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Proclamation 8951 of March 29, 2013

National Financial Capability Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

All Americans deserve the chance to turn their hard work into a decent liv-
ing for their families and a bright future for their children. Seizing that op-
portunity takes more than drive and initiative—it also requires smart finan-
cial planning. During National Financial Capability Month, we recommit to
empowering individuals and families with the knowledge and tools they
need to get ahead in today’s economy.

My Administration is dedicated to helping people make sound decisions
in the marketplace. Last year, we partnered with businesses and commu-
nity leaders to roll out new public and private commitments to increasing
financial literacy. We released a new financial capability toolkit to help
schools and employers as they launch their own initiatives. And with our
College Scorecard and Financial Aid Shopping Sheet, we are working to
give families clear, transparent information on college costs so they can
make good choices when they invest in higher education. Together, we can
prepare young people to tackle financial challenges—from learning how to
budget responsibly to saving for college, starting a business, or opening a
retirement account.

Financial capability also means helping people avoid scams and demand
fair treatment when they take out a mortgage, use a credit card, or apply
for a student loan. My Administration continues to encourage responsi-
bility at all levels of our financial system by cracking down on deceptive
practices and ensuring that consumers are informed of their rights.

We also know that too many families are living paycheck-to-paycheck, un-
able to take advantage of tools that would help them plan for a middle
class life. That is why we must build ladders of opportunity for everyone
willing to climb them—from a fair minimum wage that lifts working Amer-
icans out of poverty to high-quality preschool and early education that gets
every child on the right track early. These reforms would encourage the
kind of broad-based economic growth that gives everyone a better chance
to secure their financial future.

Our history shows that there is no economic engine more powerful than
a thriving middle class. Reigniting that engine means giving ordinary citi-
zens the tools to find prosperity, including strong financial capability. To
learn more about managing money and navigating the 21st-century market-
place, visit www.MyMoney.gov and www.ConsumerFinance.gov, or call 1-
888—MyMoney.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2013 as National
Financial Capability Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this
month with programs and activities to improve their understanding of fi-
nancial principles and practices.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8952 of March 29, 2013

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month,
2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the last 20 years, our Nation has made meaningful progress toward ad-
dressing sexual assault. Where victims were once left without recourse,
laws have opened a path to safety and justice; where a culture of fear once
kept violence hidden, survivors are more empowered to speak out and get
help. But even today, too many women, men, and children suffer alone or
in silence, burdened by shame or unsure anyone will listen. This month,
we recommit to changing that tragic reality by stopping sexual assault be-
fore it starts and ensuring victims get the support they need.

Sexual violence is an affront to human dignity and a crime no matter
where it occurs. While rape and sexual assault affect all communities,
those at the greatest risk are children, teens, and young women. Nearly one
in five women will be a victim of sexual assault during college. For some
groups, the rates of violence are even higher—Native American women are
more than twice as likely to experience sexual assault as the general popu-
lation. Moreover, we know rape and sexual assault are consistently under-
reported, and that the physical and emotional trauma they leave behind
can last for years.

With Vice President Joe Biden’s leadership, we have made preventing sex-
ual violence and supporting survivors a top priority. Earlier this month, I
was proud to sign the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act, which
renews and strengthens the law that first made it possible for our country
to address sexual assault in a comprehensive way. The Act preserves crit-
ical services like rape crisis centers, upholds protections for immigrant vic-
tims, gives State and tribal law enforcement better tools to investigate cases
of rape, and breaks down barriers that keep lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender victims from getting help. It also expands funding for sexual
assault nurse examiner programs and sexual assault response teams, help-
ing States deliver justice for survivors and hold offenders accountable.

Just as we keep fighting sexual assault in our neighborhoods, we must also
recommit to ending it in our military—because no one serving our country
should be at risk of assault by a fellow service member. Where this crime
does take place, it cannot be tolerated; victims must have access to support,
and offenders must face the consequences of their actions. Members of our
Armed Forces and their families can learn more about the resources avail-
able to them at 1-877-995-5247 and SafeHelpline.org.
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