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threshold amount or representative 
sample will significantly affect any 
legal proceedings; and 

(3) In the event of a denial of the re-
quest may appeal the denial to the As-
sistant Attorney General, Criminal Di-
vision. Such authority may not be re-
delegated. An appeal shall stay the de-
struction until the appeal is complete. 

(g) Supplementary regulations. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Drug Enforcement Administration 
are authorized to issue regulations and 
establish procedures consistent with 
this section. 

[Order No. 1256–88, 53 FR 8453, Mar. 15, 1988, 
as amended by Order No. 2920–2007, 72 FR 
69144, Dec. 7, 2007] 

§ 50.22 Young American Medals Pro-
gram. 

(a) Scope. There are hereby estab-
lished two medals, one to be known as 
the Young American Medal for Bravery 
and the other to be known as the 
Young American Medal for Service. 

(b) Young American Medal for Bravery. 
(1)(i) The Young American Medal for 
Bravery may be awarded to a person— 

(A) Who during a given calendar year 
has exhibited exceptional courage, at-
tended by extraordinary decisiveness, 
presence of mind, and unusual swift-
ness of action, regardless of his or her 
own personal safety, in an effort to 
save or in saving the life of any person 
or persons in actual imminent danger; 

(B) Who was eighteen years of age or 
younger at the time of the occurrence; 
and 

(C) Who habitually resides in the 
United States (including its territories 
and possessions), but need not be a cit-
izen thereof. 

(ii) These conditions must be met at 
the time of the event. 

(2) The act of bravery must have been 
public in nature and must have been 
acknowledged by the Governor, Chief 
Executive Officer of a State, county, 
municipality, or other political sub-
division, or by a civic, educational, or 
religious institution, group, or society. 

(3) No more than two such medals 
may be awarded in any one calendar 
year. 

(c) Young American Medal for Service. 
(1) The Young American Medal for 
Service may be awarded to any citizen 

of the United States eighteen years of 
age or younger at the time of the oc-
currence, who has achieved out-
standing or unusual recognition for 
character and service during a given 
calendar year. 

(2) Character attained and service ac-
complished by a candidate for this 
medal must have been such as to make 
his or her achievement worthy of pub-
lic report. The outstanding and un-
usual recognition of the candidate’s 
character and service must have been 
public in nature and must have been 
acknowledged by the Governor, Chief 
Executive Officer of a State, county, 
municipality, or other political sub-
division, or by a civic, educational, or 
religious institution, group, or society. 

(3) The recognition of the character 
and service upon which the award of 
the Medal for Service is based must 
have been accorded separately and 
apart from the Young American Medals 
program and must not have been ac-
corded for the specific and announced 
purpose of rendering a candidate eligi-
ble, or of adding to a candidate’s quali-
fications, for the award of the Young 
American Medal for Service. 

(4) No more than two such medals 
may be awarded in any one calendar 
year. 

(d) Eligibility. (1) The act or acts of 
bravery and the recognition for char-
acter and service that make a can-
didate eligible for the respective med-
als must have occurred during the cal-
endar year for which the award is 
made. 

(2) A candidate may be eligible for 
both medals in the same year. More-
over, the receipt of either medal in any 
year will not affect a candidate’s eligi-
bility for the award of either or both of 
the medals in a succeeding year. 

(3) Acts of bravery performed and 
recognition of character and service 
achieved by persons serving in the 
Armed Forces, which arise from or out 
of military duties, shall not make a 
candidate eligible for either of the 
medals, provided, however, that a per-
son serving in the Armed Forces shall 
be eligible to receive either or both of 
the medals if the act of bravery per-
formed or the recognition for character 
and service achieved is on account of 
acts and service performed or rendered 
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outside of and apart from military du-
ties. 

(e) Request for information. (1) A rec-
ommendation in favor of a candidate 
for the award of a Young American 
Medal for Bravery or for Service must 
be accompanied by: 

(i) A full and complete statement of 
the candidate’s act or acts of bravery 
or recognized character and service (in-
cluding the times and places) that sup-
ports qualification of the candidate to 
receive the appropriate medal; 

(ii) Statements by witnesses or per-
sons having personal knowledge of the 
facts surrounding the candidate’s act 
or acts of bravery or recognized char-
acter and service, as required by the re-
spective medals; 

(iii) A certified copy of the can-
didate’s birth certificate, or, if no birth 
certificate is available, other authentic 
evidence of the date and place of the 
candidate’s birth; and 

(iv) A biographical sketch of the can-
didate, including information as to his 
or her citizenship or habitual resi-
dence, as may be required by the re-
spective medals. 

(f) Procedure. (1)(i) All recommenda-
tions and accompanying documents 
and papers should be submitted to the 
Governor or Chief Executive Officer of 
the State, territory, or possession of 
the United States where the can-
didate’s act or acts of bravery or recog-
nized character and service were dem-
onstrated. In the case of the District of 
Columbia, the recommendations should 
be submitted to the Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

(ii) If the act or acts of bravery or 
recognized character and service did 
not occur within the boundaries of any 
State, territory, or possession of the 
United States, the papers should be 
submitted to the Governor or Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the territory or other 
possession of the United States where-
in the candidate habitually maintains 
his or her residence. 

(2) The Governor or Chief Executive 
Officer, after considering the various 
recommendations received after the 
close of the pertinent calendar year, 
may nominate therefrom no more than 
two candidates for the Young Amer-
ican Medal for Bravery and no more 
than two candidates for the Young 

American Medal for Service. Nomi-
nated individuals should have, in the 
opinion of the appropriate official, 
shown by the facts and circumstances 
to be the most worthy and qualified 
candidates from the jurisdiction to re-
ceive consideration for awards of the 
above-named medals. 

(3) Nominations of candidates for ei-
ther medal must be submitted no later 
than 120 days after notification that 
the Department of Justice is seeking 
nominations under this program for a 
specific calendar year. Each nomina-
tion must contain the necessary docu-
mentation establishing eligibility, 
must be submitted by the Governor or 
Chief Executive Officer, together with 
any comments, and should be sub-
mitted to the address published in the 
notice. 

(4) Nominations of candidates for 
medals will be considered only when 
received from the Governor or Chief 
Executive Officer of a State, territory, 
or possession of the United States. 

(5) The Young American Medals Com-
mittee will select, from nominations 
properly submitted, those candidates 
who are shown by the facts and cir-
cumstances to be eligible for the award 
of the medals. The Committee shall 
make recommendations to the Attor-
ney General based on its evaluation of 
the nominees. Upon consideration of 
these recommendations, the Attorney 
General may select up to the maximum 
allowable recipients for each medal for 
the calendar year. 

(g) Presentation. (1) The Young Amer-
ican Medal for Bravery and the Young 
American Medal for Service will be 
presented personally by the President 
of the United States to the candidates 
selected. These medals will be pre-
sented in the name of the President 
and the Congress of the United States. 
Presentation ceremonies shall be held 
at such times and places selected by 
the President in consultation with the 
Attorney General. 

(2) The Young American Medals Com-
mittee will officially designate two 
adults (preferably the parents of the 
candidate) to accompany each can-
didate selected to the presentation 
ceremonies. The candidates and per-
sons designated to accompany them 
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will be furnished transportation and 
other appropriate allowances. 

(3) There shall be presented to each 
recipient an appropriate Certificate of 
Commendation stating the cir-
cumstances under which the act of 
bravery was performed or describing 
the outstanding recognition for char-
acter and service, as appropriate for 
the medal awarded. The Certificate 
will bear the signature of the President 
of the United States and the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

(4) There also shall be presented to 
each recipient of a medal, a miniature 
replica of the medal awarded in the 
form of a lapel pin. 

(h) Posthumous awards. In cases where 
a medal is awarded posthumously, the 
Young American Medals Committee 
will designate the father or mother of 
the deceased or other suitable person 
to receive the medal on behalf of the 
deceased. The decision of the Young 
American Medals Committee in desig-
nating the person to receive the post-
humously awarded medal, on behalf of 
the deceased, shall be final. 

(i) Young American Medals Committee. 
The Young American Medals Com-
mittee shall be represented by the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Director of the FBI, Chairman; 
(2) Administrator of the Drug En-

forcement Administration, Member; 
(3) Director of the U.S. Marshals 

Service, Member; and 
(4) Assistant Attorney General, Of-

fice of Justice Programs, Member and 
Executive Secretary. 

(Authority: The United States Department 
of Justice is authorized under 42 U.S.C. 1921 
et seq. to promulgate rules and regulations 
establishing medals, one for bravery and one 
for service. This authority was enacted by 
chapter 520 of Pub. L. 81–638 (August 3, 1950).) 

[61 FR 49260, Sept. 19, 1996] 

§ 50.23 Policy against entering into 
final settlement agreements or con-
sent decree that are subject to con-
fidentiality provisions and against 
seeking or concurring in the sealing 
of such documents. 

(a) It is the policy of the Department 
of Justice that, in any civil matter in 
which the Department is representing 
the interests of the United States or its 
agencies, it will not enter into final 
settlement agreements or consent de-

crees that are subject to confiden-
tiality provisions, nor will it seek or 
concur in the sealing of such docu-
ments. This policy flows from the prin-
ciple of openness in government and is 
consistent with the Department’s poli-
cies regarding openness in judicial pro-
ceedings (see 28 CFR 50.9) and the Free-
dom of Information Act (see Memo-
randum for Heads of Departments and 
Agencies from the Attorney General 
Re: The Freedom of Information Act (Oct. 
4, 1993)). 

(b) There may be rare circumstances 
that warrant an exception to this gen-
eral rule. In determining whether an 
exception is appropriate, any such cir-
cumstances must be considered in the 
context of the public’s strong interest 
in knowing about the conduct of its 
Government and expenditure of its re-
sources. The existence of such cir-
cumstances must be documented as 
part of the approval process, and any 
confidentiality provision must be 
drawn as narrowly as possible. Non-del-
egable approval authority to determine 
that an exception justifies use of a con-
fidentiality provision in, or seeking or 
concurring in the sealing of, a final set-
tlement or consent decree resides with 
the relevant Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral or United States Attorney, unless 
authority to approve the settlement 
itself lies with a more senior Depart-
ment official, in which case the more 
senior official will have such approval 
authority. 

(c) Regardless of whether particular 
information is subject to a confiden-
tiality provision or to seal, statutes 
and regulations may prohibit its dis-
closure from Department of Justice 
files. Thus, before releasing any infor-
mation, Department attorneys should 
consult all appropriate statutes and 
regulations (e.g., 5 U.S.C. 552a (Privacy 
Act); 50 U.S.C. 403–3(c)(6) (concerning 
intelligence sources and methods), and 
Execution Order 12958 (concerning na-
tional security information). In par-
ticular, in matters involving individ-
uals, the Privacy Act regulates disclo-
sure of settlement agreements that 
have not been made part of the court 
record. 

(d) The principles set forth in this 
section are intended to provide guid-
ance to attorneys for the Government 
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