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§§1918.70-1918.80

cuts. The lower guard shall cover the
saw to the depth of the teeth, except
for the minimum arc required to allow
proper retraction and contact with the
work. When the tool is withdrawn from
the work, the lower guard shall auto-
matically and instantly return to the
covering position.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40946, June 30, 2000]

§§1918.70-1918.80 [Reserved]

Subpart H—Handling Cargo

§1918.81 Slinging.

(a) Drafts shall be safely slung before
being hoisted. Lioose dunnage or debris
hanging or protruding from loads shall
be removed.

(b) Cargo handling bridles, such as
pallet bridles, which are to remain at-
tached to the hoisting gear while hoist-
ing successive drafts, shall be attached
by shackles, or other positive means
shall be taken to prevent them from
being accidentally disengaged from the
cargo hook.

(c) Drafts of lumber, pipe, dunnage
and other pieces, the top layer of which
is not bound by the sling, shall be
slung in a way that prevents sliders.
Double slings shall be used on
unstrapped dunnage, unless, due to the
size of hatch or deep tank openings,
using them is impracticable.

(d) Case hooks shall be used only
with cases designed to be hoisted by
these hooks.

(e) Bales of cotton, wool, cork, wood
pulp, gunny bags or similar articles
shall not be hoisted by straps unless
the straps are strong enough to support
the weight of the bale. At least two
hooks, each in a separate strap, shall
be used.

(f) Unitized loads bound by bands or
straps may be hoisted by the banding
or strapping only if the banding or
strapping is suitable for hoisting and is
strong enough to support the weight of
the load.

(g) Additional means to maintain the
unitized loads during hoisting shall be
employed to ensure safe lifting of such
loads having damaged banding or
strapping.

(h) Loads requiring continuous man-
ual guidance during handling shall be
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guided by guide ropes (tag lines) that
are long enough to control the load.

(i) No draft shall be hoisted unless
the winch or crane operator(s) can
clearly see the draft itself or see the
signals of a signalman who is observing
the draft’s movement.

(j) Intermodal containers shall be
handled in accordance with §1918.85.

(k) The employer shall require that
employees stay clear of the area be-
neath overhead drafts or descending
lifting gear.

(1) The employer shall not permit
employees to ride the hook or the load,
except as provided for in §1918.85(g).

§1918.82 Building drafts.

(a) Drafts shall be built or means
shall be taken to prevent cargo from
falling from them.

(b) Buckets and tubs used in handling
bulk or frozen cargo shall not be loaded
above their rims.

§1918.83 Stowed cargo; tiering and
breaking down.

(a) When necessary to protect per-
sonnel working in a hold, the employer
shall secure or block stowed cargo that
is likely to shift or roll.

(b) In breaking down stowed cargo,
precautions shall be taken to prevent
remaining cargo from falling.

(c) Employees trimming bulk cargo
shall be checked in and out by the job
boss. Before securing any reefer com-
partment, a check shall be made to en-
sure that no employee remains inside.
Frequent checks shall be made to en-
sure the safety of any employee work-
ing alone in a tank or cargo compart-
ment.

§1918.84 Bulling cargo.

(a) Bulling cargo shall be done with
the bull line led directly from the heel
block. However, bulling may be done
from the head of the boom when the
nature of the cargo and the surface
over which it is dragged are such that
the load cannot be stalled, or when the
winch actually does not have sufficient
strength, with the purchase used, to
overload the boom.

(b) Snatch blocks shall be used to
provide a fair lead for the bull line to
avoid unnecessary dragging of the bull

294



Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor

line against coamings and obstruc-
tions.

(c) Snatch blocks shall not be used
with the point of the hook resting on
the flange of a beam, but shall be hung
from padeyes, straps, or beam clamps.
Snatch blocks or straps shall not be
made fast to batten cleats or other in-
secure fittings.

(d) Beam frame clamps shall be so se-
cured as to prevent their slipping, fall-
ing, or being pulled from their sta-
tionary attachment.

(e) Falls led from cargo booms of ves-
sels shall not be used to move scows,
lighters or railcars.

§1918.85 Containerized
ations.

cargo oper-

(a) Container markings. Every inter-
modal container shall be legibly and
permanently marked with:

(1) The weight of the container when
empty, in pounds;

(2) The maximum cargo weight the
container is designed to carry, in
pounds; and

(3) The sum of the weight of the con-
tainer and the maximum cargo weight,
in pounds.

(b) Container weight. No container
shall be hoisted by any lifting appli-
ance unless the following conditions
have been met:

(1) The employer shall determine
from the carrier whether a container to
be hoisted is loaded or empty. Before
loading or discharging, empty con-
tainers shall be identified in a manner
that will inform every supervisor and
job boss on the site and in charge of
loading or discharging, or every crane
or other hoisting equipment operator
and signalman, that such container is
empty. Methods of identification may
include cargo plans, manifests, or
markings on the container.

(2) For a loaded container:

(i) The actual gross weight shall be
plainly marked and visible to the crane
or other hoisting equipment operator
or signalman, or to every supervisor or
job boss on site and in charge of the op-
eration; or

(ii) The cargo stowage plan or equiva-
lent permanently recorded display
serving the same purpose, containing
the actual gross weight and the serial
number or other positive identification

§1918.85

of that specific container, shall be pro-
vided to the crane or other hoisting
equipment operator and signalman,
and to every supervisor and job boss on
site and in charge of the operation.

(3) Every outbound container re-
ceived at a marine terminal ready to
load aboard a vessel without further
consolidation or loading shall be
weighed to obtain the actual gross
weight, either at the terminal or else-
where, before being hoisted.

(4)(i) When container weighing scales
are found at a marine terminal, any
outbound container with a load con-
solidated at that terminal shall be
weighed to obtain the actual weight be-
fore being hoisted.

(ii) If the terminal has no scales, the
actual gross weight may be calculated
from the container’s contents and the
container’s empty weight. The weights
used in the calculation shall be posted
conspicuously on the container, with
the name of the person making the cal-
culation, and the date.

(6) Open top vehicle-carrying con-
tainers, and those built specifically and
used solely for the carriage of com-
pressed gases, are excepted from para-
graphs (b)(3) and (b)(4) of this section.

(6) Closed dry van containers car-
rying vehicles are exempted from para-
graph (b)(4) of this section if:

(i) The container carries only com-
pletely assembled vehicles and no
other cargo;

(ii) The container is marked on the
outside so that an employee can read-
ily discern that the container is car-
rying vehicles; and

(iii) The vehicles were loaded into
the container at the marine terminal.

(7) The weight of loaded inbound con-
tainers from foreign ports shall be de-
termined by weighing, by the method
of calculation described in paragraph
(b)(4)(ii1) of this section or by shipping
documents.

(8) Any scale used within the United
States to weigh containers for the re-
quirements of this section shall meet
the accuracy standards of the state or
local public authority in which the
scale is found.

(c) Owverloaded containers. No con-
tainer shall be hoisted if its actual
gross weight exceeds the weight
marked as required in paragraph (a)(3)
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