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Proc. 9020 Title 3—The President

Throughout our history, immigrants have embraced the spirit of liberty,
equality, and justice for all—the same ideals that stirred the patriots of
1776 to rise against an empire, guided the Framers as they built a stronger
republic, and moved generations to bridge our founding promise with the
realities of our time.

The pursuit of this promise defines our history; with amendments that
trace our national journey, the Constitution bears witness to how far we
have come. As we celebrate the world’s longest surviving written charter
of government, let us remember that upholding our founding principles re-
quires us to challenge modern injustices. Let us accept our responsibilities
as citizens, our obligations to one another and to future generations. Let us
move forward with the knowledge that in the face of impossible odds,
those who love their country can change it.

In remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition of the
Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities of citizen-
ship, the Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 106),
designated September 17 as “Constitution Day and Citizenship Day,” and
by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108), requested that the
President proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending Sep-
tember 23 of each year as “Constitution Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2013, as Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day, and September 17 through September 23, 2013, as Con-
stitution Week. I encourage Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civic, social, and educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that bring together community members to reflect on
the importance of active citizenship, recognize the enduring strength of our
Constitution, and reaffirm our commitment to the rights and obligations of
citizenship in this great Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9020 of September 16, 2013

Honoring the Victims of the Tragedy at the Washington Navy
Yard

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the victims of the senseless acts of violence per-
petrated on September 16, 2013, at the Washington Navy Yard, by the au-
thority vested in me as President of the United States by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, I hereby order that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and
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upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Territories and pos-
sessions until sunset, September 20, 2013. I also direct that the flag shall
be flown at half-staff for the same length of time at all United States embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all
military facilities and naval vessels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9021 of September 19, 2013
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our country endures because in every generation, courageous Americans
answer the call to serve in our Armed Forces. They represent the very best
of the human spirit, stand tall for the values and freedoms we cherish, and
uphold peace and security at home and around the globe. Today, we pay
tribute to the service members who have not returned from the battlefield,
we stand beside their families, and we honor those who are held captive
as prisoners of war. We will never forget their sacrifice, nor will we ever
abandon our responsibility to do everything in our power to bring them
home.

America remains steadfast in our determination to recover our missing pa-
triots. Our work is not finished until our heroes are returned safely to our
shores or a full accounting is provided to their loved ones. We must care
for the men and women who have served so selflessly in our name, and
we must carry forward the legacy of those whose fates are still unknown.
Today, and every day, we express our profound appreciation to our service
members, our veterans, our military families, and all those who placed
themselves in harm’s way to sustain the virtues that are the hallmarks of
our Union.

On September 20, 2013, the stark black and white banner symbolizing
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over the
White House; the United States Capitol; the Departments of State, Defense,
and Veterans Affairs; the Selective Service System Headquarters; the World
War II Memorial; the Korean War Veterans Memorial; the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial; United States post offices; national cemeteries; and other loca-
tions across our country. We raise this flag as a solemn reminder of our
obligation to always remember the sacrifices made to defend our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 20, 2013, as
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