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(k) Privately owned utilities. ICDBG 
funds may be used to acquire, con-
struct, reconstruct, rehabilitate, or in-
stall the distribution lines and facili-
ties of privately owned utilities, in-
cluding the placing underground of new 
or existing distribution facilities and 
lines. 

(l) The provision of assistance to facili-
tate economic development. (1) The provi-
sion of assistance either through the 
grantee directly or through public and 
private organizations, agencies, and 
other subrecipients (including non-
profit and for-profit subrecipients) to 
facilitate economic development by: 

(i) Providing credit, including, but 
not limited to, grants, loans, loan 
guarantees, and other forms of finan-
cial support, for the establishment, 
stabilization, and expansion of micro-
enterprises; 

(ii) Providing technical assistance, 
advice, and business support services to 
owners of microenterprises and persons 
developing microenterprises; and 

(iii) Providing general support, in-
cluding, but not limited to, peer sup-
port programs, counseling, child care, 
transportation, and other similar serv-
ices, to owners of microenterprises and 
persons developing microenterprises. 

(2) Services provided under paragraph 
(l)(1) of this section shall not be subject 
to the restrictions on public services 
contained in § 1003.201(e). 

(3) For purposes of this paragraph (l), 
persons developing microenterprises 
means such persons who have expressed 
interest and who are, or after an initial 
screening process are expected to be, 
actively working toward developing 
businesses, each of which is expected to 
be a microenterprise at the time it is 
formed. 

(m) Technical assistance. Provision of 
technical assistance to public or non-
profit entities to increase the capacity 
of such entities to carry out eligible 
neighborhood revitalization or eco-
nomic development activities. Capac-
ity building for private or public enti-
ties (including grantees) for other pur-
poses may be eligible as a planning 
cost under § 1003.205. 

(n) Assistance to institutions of higher 
education. Provision of assistance by 
the grantee to institutions of higher 
education where the grantee deter-

mines that such an institution has 
demonstrated a capacity to carry out 
eligible activities under this subpart. 

(o) Homeownership assistance. ICDBG 
funds may be used to provide direct 
homeownership assistance to low- and 
moderate-income households to: 

(1) Subsidize interest rates and mort-
gage principal amounts for low-and 
moderate-income homebuyers; 

(2) Finance the acquisition by low- 
and moderate-income homebuyers of 
housing that is occupied by the home-
buyers; 

(3) Acquire guarantees for mortgage 
financing obtained by low-and mod-
erate-income homebuyers form private 
lenders (except that ICDBG funds may 
not be used to guarantee such mort-
gage financing directly, and grantees 
may not provide such guarantees di-
rectly); 

(4) Provide up to 50 percent of any 
downpayment required from a low-and 
moderate-income homebuyer; or 

(5) Pay reasonable closing costs (nor-
mally associated with the purchase of a 
home) incurred by a low-or moderate- 
income homebuyer. 

§ 1003.202 Eligible rehabilitation and 
preservation activities. 

(a) Types of buildings and improve-
ments eligible for rehabilitation or re-
construction assistance. ICDBG funds 
may be used to finance the rehabilita-
tion of: 

(1) Privately owned buildings and im-
provements for residential purposes; 
improvements to a single-family resi-
dential property which is also used as a 
place of business, which are required in 
order to operate the business, need not 
be considered to be rehabilitation of a 
commercial or industrial building, if 
the improvements also provide general 
benefit to the residential occupants of 
the building; 

(2) Low-income public housing and 
other publicly owned residential build-
ings and improvements; 

(3) Publicly or privately owned com-
mercial or industrial buildings, except 
that the rehabilitation of such build-
ings owned by a private for-profit busi-
ness is limited to improvements to the 
exterior of the building and the correc-
tion of code violations (further im-
provements to such buildings may be 
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undertaken pursuant to § 1003.203(b)); 
and 

(4) Nonprofit-owned nonresidential 
buildings and improvements not eligi-
ble under § 1003.201(c); 

(5) Manufactured housing when such 
housing constitutes part of the commu-
nity’s permanent housing stock. 

(b) Types of assistance. ICDBG funds 
may be used to finance the following 
types of rehabilitation or reconstruc-
tion activities, and related costs, ei-
ther singly, or in combination, through 
the use of grants, loans, loan guaran-
tees, interest supplements, or other 
means for buildings and improvements 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, except that rehabilitation of com-
mercial or industrial buildings is lim-
ited as described in paragraph (a)(3) of 
this section. 

(1) Assistance to private individuals 
and entities, including profit making 
and nonprofit organizations, to acquire 
for the purpose of rehabilitation, and 
to rehabilitate properties, for use or re-
sale for residential purposes; 

(2) Labor, materials, and other costs 
of rehabilitation of properties, includ-
ing repair directed toward an accumu-
lation of deferred maintenance, re-
placement of principal fixtures and 
components of existing structures, in-
stallation of security devices, includ-
ing smoke detectors and dead bolt 
locks, and renovation through alter-
ations, additions to, or enhancement of 
existing structures, which may be un-
dertaken singly, or in combination; 

(3) Loans for refinancing existing in-
debtedness secured by a property being 
rehabilitated with ICDBG funds if such 
financing is determined by the grantee 
to be necessary or appropriate to 
achieve the grantee’s community de-
velopment objectives; 

(4) Improvements to increase the effi-
cient use of energy in structures 
through such means as installation of 
storm windows and doors, siding, wall 
and attic insulation, and conversion, 
modification, or replacement of heat-
ing and cooling equipment, including 
the use of solar energy equipment; 

(5) Improvements to increase the effi-
cient use of water through such means 
as water saving faucets and shower 
heads and repair of water leaks; 

(6) Connection of residential struc-
tures to water distribution lines or 
local sewer collection lines; 

(7) For rehabilitation carried out 
with ICDBG funds, costs of: 

(i) Initial homeowner warranty pre-
miums; 

(ii) Hazard insurance premiums, ex-
cept where assistance is provided in the 
form of a grant; and 

(iii) Flood insurance premiums for 
properties covered by the Flood Dis-
aster Protection Act of 1973, pursuant 
to 24 CFR 58.6(a). 

(iv) Lead-based paint activities in 
part 35 of this title. 

(8) Costs of acquiring tools to be lent 
to owners, tenants, and others who will 
use such tools to carry out rehabilita-
tion; 

(9) Rehabilitation services, such as 
rehabilitation counseling, energy au-
diting, preparation of work specifica-
tions, loan processing, inspections, and 
other services related to assisting own-
ers, tenants, contractors, and other en-
tities, participating or seeking to par-
ticipate in rehabilitation activities au-
thorized under this section; 

(10) Improvements designed to re-
move material and architectural bar-
riers that restrict the mobility and ac-
cessibility of elderly or severely dis-
abled persons to buildings and improve-
ments eligible for assistance under 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) Code enforcement. Code enforce-
ment in deteriorating or deteriorated 
areas where such enforcement together 
with public or private improvements, 
rehabilitation, or services to be pro-
vided, may be expected to arrest the 
decline of the area. 

(d) Historic preservation. ICDBG funds 
may be used for the rehabilitation, 
preservation or restoration of historic 
properties, whether publicly or pri-
vately owned. Historic properties are 
those sites or structures that are ei-
ther listed in or eligible to be listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, listed in a State or local inven-
tory of historic places, or designated as 
a State or local landmark or historic 
district by appropriate law or ordi-
nance. Historic preservation, however, 
is not authorized for buildings for the 
general conduct of government. 
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(e) Renovation of closed buildings. 
ICDBG funds may be used to renovate 
closed buildings, such as closed school 
buildings, for use as an eligible public 
facility or to rehabilitate such build-
ings for housing. 

[61 FR 40090, July 31, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 50230, Sept. 15, 1999] 

§ 1003.203 Special economic develop-
ment activities. 

A grantee may use ICDBG funds for 
special economic development activi-
ties in addition to other activities au-
thorized in this subpart which may be 
carried out as part of an economic de-
velopment project. Special activities 
authorized under this section do not in-
clude assistance for the construction of 
new housing. Special economic devel-
opment activities include: 

(a) The acquisition, construction, re-
construction, rehabilitation or instal-
lation of commercial or industrial 
buildings, structures, and other real 
property equipment and improvements, 
including railroad spurs or similar ex-
tensions. Such activities may be car-
ried out by the grantee or public or pri-
vate nonprofit subrecipients. 

(b) The provision of assistance to a 
private for-profit business, including, 
but not limited to, grants, loans, loan 
guarantees, interest supplements, tech-
nical assistance, and other forms of 
support, for any activity where the as-
sistance is necessary or appropriate to 
carry out an economic development 
project, excluding those described as 
ineligible in § 1003.207(a). In order to en-
sure that any such assistance does not 
unduly enrich the for-profit business, 
the grantee shall conduct an analysis 
to determine that the amount of any 
financial assistance to be provided is 
not excessive, taking into account the 
actual needs of the business in making 
the project financially feasible and the 
extent of public benefit expected to be 
derived from the economic develop-
ment project. The grantee shall docu-
ment the analysis as well as any fac-
tors it considered in making its deter-
mination that the assistance is nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out the 
project. The requirement for making 
such a determination applies whether 
the business is to receive assistance 

from the grantee or through a sub-
recipient. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2577–0191) 

§ 1003.204 Special activities by Com-
munity-Based Development Organi-
zations (CBDOs). 

(a) Eligible activities. The grantee may 
provide ICDBG funds as grants or loans 
to any CBDO qualified under this sec-
tion to carry out a neighborhood revi-
talization, community economic devel-
opment, or energy conservation 
project. The funded project activities 
may include those listed as eligible 
under this subpart, and, except as de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section, 
activities not otherwise listed as eligi-
ble under this subpart. For purposes of 
qualifying as a project under para-
graphs (a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(3) of this 
section, the funded activity or activi-
ties may be considered either alone or 
in concert with other project activities 
either being carried out or for which 
funding has been committed. For pur-
poses of this section: 

(1) Neighborhood revitalization 
project includes activities of sufficient 
size and scope to have an impact on the 
decline of a geographic location within 
the jurisdiction of a grantee (but not 
the entire jurisdiction) designated in 
comprehensive plans, ordinances, or 
other local documents as a neighbor-
hood, village, or similar geographical 
designation; or the entire jurisdiction 
of a grantee which is under 25,000 popu-
lation; 

(2) Community economic develop-
ment project includes activities that 
increase economic opportunity, prin-
cipally for persons of low- and mod-
erate-income, or that stimulate or re-
tain businesses or permanent jobs, in-
cluding projects that include one or 
more such activities that are clearly 
needed to address a lack of affordable 
housing accessible to existing or 
planned jobs; 

(3) Energy conservation project in-
cludes activities that address energy 
conservation, principally for the ben-
efit of the residents of the grantee’s ju-
risdiction; and 

(4) To carry out a project means that 
the CBDO undertakes the funded ac-
tivities directly or through contract 
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