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Proclamations Proc. 8980 

This week, we pay solemn tribute to men and women who did. Setting 
aside fear and doubt, these officers made the ultimate sacrifice to preserve 
the rule of law and the communities they loved. They heard the call to 
serve and answered it; braved the line of fire; charged toward the danger. 
Our hearts are heavy with their loss, and on Peace Officers Memorial Day, 
our Nation comes together to reflect on the legacy they left us. 

As we mark this occasion, let us remember that we can do no greater serv-
ice to those who perished than by upholding what they fought to protect. 
That means doing everything we can to make our communities safer. It 
means putting cops back on the beat and supporting them with the tools 
and training they need. It means getting weapons of war off our streets and 
keeping guns out of the hands of criminals—common-sense measures that 
would reduce gun violence and help officers do their job safely and effec-
tively. 

Together, we can accomplish those goals. So as we take this time to honor 
law enforcement in big cities and small towns all across our country, let 
us join them in pursuit of a brighter tomorrow. Our police officers serve 
and sacrifice on our behalf every day, and as citizens, we owe them noth-
ing less than our full and lasting support. 

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962, as amended (76 Stat. 676), 
and by Public Law 103–322, as amended (36 U.S.C. 136–137), the President 
has been authorized and requested to designate May 15 of each year as 
‘‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls as ‘‘Police 
Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2013, as Peace Officers Memorial 
Day and May 12 through May 18, 2013, as Police Week. I call upon all 
Americans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties. I also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States, and appropriate officials of all units of government, 
to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. 
I further encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes and businesses on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8980 of May 10, 2013 

Mother’s Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, sons and daughters all across America come together to honor the 
women who raised them. Whether single or in partnership, foster or adop-
tive, mothers hold a special place in our hearts. For many of us, they are 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:30 Jul 01, 2014 Jkt 232006 PO 00000 Frm 00093 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\232006T.XXX 232006Tw
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



80 

Title 3—The President Proc. 8980 

our first caretakers and our first teachers, imparting the early lessons that 
guide us growing up. And no matter the challenges we face or the paths 
we choose, moms are there for their children with hope and love—scraping 
and sacrificing and doing whatever it takes to give them a bright future. 

That work has often stretched outside the home. In the century since Amer-
icans first came together to mark Mother’s Day, generations of women have 
empowered their children with the courage and grit to fight for change. But 
they have also fought to secure it themselves. Mothers pioneered a path to 
the vote, from Seneca Falls to the 19th Amendment. They helped write 
foundational protections into our laws, like freedom from workplace dis-
crimination and access to affordable health care. They shattered ceilings in 
business and government, on the battlefield and on the court. With every 
step, they led the way to a more perfect Union, widening the circle of op-
portunity for our daughters and sons alike. 

That history of striving and success affirms America’s promise as a place 
where all things can be possible for all people. But even now, we have 
more work to do before that promise is made real for each of us. Workplace 
inflexibility puts a strain on too many mothers juggling their jobs’ needs 
with those of their kids. Wage inequality still leaves too many families 
struggling to make ends meet. These problems affect all of us—and just as 
mothers pour themselves into giving their children the best chance in life, 
we need to make sure they get the fairness and opportunities they deserve. 

On Mother’s Day, we give thanks to proud, caring women from every walk 
of life. Whether balancing the responsibilities of career and family or taking 
up the work of sustaining a home, a mother’s bond with her child is un-
wavering; her love, unconditional. Today, we celebrate those blessings, and 
we renew them for the year to come. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), 
has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and 
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 12, 2013, as Mother’s Day. I urge all 
Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers everywhere, and I call 
upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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