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(b) Each licensed dealer maintaining 
firearms acquisition and disposition 
records pursuant to this section shall 
record the purchase or other acquisi-
tion of a firearm on Form 4473(LV), 
Part I or II, in accordance with the in-
structions on the form not later than 
the close of the next business day fol-
lowing the date of such purchase or ac-
quisition. However, when disposition is 
made of a firearm before the close of 
the next business day after the receipt 
of that firearm, the licensed dealer 
making such disposition shall enter all 
required acquisition information re-
garding the firearm on the Form 
4473(LV) at the time such transfer or 
disposition is made. The record on 
Form 4473(LV) shall show the date of 
receipt, the name and address or the 
name and license number of the person 
from whom received, the name of the 
manufacturer and importer (if any), 
the model, serial number, type, and 
caliber or gauge of the firearm. 

(c) Each licensed dealer maintaining 
firearms acquisition and disposition 
records pursuant to this section shall 
retain Form 4473(LV), Part I or II, re-
flecting firearms possessed by such 
business in chronological (by date of 
receipt) or numerical (by transaction 
serial number) order. Forms 4473(LV) 
reflecting the licensee’s sale or disposi-
tion of firearms shall be retained in al-
phabetical (by name of purchaser), 
chronological (by date of disposition) 
or numerical (by transaction serial 
number) order. 

(d) A licensed dealer maintaining 
records pursuant to this section shall 
record the sale or other disposition of a 
firearm to another licensee by entering 
on the Form 4473(LV), Part I, associ-
ated with such firearm, the name and 
license number of the person to whom 
transferred and by signing and dating 
the form. 

(e) A licensed dealer shall obtain the 
Form 4473(LV), Part I, associated with 
the firearm in lieu of a Form 4473 and 
comply with the requirements specified 
in § 478.124(c) prior to making an over- 
the-counter transfer of a firearm to a 
nonlicensee: 

(1) Who is a resident of the State in 
which the licensee’s business premises 
is located, 

(2) Who is not a resident of the State 
in which the licensee’s business prem-
ises is located and the firearm is a 
shotgun or rifle and the transfer is 
under the provisions of § 478.96(c), or 

(3) Who is not a resident of the State 
in which the licensee’s business prem-
ises is located and who is acquiring the 
firearm by loan or rental for temporary 
use for lawful sporting purposes. 

(f) A licensed dealer shall obtain the 
Form 4473(LV), Part II, associated with 
the firearm in lieu of a Form 4473 and 
comply with the requirements specified 
in § 478.124(f) prior to making a disposi-
tion of a firearm to a nonlicensee who 
is purchasing or otherwise acquiring a 
firearm by other than an over-the- 
counter transaction and who is a resi-
dent of the State in which the licens-
ee’s business premises is located. If the 
licensee’s record of the acquisition of 
the firearm is, at the time of the dis-
position, being maintained on a Form 
4473(LV), Part I, for over-the-counter 
transactions, the licensee shall trans-
fer the information relative to the re-
ceipt of the firearm, as required by 
paragraph (b) of this section, to Form 
4473(LV), Part II. The corresponding 
form 4473(LV), Part I, may then be de-
stroyed. 

[T.D. ATF–273, 53 FR 24687, June 30, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–415, 63 FR 58280, Oct. 
29, 1998] 

§ 478.125 Record of receipt and dis-
position. 

(a) Armor piercing ammunition sales by 
licensed collectors to nonlicensees. The 
sale or other disposition of armor 
piercing ammunition by licensed col-
lectors shall be recorded in a bound 
record at the time a transaction is 
made. The bound record shall be main-
tained in chronological order by date of 
sale or disposition of the armor pierc-
ing ammunition, and shall be retained 
on the licensed premises of the licensee 
for a period not less than two years fol-
lowing the date of the recorded sale or 
disposition of the armor piercing am-
munition. The bound record entry shall 
show: 

(1) The date of the transaction; 
(2) The name of the manufacturer; 
(3) The caliber or gauge; 
(4) The quantity of projectiles; 
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(5) The name, address, and date of 
birth of the nonlicensee; and 

(6) The method used to establish the 
identity of the armor piercing ammu-
nition purchaser. 

The format required for the bound 
record is as follows: 

DISPOSITION RECORD OF ARMOR PIERCING AMMUNITION 

Date Manufacturer Caliber or 
gauge 

Quantity of 
projectiles 

Purchaser Enter a (x) in the ‘‘known’’ column if pur-
chaser is personally known to you. Other-
wise, establish the purchaser’s identifica-

tion Name and 
address 

Date of 
birth 

Known Driver’s li-
cense 

Other type 
(specify) 

However, when a commercial record is 
made at the time a transaction is 
made, a licensee may delay making an 
entry into the bound record if the pro-
visions of paragraph (d) of this section 
are complied with. 

(b) Armor piercing ammunition sales by 
licensed collectors to licensees. Sales or 
other dispositions of armor piercing 
ammunition from a licensed collector 
to another licensee shall be recorded 
and maintained in the manner pre-
scribed in § 478.122(b) for importers: Pro-
vided, That the license number of the 
transferee may be recorded in lieu of 
the transferee’s address. 

(c) Armor piercing ammunition sales by 
licensed dealers to governmental entities. 
A record of armor piercing ammunition 
disposed of by a licensed dealer to a 
governmental entity pursuant to 
§ 478.99(e) shall be maintained by the li-
censed dealer on the licensed premises 
and shall show the name of the manu-
facturer, the caliber or gauge, the 
quantity, the name and address of the 
entity to which the armor piercing am-
munition was transferred, and the date 
of the transaction. Such information 
shall be recorded under the format pre-
scribed by § 478.122(b). Each licensed 
dealer disposing of armor piercing am-
munition pursuant to § 478.99(e) shall 
also maintain a record showing the 
date of acquisition of such ammunition 
which shall be filed in an orderly man-
ner separate from other commercial 
records maintained and be readily 
available for inspection. The records 
required by this paragraph shall be re-
tained on the licensed premises of the 
licensee for a period not less than two 
years following the date of the re-

corded sale or disposition of the armor 
piercing ammunition. 

(d) Commercial records of armor pierc-
ing ammunition transactions. When a 
commercial record is made at the time 
of sale or other disposition of armor 
piercing ammunition, and such record 
contains all information required by 
the bound record prescribed by para-
graph (a) of this section, the licensed 
collector transferring the armor pierc-
ing ammunition may, for a period not 
exceeding 7 days following the date of 
such transfer, delay making the re-
quired entry into such bound record: 
Provided, That the commercial record 
pertaining to the transfer is: 

(1) Maintained by the licensed col-
lector separate from other commercial 
documents maintained by such li-
censee, and 

(2) Is readily available for inspection 
on the licensed premises until such 
time as the required entry into the 
bound record is made. 

(e) Firearms receipt and disposition by 
dealers. Except as provided in § 478.124a 
with respect to alternate records for 
the receipt and disposition of firearms 
by dealers, each licensed dealer shall 
enter into a record each receipt and 
disposition of firearms. In addition, be-
fore commencing or continuing a fire-
arms business, each licensed dealer 
shall inventory the firearms possessed 
for such business and shall record same 
in the record required by this para-
graph. The record required by this 
paragraph shall be maintained in 
bound form under the format pre-
scribed below. The purchase or other 
acquisition of a firearm shall, except as 
provided in paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion, be recorded not later than the 
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close of the next business day following 
the date of such purchase or acquisi-
tion. The record shall show the date of 
receipt, the name and address or the 
name and license number of the person 
from whom received, the name of the 
manufacturer and importer (if any), 
the model, serial number, type, and the 
caliber or gauge of the firearm. The 
sale or other disposition of a firearm 
shall be recorded by the licensed dealer 
not later than 7 days following the date 
of such transaction. When such disposi-
tion is made to a nonlicensee, the fire-
arms transaction record, Form 4473, ob-
tained by the licensed dealer shall be 
retained, until the transaction is re-
corded, separate from the licensee’s 
Form 4473 file and be readily available 
for inspection. When such disposition is 

made to a licensee, the commercial 
record of the transaction shall be re-
tained, until the transaction is re-
corded, separate from other commer-
cial documents maintained by the li-
censed dealer, and be readily available 
for inspection. The record shall show 
the date of the sale or other disposition 
of each firearm, the name and address 
of the person to whom the firearm is 
transferred, or the name and license 
number of the person to whom trans-
ferred if such person is a licensee, or 
the firearms transaction record, Form 
4473, serial number if the licensed deal-
er transferring the firearm serially 
numbers the Forms 4473 and files them 
numerically. The format required for 
the record of receipt and disposition of 
firearms is as follows: 

FIREARMS ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION RECORD 

Description of firearm Receipt Disposition 

Manufacturer 
and/or Im-

porter 
Model Serial No. Type Caliber or 

gauge Date 

Name and 
address or 
name and 
license No. 

Date Name 

Address or license 
No. if licensee, or 
Form 4473 Serial 
No. if Forms 4473 
filed numerically 

(f) Firearms receipt and disposition by 
licensed collectors. (1) Each licensed col-
lector shall enter into a record each re-
ceipt and disposition of firearms curios 
or relics. The record required by this 
paragraph shall be maintained in 
bound form under the format pre-
scribed below. The purchase or other 
acquisition of a curio or relic shall, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (g) of 
this section, be recorded not later than 
the close of the next business day fol-
lowing the date of such purchase or 
other acquisition. The record shall 
show the date of receipt, the name and 
address or the name and license num-
ber of the person from whom received, 
the name of the manufacturer and im-
porter (if any), the model, serial num-
ber, type, and the caliber or gauge of 
the firearm curio or relic. The sale or 
other disposition of a curio or relic 
shall be recorded by the licensed col-
lector not later than 7 days following 
the date of such transaction. When 
such disposition is made to a licensee, 

the commercial record of the trans-
action shall be retained, until the 
transaction is recorded, separate from 
other commercial documents main-
tained by the licensee, and be readily 
available for inspection. The record 
shall show the date of the sale or other 
disposition of each firearm curio or 
relic, the name and address of the per-
son to whom the firearm curio or relic 
is transferred, or the name and license 
number of the person to whom trans-
ferred if such person is a licensee, and 
the date of birth of the transferee if 
other than a licensee. In addition, the 
licensee shall cause the transferee, if 
other than a licensee, to be identified 
in any manner customarily used in 
commercial transactions (e.g., a driv-
er’s license), and note on the record the 
method used. 

(2) The format required for the record 
of receipt and disposition of firearms 
by collectors is as follows: 
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(g) Commercial records of firearms re-
ceived. When a commercial record is 
held by a licensed dealer or licensed 
collector showing the acquisition of a 
firearm or firearm curio or relic, and 
such record contains all acquisition in-
formation required by the bound record 
prescribed by paragraphs (e) and (f) of 
this section, the licensed dealer or li-
censed collector acquiring such firearm 
or curio or relic, may, for a period not 
exceeding 7 days following the date of 
such acquisition, delay making the re-
quired entry into such bound record: 
Provided, That the commercial record 
is, until such time as the required 
entry into the bound record is made, (1) 
maintained by the licensed dealer or li-
censed collector separate from other 
commercial documents maintained by 
such licensee, and (2) readily available 
for inspection on the licensed premises: 
Provided further, That when disposition 
is made of a firearm or firearm curio or 
relic not entered in the bound record 
under the provisions of this paragraph, 
the licensed dealer or licensed collector 
making such disposition shall enter all 
required acquisition information re-
garding the firearm or firearm curio or 
relic in the bound record at the time 
such transfer or disposition is made. 

(h) Alternate records. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of paragraphs (a), (e), 
and (f) of this section, the Director of 
Industry Operations may authorize al-
ternate records to be maintained by a 
licensed dealer or licensed collector to 
record the acquisition and disposition 
of firearms or curios or relics and the 
disposition of armor piercing ammuni-
tion when it is shown by the licensed 
dealer or the licensed collector that 
such alternate records will accurately 
and readily disclose the required infor-
mation. A licensed dealer or licensed 
collector who proposes to use alternate 
records shall submit a letter applica-
tion, in duplicate, to the Director of In-
dustry Operations and shall describe 
the proposed alternate records and the 
need therefor. Such alternate records 
shall not be employed by the licensed 
dealer or licensed collector until ap-
proval in such regard is received from 
the Director of Industry Operations. 

(i) Requirements for importers and man-
ufacturers. Each licensed importer and 
licensed manufacturer selling or other-

wise disposing of firearms or armor 
piercing ammunition to nonlicensees 
shall maintain such records of such 
transactions as are required of licensed 
dealers by this section. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1140–0032) 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10503, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–273, 53 FR 24687, June 
30, 1988; T.D. ATF–313, 56 FR 32508, July 17, 
1991; T.D. ATF–389, 62 FR 19445, Apr. 21, 1997; 
ATF–11F, 73 FR 57241, Oct. 2, 2008; T.D. ATF– 
22I, 77 FR 33634, June 7, 2012] 

§ 478.125a Personal firearms collec-
tion. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this subpart, a licensed manu-
facturer, licensed importer, or licensed 
dealer is not required to comply with 
the provisions of § 478.102 or record on a 
firearms transaction record, Form 4473, 
the sale or other disposition of a fire-
arm maintained as part of the licens-
ee’s personal firearms collection: Pro-
vided, That 

(1) The licensee has maintained the 
firearm as part of such collection for 1 
year from the date the firearm was 
transferred from the business inven-
tory into the personal collection or 
otherwise acquired as a personal fire-
arm, 

(2) The licensee recorded in the bound 
record prescribed by § 478.125(e) the re-
ceipt of the firearm into the business 
inventory or other acquisition, 

(3) The licensee recorded the firearm 
as a disposition in the bound record 
prescribed by § 478.125(e) when the fire-
arm was transferred from the business 
inventory into the personal firearms 
collection or otherwise acquired as a 
personal firearm, and 

(4) The licensee enters the sale or 
other disposition of the firearm from 
the personal firearms collection into a 
bound record, under the format pre-
scribed below, identifying the firearm 
transferred by recording the name of 
the manufacturer and importer (if 
any), the model, serial number, type, 
and the caliber or gauge, and showing 
the date of the sale or other disposi-
tion, the name and address of the 
transferee, or the name and business 
address of the transferee if such person 
is a licensee, and the date of birth of 
the transferee if other than a licensee. 
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