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Title 3—The President Proc. 9039 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9039 of October 10, 2013 

International Day of the Girl, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From Asia to Europe, from Africa to the Americas, nations that have em-
braced the ideals of equality and inclusion have emerged more stable, 
peaceful, and prosperous. When countries empower girls to pursue their 
dreams, they not only fulfill a basic moral obligation, they also realize more 
fully their social and economic potential. Over the past few decades, the 
global community has made great progress in increasing opportunity and 
equality for women and girls, but far too many girls face futures limited 
by violence, social norms, educational barriers, and even national law. On 
International Day of the Girl, we stand firm in the belief that all men and 
women are created equal, and we advance the vision of a world where girls 
and boys look to the future with the same sense of promise and possibility. 

My Administration is committed to expanding opportunity for girls on the 
world stage. We are promoting gender equality in education, cracking down 
on human trafficking, and working to empower women and girls to con-
tribute in the workplace and in public life. Building on my challenge to 
the United Nations in September 2011, a broad coalition of countries and 
organizations has joined the United States in forming the Equal Futures 
Partnership, an international effort to break down barriers to the economic 
and political empowerment of women and girls. We are working to break 
the cycle of poverty by educating and empowering girls, including through 
a new global outreach and engagement campaign. We are funding programs 
to encourage girls around the world to pursue careers in science and tech-
nology. And because child marriage is a threat to fundamental human 
rights, my Administration has strengthened reporting and launched several 
initiatives to prevent child marriage. 

At home, we are leading by example. We are encouraging girls to pursue 
degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics— 
fields that will allow them to drive innovation while working in the high- 
paying jobs of the future. We are funding evidence-based strategies to re-
duce teen pregnancy in the United States, and we are also motivating girls 
to become leaders—from hosting the first-ever White House conference on 
girls’ leadership and civic engagement to sponsoring an app challenge to 
spur new ways to inspire girls to become leaders in government. 

As we observe this day, there is a girl in an unknown country who will 
grow to spark the next great scientific revolution, but only if she gets a shot 
at a higher education. Across the globe there are girls who will one day 
lead nations, if only we afford them the chance to choose their own des-
tinies. And on every continent, there are girls who will go on to change 
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Proclamations Proc. 9040 

the world in ways we can only imagine, if only we allow them the freedom 
to dream. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2013, as 
International Day of the Girl. I call upon all Americans to observe this day 
with programs, ceremonies, and activities that advance equality and oppor-
tunity for girls everywhere. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9040 of October 11, 2013 

National School Lunch Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1946, when American communities bore the weight of endemic mal-
nutrition, and parents struggled to provide their children with decent meals 
for the long school day, President Harry Truman signed the National 
School Lunch Act. The law is based on a simple conviction—that in the 
most powerful Nation on earth, no child should go hungry. And today, 
with more than 32 million children participating in the National School 
Lunch Program, strong nutrition at school remains as important as ever. 
During National School Lunch Week, we recommit to the basic promise 
that every American child should have a chance to succeed, and we recog-
nize the role nutrition plays in giving our children the opportunity to reach 
for their dreams. 

My Administration is working to fulfill our essential commitment to Amer-
ica’s sons and daughters. For too many of our children, food served at 
school may be their only regular meals, providing the sustenance they need 
to focus and excel. With the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, we expanded 
access to school meals while taking action to combat childhood obesity. 
Obesity now affects 17 percent of all children and adolescents in the 
United States—triple the rate from just one generation ago—and that means 
more of our children are at risk for preventable health problems including 
diabetes and heart disease. We updated nutritional standards for school 
meals, balancing calories and limiting fat and sodium while increasing 
servings of fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. First Lady Michelle 
Obama’s Let’s Move! initiative works with elected officials, parents, 
schools, and communities to help young people and their parents access 
healthy foods and make healthy choices, empowering students to be en-
gaged in the classroom and active throughout their lives. 

As he signed the National School Lunch Act into law, President Truman 
reminded us that ‘‘In the long view, no nation is any healthier than its chil-
dren.’’ This week, as we look to a healthy future, we give our thanks to 
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