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and engineers. It is why we secured stronger protections and more preven-
tive services for women under the Affordable Care Act. It is why we have
fought for greater workplace flexibility, access to capital and training for
women-owned businesses, and equal pay for equal work. And it is why we
have taken action to reduce violence against women at home and abroad,
and to empower women around the world with full political and economic
opportunity.

Meeting those challenges will not be easy. But our history shows that when
we couple grit and ingenuity with our basic beliefs, there is no barrier we
cannot overcome. We can stay true to our founding creed that in America,
all things should be possible for all people. That spirit is what called our
mothers and grandmothers to fight for a world where no wall or ceiling
could keep their daughters from their dreams. And today, as we take on
the defining issues of our time, America looks to the next generation of
movers and marchers to lead the way.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2013 as Women’s
History Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month and to cel-
ebrate International Women’s Day on March 8, 2013, with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities. I also invite all Americans to visit
www.WomensHistoryMonth.gov to learn more about the generations of
women who have shaped our history.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8936 of February 28, 2013
Read Across America Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, people of all ages will mark Read Across America Day by cele-
brating stories that have shaped us. We take this opportunity to reflect on
the transformative power of the written word and lift up literacy as a key
to success in the 21st century.

We also take time to remember Theodor Seuss Geisel—better known as Dr.
Seuss—whose works of humor and heart remind us that it is never too
early to kindle a passion for reading. Books open the window to worlds
of imagination, and the lessons they teach form the bedrock for a lifetime
of learning. By encouraging reading at home and in school, parents, care-
givers, and educators help set our children on the path to years of fulfill-
ment and possibility. American progress depends on what we do for our
students, so all of us must strive to empower the next generation with the
tools they need to build a brighter future.
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Great written works resonate with us. They challenge us. They reveal new
insights about ourselves and the world we share. Today, as we celebrate
the ways reading has enriched our lives, let us recommit to giving our sons
and daughters the fullest opportunity to find inspiration on the printed
page.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 1, 2013, as Read
Across America Day. I call upon children, families, educators, librarians,
public officials, and all the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8937 of March 1, 2013
National Consumer Protection Week, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Over 4 years ago, widespread abuses in America’s financial system nearly
brought our economy to its knees. Millions saw their life savings erode,
businesses shuttered their doors, and families were devastated by job loss
and foreclosure. This crisis cast a harsh light on the breakdown in over-
sight that led to an epidemic of irresponsibility, and it highlighted the need
for common-sense regulations to protect the vast majority of Americans
from the reckless actions of a few. During National Consumer Protection
Week, we remember those lessons, and we recognize that our shared pros-
perity depends on empowering all Americans to make sound decisions for
themselves and their families.

My Administration is ramping up consumer protection throughout the
economy. Last year, we established a new unit to combat fraud and inves-
tigate the abusive lending and mortgage packaging that led to the housing
crisis. We launched the “Know Before You Owe” campaign to help stu-
dents and their parents make smart decisions about paying for college. We
cracked down on unscrupulous lenders and credit card companies that
charge hidden fees. And we did away with the practice of adding pages
of misleading fine print to important financial agreements.

We are also committed to helping consumers avoid scams, protect their
personal information, and make good financial decisions. That is why agen-
cies across the Federal Government joined with consumer advocates to
launch www.NCPW.gov, an online resource that provides practical advice
for managing finances and safeguarding against identity theft.

As the driving force behind our economy, consumers deserve clear rules,
fair treatment, and full disclosure. Whether opening credit cards, buying
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