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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–14 Edition) § 1917.157 

§ 1917.157 Battery charging and chang-
ing. 

(a) Only designated persons shall 
change or charge batteries. 

(b) Battery charging and changing 
shall be performed only in areas des-
ignated by the employer. 

(c) Smoking and other ignition 
sources are prohibited in charging 
areas. 

(d) Filler caps shall be in place when 
batteries are being moved. 

(e) Parking brakes shall be applied 
before batteries are charged or 
changed. 

(f) When a jumper battery is con-
nected to a battery in a vehicle, the 
ground lead shall connect to ground 
away from the vehicle’s battery. Igni-
tion, lights and accessories on the vehi-
cle shall be turned off before connec-
tions are made. 

(g) Batteries shall be free of corro-
sion buildup and cap vent holes shall be 
open. 

(h) Adequate ventilation shall be pro-
vided during charging. 

(i) Facilities for flushing the eyes, 
body and work area with water shall be 
provided wherever electrolyte is han-
dled, except that this requirement does 
not apply when employees are only 
checking battery electrolyte levels or 
adding water. 

(j) Carboy tilters or siphons shall be 
used to handle electrolyte in large con-
tainers. 

(k) Battery handling equipment 
which could contact battery terminals 
or cell connectors shall be insulated or 
otherwise protected. 

(l) Metallic objects shall not be 
placed on uncovered batteries. 

(m) When batteries are being 
charged, the vent caps shall be in 
place. 

(n) Chargers shall be turned off when 
leads are being connected or discon-
nected. 

(o) Installed batteries shall be se-
cured to avoid physical or electrical 
contact with compartment walls or 
components. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40202, July 25, 1997] 

§ 1917.158 Prohibited operations. 

(a) Spray painting and abrasive blast-
ing operations shall not be conducted 
in the vicinity of cargo handling oper-
ations. 

(b) Welding and burning operations 
shall not be conducted in the vicinity 
of cargo handling operations unless 
such hot work is part of the cargo oper-
ation. 

APPENDIX I TO PART 1917—SPECIAL CARGO GEAR AND CONTAINER SPREADER TEST 
REQUIREMENTS (MANDATORY) [SEE § 1917.50(c)(5)] 

Type gear Test requirement Tested by Proof test 

A. All Special Cargo Handling Gear Purchased or Manufactured on or After January 21, 1998 

1. Safe Working 
Load—greater 
than 5 short 
tons (10,000 
lbs./4.5 metric 
tons).

Prior to initial use ......................... OSHA accredited agency only ..... Up to 20 short 
tons.

125% SWL 

Prior to reuse after structural 
damage repair 

From 20 to 50 
short tons 

5 short tons in 
excess of 
SWL 

Every four years after initial proof 
load test 

OSHA accredited agency or des-
ignated person (40)(1) 125% 
SWL 

Over 50 short 
tons 

110% SWL 

2. Safe Working 
Load—5 short 
tons or less.

Prior to initial use 
Prior to reuse after structural 

damage repair 

OSHA accredited agency or des-
ignated person 

125% SWL 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 12:25 Jul 25, 2014 Jkt 232120 PO 00000 Frm 00276 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8002 Q:\29\29V7.TXT 31



267 

Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor Pt. 1918 

3. Intermodal 
container 
spreaders not 
part of vessel’s 
cargo handling 
gear.

Prior to initial use 

Prior to reuse after structural 
damage repair 

OSHA accredited agency only 

Every four years after initial proof 
load test.

OSHA accredited agency or des-
ignated person.

125% SWL 

B. All Special Cargo Handling Gear in Use Prior to January 21, 1998 

1. Any Safe 
Working Load.

Every four years starting on Jan-
uary 21, 1998.

OSHA accredited agency or des-
ignated person.

Up to 20 short 
tons.

Prior to initial use or prior to 
reuse after structural damage 
repair 

OSHA accredited agency From 20 to 50 
short tons 

5 short tons in 
excess of 
SWL 

Over 50 short 
tons 

110% SWL 

2. Intermodal 
container 
spreaders not 
part of ship’s 
gear.

Every four years starting on Jan-
uary 21, 1998 

OSHA accredited agency or des-
ignated person 

Prior to initial use or prior to 
reuse after structural damage 
repair 

OSHA accredited agency 125% SWL 

[65 FR 40943, June 30, 2000] 

PART 1918—SAFETY AND HEALTH 
REGULATIONS FOR LONGSHORING 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
1918.1 Scope and application. 
1918.2 Definitions. 
1918.3 Incorporation by reference 
1918.4 OMB control numbers under the Pa-

perwork Reduction Act. 
1918.5 Compliance duties owed to each em-

ployee. 

Subpart B—Gear Certification 

1918.11 Gear certification (See also §§ 1918.2, 
definition of ‘‘Vessel’s cargo handling 
gear’’ and 1918.51). 

Subpart C—Gangways and Other Means 
of Access 

1918.21 General requirements. 
1918.22 Gangways. 
1918.23 Jacob’s ladders. 
1918.24 Fixed and portable ladders. 
1918.25 Bridge plates and ramps (See also 

§ 1918.86). 
1918.26 Access to barges and river towboats. 

Subpart D—Working Surfaces 

1918.31 Hatch coverings. 
1918.32 Stowed cargo and temporary landing 

surfaces. 

1918.33 Deck loads. 
1918.34 Other decks. 
1918.35 Open hatches. 
1918.36 Weather deck rails. 
1918.37 Barges. 

Subpart E—Opening and Closing Hatches 

1918.41 Coaming clearances. 
1918.42 Hatch beam and pontoon bridles. 
1918.43 Handling hatch beams and covers. 

Subpart F—Vessel’s Cargo Handling Gear 

1918.51 General requirements (See also 
§ 1918.11 and appendix III of this part). 

1918.52 Specific requirements. 
1918.53 Cargo winches. 
1918.54 Rigging gear. 
1918.55 Cranes (See also § 1918.11). 

Subpart G—Cargo Handling Gear and 
Equipment Other Than Ship’s Gear 

1918.61 General (See also appendix IV of this 
part). 

1918.62 Miscellaneous auxiliary gear. 
1918.63 Chutes, gravity conveyors and roll-

ers. 
1918.64 Powered conveyors. 
1918.65 Mechanically-powered vehicles used 

aboard vessels. 
1918.66 Cranes and derricks other than ves-

sel’s gear. 
1918.67 Notifying ship’s officers before using 

certain equipment. 
1918.68 Grounding. 
1918.69 Tools. 
1918.70–1918.80 [Reserved] 
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