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significantly increase the proportion of people who know of their hepatitis
B and C infections. In addition, the Affordable Care Act requires health in-
surance plans to cover, without co-pays, hepatitis A and B vaccines as rec-
ommended for children and adults at elevated risk for infection, as well as
hepatitis B screenings for pregnant women at their first prenatal visit. After
June 2014, new health plans must cover screening, without co-pays, for
hepatitis C virus infection in persons at high risk for infection. Plans must
also cover one-time screening for hepatitis C infection for adults born be-
tween 1945 and 1965.

Viral hepatitis is a silent epidemic, and we can only defeat it if we break
that silence. Now is the time to learn the risk factors for hepatitis, talk to
family, friends, and neighbors who may be at risk, and to speak with
healthcare providers about strategies for staying healthy. On World Hepa-
titis Day, let each of us lend our support to those living with hepatitis and
do our part to bring this epidemic to an end.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 28, 2013, as World
Hepatitis Day. I encourage citizens, Government agencies, nonprofit organi-
zations, and communities across the Nation to join in activities that will
increase awareness about hepatitis and what we can do to prevent it.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9002 of August 9, 2013
National Health Center Week, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Community health centers play a critical role in providing affordable, high-
quality preventive and primary health care to millions of Americans. From
urban centers to rural towns, they offer vital services regardless of ability
to pay—services that help patients stay healthy and avoid emergency room
visits. During National Health Center Week, we recognize health centers’
significant contributions to keeping America healthy, and we offer our con-
tinuing support to the dedicated providers who operate them.

Today, health centers operate thousands of clinics across our country. One
in every fifteen people living in the United States depends on their serv-
ices. They are an important source of jobs in many low-income commu-
nities, employing more than 148,000 people nationwide. And with clinical
and support staff who are responsive to their communities’ needs and cul-
tures, health centers are important partners in our efforts to reduce health
disparities. From coast to coast, they coordinate care and build profes-
sional, compassionate health care teams focused on improving patient out-
comes.
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Proc. 9003 Title 3—The President

My Administration has worked to strengthen this essential network.
Through the Affordable Care Act and the Recovery Act, we have made sig-
nificant investments that have helped health centers expand their work,
which is now reaching more than 20 million people each year.

As millions of Americans gain access to more health insurance options
through the Affordable Care Act, health centers remain as valuable as ever.
They help community members understand their options, determine their
eligibility, and review possibilities for financial assistance. With support
and funding from the health care law, health centers are also helping the
uninsured enroll in plans made available through the new Health Insurance
Marketplace, as well as in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance
Program.

This week, we celebrate these valuable services and extend our thanks to
the women and men who operate America’s health centers.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of August 11
through August 17, 2013, as National Health Center Week. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate this week by visiting their local health center, meet-
ing health center providers, and exploring the programs they offer to help
keep families healthy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9003 of August 23, 2013
Women’s Equality Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On August 26, 1920, after decades of organizing, agitating, and dem-
onstrating, our country achieved a major victory for women’s rights and
American democracy. The 19th Amendment was certified, extending the
vote to women and advancing our Nation’s long journey toward full equal-
ity for all Americans. The ratification of the 19th Amendment paved the
way for more women to participate in American politics—as leaders, can-
didates, voters, and volunteers. Today, women make up the majority of the
electorate, and last year a record number of women were elected to the
United States Congress. On Women’s Equality Day, we celebrate the
progress that has been made, and renew our commitment to securing equal
rights, freedoms, and opportunities for women everywhere.

From the beginning, my Administration has been committed to advancing
the historic march toward gender equality. We have fought for equal pay,
prohibited gender discrimination in America’s healthcare system, and es-
tablished the White House Council on Women and Girls, which works to
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