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to assess whether the tribe has met the 
criteria for self-regulation. 

(2) Will coordinate an on-site review 
and verification of the information 
submitted by the petitioning tribe. 

(c) Within 120 days of notice of a 
complete petition under § 518.4, the Of-
fice of Self-Regulation shall provide a 
recommendation and written report to 
the full Commission and the peti-
tioning tribe. 

(1) If the Office of Self-Regulation de-
termines that the tribe has satisfied 
the criteria for a certificate of self-reg-
ulation, it shall recommend to the 
Commission that a certificate be issued 
to the tribe. 

(2) If the Office of Self-Regulation de-
termines that the tribe has not met the 
criteria for a certificate of self-regula-
tion, it shall recommend to the Com-
mission that it not issue a certificate 
to the tribe. 

(3) The Office of Self-Regulation shall 
make all information, on which it re-
lies in making its recommendation and 
report, available to the tribe, subject 
to the confidentiality requirements in 
25 U.S.C. 2716(a), and shall afford the 
tribe an opportunity to respond. 

(4) The report shall include: 
(i) Findings as to whether each of the 

eligibility criteria is met, and a sum-
mary of the basis for each finding; 

(ii) Findings as to whether each of 
the approval criteria is met, and a 
summary of the basis for each finding; 

(iii) A recommendation to the Com-
mission as to whether it should issue 
the tribe a certificate of self-regula-
tion; and 

(iv) A list of any documents and 
other information received in support 
of the tribe’s petition. 

(5) A tribe shall have 30 days from 
the date of issuance of the report to 
submit to the Office of Self-Regulation 
a response to the report. 

(d) After receiving the Office of Self- 
Regulation’s recommendation and re-
port, and a tribe’s response to the re-
port, the Commission shall issue pre-
liminary findings as to whether the eli-
gibility and approval criteria are met. 
The Commission’s preliminary findings 
will be provided to the tribe within 45 
days of receipt of the report. 

(e) Upon receipt of the Commission’s 
preliminary findings, the tribe can re-

quest, in writing, a hearing before the 
Commission, as set forth in § 518.8. 
Hearing requests shall be made to the 
Office of Self-Regulation, and shall 
specify the issues to be addressed by 
the tribe at the hearing and any pro-
posed oral or written testimony the 
tribe wishes to present. 

(f) The Commission shall issue a final 
determination 30 days after issuance of 
its preliminary findings or after the 
conclusion of a hearing, if one is held. 
The decision of the Commission to ap-
prove or deny a petition shall be a final 
agency action. 

(g) A tribe may withdraw its petition 
and resubmit it at any time prior to 
the issuance of the Commission’s final 
determination. 

[78 FR 20241, Apr. 4, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 37115, June 20, 2013] 

§ 518.8 What is the hearing process? 
(a) Within 10 days of receipt of the re-

quest for a hearing, the Office of Self- 
Regulation shall notify the tribe of the 
date and place of the hearing. The no-
tice shall also set a hearing schedule, 
the time allotted for testimony and 
oral argument, and the order of the 
presentation. 

(1) To the extent possible, the hear-
ing will be scheduled not later than 60 
days after the notice is issued, and the 
hearing schedule will be issued at least 
30 days prior to the hearing. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) The Commission shall issue a de-

cision on the petition within 30 days 
after the hearing’s conclusion. The de-
cision shall set forth, with particu-
larity, findings regarding the tribe’s 
satisfaction of the self-regulation 
standards in this Part. If the Commis-
sion determines that a certificate will 
issue, it will do so in accordance with 
§ 518.9 of this part. 

(c) The decision of the Commission to 
approve or deny a petition shall be a 
final agency action. 

[78 FR 20241, Apr. 4, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 37115, June 20, 2013] 

§ 518.9 When will a certificate of self- 
regulation become effective? 

A certificate of self-regulation shall 
become effective on January 1 of the 
year following the year in which the 
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