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throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until sun-
set, April 20, 2013. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for 
the same length of time at all United States embassies, legations, consular 
offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and 
naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8959 of April 19, 2013 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, millions of Americans fall victim to crime through no fault of 
their own. These are people we know: families trying to rebuild after finan-
cial fraud or identity theft, grandparents spending their golden years in the 
shadow of elder abuse, children whose right to safety has been stolen away 
by violence or neglect. Many struggle to get help in the aftermath of a 
crime, and some never report their crime at all. During National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week, we reaffirm our solemn obligation to ensure they get the 
services they need—from care and counseling to justice under the law. 

Thanks to thousands of victim assistance programs all across our country, 
we are making progress toward that goal. As dedicated advocates continue 
their important work, my Administration will continue to support them by 
raising awareness about victims’ rights, making sure those rights are pro-
tected and practiced, and investing in training programs for law enforce-
ment and other professionals. I was proud to sign the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act into law last month, preserving and strength-
ening critical services for victims of abuse. We have continued to crack 
down on financial crimes that leave too many families struggling to get 
back on their feet. And we are stepping up our efforts in the fight against 
human trafficking, whether it occurs halfway around the world or right 
here at home. 

Even now, we have more work to do. As an epidemic of gun violence has 
swept through places like Newtown, Aurora, Oak Creek, and cities and 
towns all across America, our country has come up against the hard ques-
tion of whether we are doing enough to protect our children and our com-
munities. As Americans everywhere have stood up and spoken out for 
change, my Administration has responded with reforms that give law en-
forcement, schools, mental health professionals, and public health officials 
better tools to reduce violent crime. But we cannot solve this problem 
alone. That is why I will continue to fight for common-sense measures that 
would address the epidemic of gun violence and help keep our children 
safe. 
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By working to prevent crime and extend support to those in need, we keep 
faith with our fellow citizens and the basic values that unite us. Let us 
renew that common cause this week, and let us rededicate ourselves to ad-
vancing it in the year ahead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through April 
27, 2013, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe this week by participating in events that raise awareness 
of victims’ rights and services, and by volunteering to serve victims in their 
time of need. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8960 of April 19, 2013 

National Volunteer Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As Americans, we are inheritors to a legacy of diversity unlike any other 
place on earth. We are home to more than 300 million people who come 
from every background, practice every faith, and hold every point of view. 
But where difference could draw us apart, we are bound together by a sin-
gle sacred word: citizen. It defines our way of life, and it captures our be-
lief in something bigger than ourselves—the notion that our destiny is 
shared, and all of us do better when we accept certain obligations to one 
another. 

National Volunteer Week is a time to renew that fundamentally American 
idea of service and responsibility. It is also a time to recognize the men, 
women, and children who bring that principle into practice every day by 
lifting up the people around them. Volunteering rates are the highest they 
have been in years. More Americans are answering the call to serve—not 
for fanfare or attention, but because they want to give back. And as they 
do, they are making our communities stronger. They are boosting local 
economies. And they are building ladders of opportunity for those who 
need them most. 

My Administration is dedicated to helping more Americans make that com-
mitment. Through the Corporation for National and Community Service, 
we are investing in programs like AmeriCorps, FEMA Corps, and Senior 
Corps so more people can focus their talents on improving our neighbor-
hoods. As we continue to draw down our forces abroad, we are opening 
up new ways for Americans to serve our veterans and military families 
here at home. We are encouraging States to let workers on unemployment 
insurance volunteer and build the skills they need to find a job. And this 
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