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the Agency, or where the matter con-
cerns official information that the em-
ployee acquired while working at the 
Agency, such as sensitive or confiden-
tial agency information. 

Legal Proceeding includes any pre-
trial, trial, and post-trial state of any 
existing or reasonably anticipated judi-
cial or administrative action, hearing, 
investigation, or similar proceeding be-
fore a court, commission, board, agen-
cy, or other tribunal, authority or enti-
ty, foreign or domestic. Legal pro-
ceeding also includes any deposition or 
other pretrial proceeding, including a 
formal or informal request for testi-
mony made by an attorney or other 
person, or a request for documents 
gathered or drafted by an employee. 

§ 802.26 Receipt of demand. 
If, in connection with a proceeding to 

which the Agency is not a party, an 
employee receives a demand from a 
court or other authority for material 
contained in the Agency’s files, any in-
formation relating to material con-
tained in the Agency’s files, or any in-
formation or material acquired by an 
employee as a part of the performance 
of that person’s official duties or be-
cause of that person’s official status, 
the employee must: 

(a) Immediately notify the Office of 
the General Counsel and forward the 
demand to the General Counsel if the 
demand pertains to CSOSA; or 

(b) Immediately notify the Deputy 
Director of PSA and forward the de-
mand to the Deputy Director if the de-
mand pertains to PSA. 

§ 802.27 Compliance/noncompliance. 
The General Counsel is responsible 

for determining if CSOSA should com-
ply or not comply with the demand, 
and the Deputy Director of PSA is re-
sponsible for determining if PSA 
should comply with the demand. 

(a) An employee may not produce 
any documents, or provide testimony 
regarding any information relating to, 
or based upon Agency documents, or 
disclose any information or produce 
materials acquired as part of the per-
formance of that employee’s official 
duties, or because of that employee’s 
official status without prior authoriza-
tion from the General Counsel or Dep-

uty Director. The reasons for this pol-
icy are as follows: 

(1) To conserve the time of the agen-
cy for conducting official business; 

(2) To minimize the possibility of in-
volving the agency in controversial 
issues that are not related to the agen-
cy’s mission; 

(3) To prevent the possibility that 
the public will misconstrue variances 
between personal opinions of agency 
employees and agency policies; 

(4) To avoid spending the time and 
money of the United States for private 
purposes; 

(5) To preserve the integrity of the 
administrative process; and 

(6) To protect confidential, sensitive 
information and the deliberative proc-
ess of the agency. 

(b) An attorney from the Office of the 
General Counsel shall appear with any 
CSOSA employee upon whom the de-
mand has been made (and with any 
PSA employee if so requested by the 
Deputy Director), and shall provide the 
court or other authority with a copy of 
the regulations contained in this part. 
The attorney shall also inform the 
court or authority that the demand has 
been or is being referred for prompt 
consideration by the General Counsel 
or Deputy Director. The court or other 
authority will be requested respect-
fully to stay the demand pending re-
ceipt of the requested instructions 
from the General Counsel or Deputy 
Director. 

(c) If the court or other authority de-
clines to stay the effect of the demand 
pending receipt of instructions from 
the General Counsel or Deputy Direc-
tor, or if the court or other authority 
rules that the demand must be com-
plied with irrespective of the instruc-
tions from the General Counsel or Dep-
uty Director not to produce the mate-
rial or disclose the information sought, 
the employee upon whom the demand 
was made shall respectfully decline to 
produce the information under United 
States ex rel. Touhy v. Ragen, 340 U.S. 
462 (1951). In this case, the Supreme 
Court held that a government em-
ployee could not be held in contempt 
for following an agency regulation re-
quiring agency approval before pro-
ducing government information in re-
sponse to a court order. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 15:39 Aug 21, 2014 Jkt 232113 PO 00000 Frm 00826 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\28\28V2.TXT 31


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-30T02:25:16-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




