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required to execute the application in 
person before a person authorized to 
administer oaths for passport purposes. 
The execution fee is collected at the 
time of application and is not refund-
able (see § 51.55). When execution serv-
ices are provided by an official of a 
State or local government or of the 
United States Postal Service (USPS), 
the State or local government or USPS 
may retain the fee if authorized to do 
so by the Department. 

(c) A fee for expedited passport proc-
essing, if applicable (see § 51.56). 

(d) A surcharge in the amount of 
twenty-two dollars ($22) on the filing of 
each application for a passport book, in 
the amount of twenty-two dollars ($22) 
on the filing of each application for a 
passport card for an applicant age 16 or 
over, and in the amount of fifteen dol-
lars ($15) on the filing of each applica-
tion for a passport card for an appli-
cant under age 16, in order to cover the 
costs of meeting the increased demand 
for passports as a result of actions 
taken to comply with section 7209(b) of 
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act of 2004, Public Law 108– 
458 (8 U.S.C. 1185 note). The surcharge 
will be recovered by the Department of 
State from within the passport applica-
tion fee reflected in the Schedule of 
Fees for Consular Services. 

(e) An ‘‘enhanced border security’’ 
surcharge on the filing of each applica-
tion for a regular passport in an 
amount set administratively by the 
Department and published in the 
Schedule of Fees for Consular Services. 

(f) Any other fee that the Depart-
ment is authorized or required by law 
to charge for passport services. 

(g) The foregoing fees are applicable 
regardless of the validity period of the 
passport. 

[72 FR 64931, Nov. 19, 2007; 73 FR 5435, Jan. 30, 
2008, as amended at 75 FR 36535, June 28, 2010] 

§ 51.52 Exemption from payment of 
passport fees. 

(a) A person who is exempt from the 
payment of passport fees under this 
section may obtain a passport book 
only for no charge. A passport card will 
not be issued for no charge to the indi-
viduals exempt from the payment of 
passport fees under this section. 

(b) The following persons are exempt 
from payment of passport fees except 
for the passport execution fee, unless 
their applications are executed before a 
federal official, in which case they are 
also exempt from payment of the pass-
port execution fee: 

(1) An officer or employee of the 
United States traveling on official 
business and the members of his or her 
immediate family. The applicant must 
submit evidence of the official purpose 
of the travel and, if applicable, author-
ization for the members of his or her 
immediate family to accompany or re-
side with him or her abroad. 

(2) An American seaman who requires 
a passport in connection with his or 
her duties aboard a United States flag 
vessel. 

(3) A widow, widower, child, parent, 
brother or sister of a deceased member 
of the United States Armed Forces pro-
ceeding abroad to visit the grave of 
such service member or to attend a fu-
neral or memorial service for such 
member. 

(4) Other persons whom the Depart-
ment determines should be exempt 
from payment of passport fees for com-
pelling circumstances, pursuant to 
guidance issued by the Department; or 

(5) Other categories of persons ex-
empted by law. 

[72 FR 74173, Dec. 31, 2007] 

§ 51.53 Refunds. 
(a) The Department will refund the 

passport application fee and the secu-
rity surcharge to any person exempt 
from payment of passport fees under 22 
CFR 51.52 from whom the fee was erro-
neously collected. 

(b) The Department will refund an 
expedited passport processing fee if the 
Department fails to provide expedited 
passport processing as provided in 22 
CFR 51.56. 

(c) For procedures on refunds of $5.00 
or less, see 22 CFR 22.6(b). 

§ 51.54 Replacement passports without 
payment of applicable fees. 

A passport issuing office may issue a 
replacement passport for the following 
reasons without payment of applicable 
fees: 

(a) To correct an error or rectify a 
mistake of the Department; 
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(b) When the bearer has changed his 
or her name or other personal identi-
fier listed on the data page of the pass-
port, and applies for a replacement 
passport within one year of the date of 
the passport’s original issuance. 

(c) When the bearer of an emergency 
full fee passport issued for a limited 
validity period applies for a full valid-
ity passport within one year of the 
date of the passport’s original issuance. 

(d) When a passport is retained by 
U.S. law enforcement or judiciary for 
evidentiary purposes and the bearer is 
still eligible to have a passport. 

(e) When a passport is issued to re-
place a passport with a failed elec-
tronic chip for the balance of the origi-
nal validity period. 

§ 51.55 Execution fee not refundable. 

The fee for the execution of a pass-
port application is not refundable. 

§ 51.56 Expedited passport processing. 

(a) Within the United States, an ap-
plicant for passport service (including 
issuance, replacement or the addition 
of visa pages) may request expedited 
processing. The Department may de-
cline to accept the request. 

(b) Expedited passport processing 
shall mean completing processing 
within the number of business days 
published on the Department’s Web 
site, http://www.travel.state.gov, com-
mencing when the application reaches 
a Passport Agency or, if the applica-
tion is already with a Passport Agency, 
commencing when the request for expe-
dited processing is approved. The proc-
essing will be considered completed 
when the passport is ready to be picked 
up by the applicant or is mailed to the 
applicant, or a letter of passport denial 
is transmitted to the applicant. 

(c) A fee is charged for expedited 
passport processing (see 22 CFR 
51.51(c)). The fee does not cover any 
costs of mailing above the normal level 
of service regularly provided by the De-
partment. The cost of expedited mail-
ing must be paid by the applicant. 

(d) The Department will not charge 
the fee for expedited passport proc-
essing if the Department’s error, mis-

take or delay caused the need for expe-
dited processing. 

[72 FR 64931, Nov. 19, 2007, as amended at 74 
FR 47727, Sept. 17, 2009] 

Subpart E—Denial, Revocation, 
and Restriction of Passports 

§ 51.60 Denial and restriction of pass-
ports. 

(a) The Department may not issue a 
passport, except a passport for direct 
return to the United States, in any 
case in which the Department deter-
mines or is informed by competent au-
thority that: 

(1) The applicant is in default on a 
loan received from the United States 
under 22 U.S.C. 2671(b)(2)(B) for the re-
patriation of the applicant and, where 
applicable, the applicant’s spouse, 
minor child(ren), and/or other imme-
diate family members, from a foreign 
country (see 22 U.S.C. 2671(d)); or 

(2) The applicant has been certified 
by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services as notified by a state agency 
under 42 U.S.C. 652(k) to be in arrears 
of child support in an amount deter-
mined by statute. 

(b) The Department may refuse to 
issue a passport in any case in which 
the Department determines or is in-
formed by competent authority that: 

(1) The applicant is the subject of an 
outstanding Federal warrant of arrest 
for a felony, including a warrant issued 
under the Federal Fugitive Felon Act 
(18 U.S.C. 1073); or 

(2) The applicant is subject to a 
criminal court order, condition of pro-
bation, or condition of parole, any of 
which forbids departure from the 
United States and the violation of 
which could result in the issuance of a 
Federal warrant of arrest, including a 
warrant issued under the Federal Fugi-
tive Felon Act; or 

(3) The applicant is subject to a U.S. 
court order committing him or her to a 
mental institution; or 

(4) The applicant has been legally de-
clared incompetent by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction in the United 
States; or 

(5) The applicant is the subject of a 
request for extradition or provisional 
request for extradition which has been 
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