
determine if an event was reportable; 

(2) All medical device reports and in-
formation submitted to manufacturers 
and/or us; 

(3) Any information that was evalu-
ated for the purpose of preparing the 
submission of annual reports; and 

(4) Systems that ensure access to in-
formation that facilitates timely fol-
lowup and inspection by us. 

§ 803.18 What are the requirements for 
establishing and maintaining MDR 
files or records that apply to me? 

(a) If you are a user facility, im-
porter, or manufacturer, you must es-
tablish and maintain MDR event files. 
You must clearly identify all MDR 
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event files and maintain them to facili-
tate timely access. 

(b)(1) For purposes of this part, 
‘‘MDR event files’’ are written or elec-
tronic files maintained by user facili-
ties, importers, and manufacturers. 
MDR event files may incorporate ref-
erences to other information (e.g., 
medical records, patient files, engi-
neering reports), in lieu of copying and 
maintaining duplicates in this file. 
Your MDR event files must contain: 

(i) Information in your possession or 
references to information related to 
the adverse event, including all docu-
mentation of your deliberations and 
decisionmaking processes used to de-
termine if a device-related death, seri-
ous injury, or malfunction was or was 
not reportable under this part; and 

(ii) Copies of all MDR forms, as re-
quired by this part, and other informa-
tion related to the event that you sub-
mitted to us and other entities such as 
an importer, distributor, or manufac-
turer. 

(2) If you are a user facility, im-
porter, or manufacturer, you must per-
mit any authorized FDA employee, at 
all reasonable times, to access, to copy, 
and to verify the records required by 
this part. 

(c) If you are a user facility, you 
must retain an MDR event file relating 
to an adverse event for a period of 2 
years from the date of the event. If you 
are a manufacturer or importer, you 
must retain an MDR event file relating 
to an adverse event for a period of 2 
years from the date of the event or a 
period of time equivalent to the ex-
pected life of the device, whichever is 
greater. If the device is no longer dis-
tributed, you still must maintain MDR 
event files for the time periods de-
scribed in this paragraph. 

(d)(1) If you are a device distributor, 
you must establish and maintain de-
vice complaint records (files). Your 
records must contain any incident in-
formation, including any written, elec-
tronic, or oral communication, either 
received or generated by you, that al-
leges deficiencies related to the iden-
tity (e.g., labeling), quality, durability, 
reliability, safety, effectiveness, or per-
formance of a device. You must also 
maintain information about your eval-
uation of the allegations, if any, in the 

incident record. You must clearly iden-
tify the records as device incident 
records and file these records by device 
name. You may maintain these records 
in written or electronic format. You 
must back up any file maintained in 
electronic format. 

(2) You must retain copies of the re-
quired device incident records for a pe-
riod of 2 years from the date of inclu-
sion of the record in the file or for a pe-
riod of time equivalent to the expected 
life of the device, whichever is greater. 
You must maintain copies of these 
records for this period even if you no 
longer distribute the device. 

(3) You must maintain the device 
complaint files established under this 
section at your principal business es-
tablishment. If you are also a manufac-
turer, you may maintain the file at the 
same location as you maintain your 
complaint file under part 820 of this 
chapter. You must permit any author-
ized FDA employee, at all reasonable 
times, to access, to copy, and to verify 
the records required by this part. 

(e) If you are a manufacturer, you 
may maintain MDR event files as part 
of your complaint file, under part 820 of 
this chapter, if you prominently iden-
tify these records as MDR reportable 
events. We will not consider your sub-
mitted MDR report to comply with this 
part unless you evaluate an event in 
accordance with the quality system re-
quirements described in part 820 of this 
chapter. You must document and main-
tain in your MDR event files an expla-
nation of why you did not submit or 
could not obtain any information re-
quired by this part, as well as the re-
sults of your evaluation of each event. 

§ 803.19 Are there exemptions, 
variances, or alternative forms of 
adverse event reporting require-
ments? 

(a) We exempt the following persons 
from the adverse event reporting re-
quirements in this part: 

(1) A licensed practitioner who pre-
scribes or administers devices intended 
for use in humans and manufactures or 
imports devices solely for use in diag-
nosing and treating persons with whom 
the practitioner has a ‘‘physician-pa-
tient’’ relationship; 
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