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2504(c)3 and to fire retardant treated 
wood in 1–HR type III and V construc-
tion referenced in paragraph 4203.2., 
but including the Appendix of the Code. 
Uniform Plumbing Code, 1991 Edition, in-
cluding the 1992 Code Changes but ex-
cluding Part I—Administration, but in-
cluding the Appendices of the Code. 
Uniform Mechanical Code, 1991 Edition, 
including the 1993 Accumulative Sup-
plement but excluding Part I—Admin-
istrative, but including the Appendices 
of the Code. All available from the 
International Conference of Building 
Officials, 5360 South Workman Mill 
Road, Whittier, California 90601. 

(2) National Electrical Code, NFPA 70, 
1993 Edition, including appendices. 
Available from the National Fire Pro-
tection Association, Batterymarch 
Park, Quincy, Massachusetts 02269. 

(3) National Standard Plumbing Code, 
1993 Edition. Available from the Na-
tional Association of Plumbing-Heat-
ing-Cooling Contractors, P.O. Box 6808, 
Falls Church, Virginia 22046. 

(b) Model Code Compliance Require-
ments. (1) When a multifamily or care- 
type property is to comply with one of 
the model building codes set forth in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, the fol-
lowing requirements of those model 
codes shall not apply to those prop-
erties: 

(i) Those provisions of the model 
codes that do not pertain to residential 
or institutional buildings; 

(ii) Those provisions of the model 
codes that establish energy require-
ments for multifamily or care-type 
structures; and 

(iii) Those provisions of the model 
codes that require or allow the 
issuance of permits of any sort. 

(2) Where the model codes set forth in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section des-
ignate a building, fire, mechanical, 
plumbing or other official, the Sec-
retary’s designee in the HUD Field Of-
fice serving the jurisdiction in which 
the property is to be constructed shall 
act as such official. 

(c) Designation of Model Codes. When a 
multifamily or care-type property is to 
comply with a model code, it shall 
comply with one of the model codes 
designated in paragraphs (c)(1), (2), or 
(3) of this section, and with any other 
code or codes identified in the same 

paragraph. However, seismic design is a 
mandatory requirement. In addition, 
the property shall comply with all of 
the standards that are incorporated 
into the code or codes by reference. By 
the time of application for insurance or 
other benefits, the developer or other 
interested party shall notify the De-
partment of the code or group of codes 
to which the developer intends to com-
ply. 

(1) The BOCA National Building Code, 
The BOCA National Plumbing and The 
BOCA National Mechanical Code, 1993 
Editions. 

(2) Standard Building Code, Standard 
Plumbing Code, Standard Mechanical 
Code and Standard Gas Code, 1991 Edi-
tions, including the revisions specified 
in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, 
and the National Electrical Code, 1993 
Edition. 

(3) Uniform Building Code, Uniform 
Plumbing Code and Uniform Mechanical 
Code, 1991 Editions, including the 1993 
Accumulative Supplements to the 
Building and Mechanical Codes, and 
the 1992 Code Changes to the Uniform 
Plumbing Code, and the National Elec-
trical Code, NFPA 70, 1993 Edition. 

(4) The National Electrical Code, NFPA 
70, 1993 Edition. 

[49 FR 18696, May 1, 1984, as amended at 51 
FR 28699, Aug. 11, 1986; 58 FR 60248, Nov. 15, 
1993; 59 FR 36695, July 19, 1994] 

§ 200.926 Minimum property standards 
for one and two family dwellings. 

(a) Construction standards—(1) Appli-
cable structures. The standards identi-
fied or contained in this section, and in 
§§ 200.926a–200.926e, apply to single fam-
ily detached homes, duplexes, three- 
unit homes, and to living units in a 
structure where the units are located 
side-by-side in town house fashion. Sec-
tion 200.926d(c)(4) also applies to four- 
unit homes. 

(2) Applicability of standards to new 
construction. The standards referenced 
in paragraph (a)(1) of this section are 
applicable to structures which are: 

(i) Approved for insurance or other 
benefits prior to the start of construc-
tion, including approval under the Di-
rect Endorsement process described in 
§ 203.5 of this chapter, or under the 
Lender Insurance process described in 
§ 203.6 of this chapter; 
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(ii) Approved for insurance or other 
benefits based upon participation in an 
insured warranty program; or 

(iii) Insured as new construction 
based upon a Certificate of Reasonable 
Value issued by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

(b) Conflicting standards. The require-
ments contained in § 200.926d do not 
preempt local or State standards, nor 
do they alter or affect a builder’s obli-
gation to comply with any local or 
State requirements. However, a prop-
erty shall be eligible for benefits only 
if it complies with the requirements of 
this subpart, including any referenced 
standards. When any of the require-
ments identified in § 200.926c are in con-
flict with a partially accepted local or 
state code, the conflict will be resolved 
by the HUD Field Office servicing the 
jurisdiction in which the property is to 
be located. 

(c) Standard for evaluating local or 
state building codes. The Secretary shall 
compare a local building code sub-
mitted under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion or a State code to the list of con-
struction related areas contained in 
§ 200.926a. 

(1) A local or State code will be ac-
cepted if it regulates each area and 
subarea on the list. 

(2) A State or local building code will 
be partially accepted if it regulates 
most of the areas on the list. However, 
no code may be partially accepted if it 
fails to regulate the subarea for seis-
mic design (see § 200.926a(c)(5)), or if it 
fails to regulate subareas in more than 
one of the following major areas listed 
in § 200.926a: fire safety, light and ven-
tilation, structural loads and seismic 
design, foundation systems, materials 
standards, construction components, 
glass, mechanical, plumbing, and elec-
trical. 

(3) For purposes of this paragraph, a 
local or State code regulates an area or 
subarea if it establishes a standard 
concerning that area or subarea. How-
ever, for earthquake loads (see 
§ 200.926a(c)(5)), ASCE 7–88 is manda-
tory. 

(d) Code selection. Any materials re-
quired to be submitted under this sec-
tion must be submitted by the time the 
lender or other interested party applies 

for mortgage insurance or other bene-
fits. 

(1) Jurisdictions without previously ac-
cepted building codes. The following sub-
mission requirements apply to lenders 
and other interested parties in jurisdic-
tions without building codes, jurisdic-
tions with building codes which have 
never been submitted for acceptance, 
and jurisdictions with building codes 
which previously have been submitted 
for acceptance and have not been ac-
cepted or partially accepted by the 
Secretary. 

(i) In jurisdictions without local 
building codes: 

(A) If the State building code is ac-
ceptable, the lender or other interested 
party must comply with the State 
building code and the requirements of 
§ 200.926d; 

(B) If the State building code is par-
tially acceptable, the lender or other 
interested party must comply with: 

(1) The acceptable portions of the 
partially acceptable code; and 

(2) Those portions of the CABO One 
and Two Family Dwelling Code des-
ignated by the HUD Field Office in ac-
cordance with § 200.926c; and 

(3) The requirements of § 200.926d. 
(C) If there is no State building code 

or if the State building code is unac-
ceptable, the lender or other interested 
party must comply with: 

(1) The CABO One and Two Family 
Dwelling Code as identified in 
§ 200.926b(a); and 

(2) The requirements of § 200.926d. 
(ii) In jurisdictions with local build-

ing codes which have never been sub-
mitted for review, lenders or other in-
terested parties must: 

(A) Comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (d)(1)(i) (A), (B) or (C) of this 
section, as appropriate; or 

(B) Request the Secretary’s accept-
ance of the local building code in ac-
cordance with paragraph (d)(1)(iv) of 
this section. 

(1) If the Secretary determines that 
the local building code is unacceptable, 
then the lender or other interested 
party must comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (d)(1)(i) (A), (B) or 
(C) of this section as appropriate. 

(2) If the Secretary determines that 
the local code is partially acceptable, 
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then the lender or other interested 
party must comply with: 

(i) The acceptable portions of the par-
tially acceptable local code; and 

(ii) Those portions of the CABO One 
and Two Family Dwelling Code des-
ignated by the HUD Field Office in ac-
cordance with § 200.926c; and 

(iii) The requirements of § 200.926d. 
(3) If the Secretary determines that 

the local code is acceptable, then the 
lender or other interested party must 
comply with the local building code 
and the requirements of § 200.926d. 

(iii) In jurisdictions with local build-
ing codes which previously have been 
submitted for review and which have 
been found unacceptable by the Sec-
retary: 

(A) If the local code has not been 
changed since the date the code or 
changes thereto were submitted to the 
Secretary, the lender or other inter-
ested party must comply with the re-
quirements of paragraph (d)(1)(i) (A), 
(B) or (C) of this section, as appro-
priate; or 

(B) If the local code has been changed 
since the date when the code or 
changes thereto were submitted to the 
Secretary, the lender or other inter-
ested party must submit a copy of all 
changes to the local building code, in-
cluding all applicable service codes and 
appendices and a copy of the statute, 
ordinance, regulation or order making 
such changes in the code, which have 
been made since the date when the 
code or other changes thereto were last 
submitted to the Secretary. However, 
the lender or other interested party 
need not submit any part already in 
the possession of the HUD Field Office. 
Based upon the Secretary’s determina-
tion concerning the acceptability of 
the local code as changed, the lender or 
other interested party must comply 
with the requirements of paragraph 
(d)(1)(ii)(B) (1), (2) or (3) of this section, 
as appropriate. 

(iv) In order to obtain the Depart-
ment’s approval of a local code, the 
lender or other interested party must 
submit the following material to the 
HUD Field Office serving the jurisdic-
tion in which the property is to be con-
structed: 

(A) A copy of the jurisdiction’s local 
building code, including all applicable 
service codes and appendices; and 

(B) A copy of the statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or order establishing the 
code, if such statute, ordinance, regula-
tion or order is not contained in the 
building code itself. 
However, the lender or other interested 
party need not submit any document 
already on file in the HUD Field Office. 

(2) Jurisdictions with previously accept-
ed or partially accepted building codes. 
The following submission requirements 
apply to lenders or other interested 
parties in any jurisdiction with a build-
ing code which has been accepted or 
partially accepted by the Secretary: 

(i) The lender or other interested 
party shall submit to the HUD Field 
Office serving the jurisdiction in which 
the property is to be constructed: 

(A) A certificate stating that, since 
the date when the code or any changes 
thereto were last submitted to the Sec-
retary, the jurisdiction’s local building 
code has not been changed; or 

(B)(1) A copy of all changes to the ju-
risdiction’s building code, including all 
applicable service codes and appen-
dices, which have been made since the 
date when the code or other changes 
thereto were last submitted to the Sec-
retary. However, the lender or other in-
terested party need not submit any 
part already in the possession of the 
HUD Field Office; and 

(2) A copy of the statute, ordinance, 
regulation, or order making such 
changes in the code. 

(ii) If, based upon changes to the 
local building code, the Secretary de-
termines that it is unacceptable, the 
lender or other interested party must 
comply with the requirements of para-
graph (d)(1) (i)(A), (B) or (C) of this sec-
tion, as appropriate. 

(iii) If the local building code was 
previously found by the Secretary to be 
partially acceptable and there have 
been no changes to it or if the local 
building code was previously found by 
the Secretary to be partially accept-
able and if, based upon changes to it, 
the Secretary determines that it is 
still partially acceptable or if the local 
building code was previously found by 
the Secretary to be acceptable and if, 
based upon changes to it, the Secretary 
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determines that it is partially accept-
able, then the lender or other inter-
ested party must comply with para-
graphs (d)(1)(ii)(B)(2) (i), (ii) and (iii) of 
this section. 

(iv) If the local building code was 
previously found by the Secretary to be 
partially acceptable and if, based upon 
changes to it, the Secretary determines 
that it is acceptable, or if the local 
building code was previously found by 
the Secretary to be acceptable and 
there have been no changes to the code, 
or if the local building code was pre-
viously found by the Secretary to be 
acceptable and if, based upon changes 
to it, the Secretary determines that it 
is still acceptable, then the lender or 
other interested party must comply 
with the local building code and the re-
quirements of § 200.926d. 

(3) Notification of decision. (i) Fire re-
tardant treated plywood, where ap-
proved by a State or local building 
code, shall not be permitted for use in 
roof construction unless a HUD tech-
nical suitability bulletin has been 
issued by the Department for that 
product. 

(ii) The Secretary shall review the 
material submitted under § 200.926(d). 
Following that review, the Secretary 
shall issue a written notice (except 
where there is a previously accepted or 
partially accepted code which has not 
been changed) to the submitting party 
stating whether the local building code 
is acceptable, partially acceptable, or 
not acceptable. Where the local build-
ing code is not acceptable, the notice 
shall also state whether the State code 
is acceptable, partially acceptable or 
not acceptable. The notice shall also 
contain the basis for the Secretary’s 
decision and a notification of the sub-
mitting party’s right to present its 
views concerning the denial of accept-
ance if the code is neither accepted nor 
partially accepted. The Secretary may, 
in his or her discretion, permit either 
an oral or written presentation of 
views. 

(4) Department’s responsibilities. (i) 
Each Regional and Field Office will 
maintain a current list of jurisdictions 
with accepted local or State building 
codes, a current list of jurisdictions 
with partially accepted local or State 
building codes and a current list of ju-

risdictions with local or State building 
codes which have not been accepted. 
For local codes, the lists will state the 
most recent date when the code or 
changes thereto were submitted to the 
Secretary. The lists, which shall be 
prepared by the Field Offices and sub-
mitted to the Regional Offices, will be 
available to any interested party upon 
request. In addition, the list of juris-
dictions whose codes have been par-
tially accepted shall identify in accord-
ance with § 200.926c those portions of 
the codes listed at § 200.926b(a) with 
which the property must comply. 

(ii) The Department is responsible for 
obtaining copies of the State codes and 
any changes thereto. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2502–0474) 

[50 FR 39592, Sept. 27, 1985, as amended at 57 
FR 27927, June 23, 1992; 57 FR 58340, Dec. 9, 
1992; 58 FR 13536, Mar. 12, 1993; 58 FR 41337, 
Aug. 3, 1993; 58 FR 60249, Nov. 15, 1993; 59 FR 
36695, July 19, 1994; 62 FR 30225, June 2, 1997; 
64 FR 56110, Oct. 15, 1999] 

§ 200.926a Residential building code 
comparison items. 

HUD will review each local and State 
code submitted under this subpart to 
determine whether it regulates all of 
the following areas and subareas: 

(a) Fire Safety. (1) Allowable height; 
(2) Fire separations; 
(3) Fire resistance requirements; 
(4) Egress doors and windows; 
(5) Unit smoke detectors; 
(6) Flame spread. 
(b) Light and ventilation. (1) Habitable 

rooms; 
(2) Bath and toilet rooms. 
(c) Structural loads and seismic design. 

(1) Design live loads; 
(2) Design dead loads; 
(3) Snow loads (for jurisdictions with 

snow loading conditions identified in 
Section 7 of ASCE–7–88 (formerly ANSI 
A58.1–82); 

(4) Wind loads; 
(5) Earthquake loads (for jurisdic-

tions in seismic zones 3 or 4, as identi-
fied in Section 9 of ASCE–7–88 (for-
merly ANSI A58.1–82)). 

(d) Foundation systems. (1) Foundation 
depths; 

(2) Footings; 
(3) Foundation materials criteria. 
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