AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Proc. 8967 Title 3—The President

you come from, or what faith you practice, all of us have an equal share
in America’s promise.

It was such a belief that drew generations of Jewish immigrants to our
shores. It is what brought Jewish families westward when pogroms and per-
secution cast a shadow over Europe in the last century. It is what led Holo-
caust survivors and Jews trapped behind the Iron Curtain to rebuild their
lives across the Atlantic. And with every group that arrived here, the Jew-
ish American community grew stronger. Our Nation grew stronger. Jewish
immigrants from all over the world wove new threads into our cultural fab-
ric with rich traditions and indomitable faith, and their descendants pio-
neered incredible advances in science and the arts. Teachings from the
Torah lit the way toward a more perfect Union, from women’s rights to
workers’ rights to the end of segregation.

That story is still unfolding today. Jewish Americans continue to guide our
country’s progress as scientists and teachers, public servants and private
citizens, wise leaders and loving parents. We see their accomplishments in
every neighborhood, and we see them abroad in our unbreakable bond with
Israel that Jewish Americans helped forge. More than 350 years have
passed since Jewish refugees first made landfall on American shores. We
take this month to celebrate the progress that followed, and the bright fu-
ture that lies ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2013 as Jewish
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to visit
www.JewishHeritageMonth.gov to learn more about the heritage and con-
tributions of Jewish Americans and to observe this month with appropriate
programs, activities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year two thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8967 of April 30, 2013
National Building Safety Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When natural disasters and other hazards put American lives at risk, robust
codes and standards for our buildings play an important role in keeping
us safe. They ensure our homes and businesses are resilient to the chal-
lenges of our time—not just by making them structurally sound, but also
by boosting their energy efficiency. This month, as we pay tribute to profes-
sionals who design, construct, and secure our infrastructure, let us raise
awareness about building safety and rededicate ourselves to improving it
in the days to come.
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Protecting our communities from harm requires commitment from all of us.
Alongside partners in government and industry, my Administration is en-
couraging stakeholders across our country to adopt disaster-resistant build-
ing codes and standards. We are collaborating with experts to issue modern
guidance on construction and retrofitting techniques. And we are sup-
porting cities and towns from coast to coast as they pursue disaster pre-
paredness, mitigation, and redevelopment. To get involved, visit
www.Ready.gov.

Time and again, devastating natural disasters have tested the strength of
our communities and the resilience of our people. Our capacity to with-
stand these threats depends on what we do to prepare today—from rein-
forcing critical infrastructure to making sure our buildings adhere to local
codes and standards. This month, we take up those tasks once more and
recommit to safety in the year ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2013 as National
Building Safety Month. I encourage citizens, government agencies, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and other interested groups to join in activities that
raise awareness about building safety. I also call on all Americans to learn
more about how they can contribute to building safety at home and in their
communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8968 of April 30, 2013
National Foster Care Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, we have no task more important than ensuring our children
grow up healthy and safe. It is a promise we owe to the hundreds of thou-
sands of youth in foster care—boys and girls who too often go without the
love, protection, and stability of a permanent family. This month, we re-
commit to giving them that critical support, and we recognize the foster
parents and professionals who work every day to lift up the children in
their care toward a bright, productive future.

Thanks to those efforts, the number of young people in foster care is falling
and fewer children are waiting for adoption. But even now, more than
400,000 kids are looking for permanency with caring parents. Many are
struggling to find the meaningful, long-term relationships that will help
them transition into adulthood. Some young men and women are aging out
of the system without a permanent home, making it harder for them to get
a good education, find a job, and build a better life.
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