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Proclamations Proc. 9044 

Nowhere is our Nation’s strength more evident than in the men and women 
in uniform who embody the American spirit of selflessness, courage, and 
sacrifice. Across the globe and here at home, they and their families face 
challenges most of us will never fully understand so all of us can live in 
freedom. Our public servants too, and our teachers, nurses, and workers, 
toil without fanfare so the people of this country can count on a secure 
homeland and a growing economy, a healthy future, and a chance at suc-
cess for their children. 

The children we raise today are surrounded by proud examples of integrity, 
and moral courage, but it is our task as parents, community members, and 
leaders to teach them not only the skills they need to succeed, but also the 
values that keep our country strong. This week, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to helping our children turn away from bullying, harassment, and dis-
crimination, and to giving them the confidence and integrity to stand up 
for each other, imagine a brighter future, and realize their dreams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 20 through Octo-
ber 26, 2013, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9044 of October 18, 2013 

National Forest Products Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation’s forests are essential to our lasting prosperity and to who we 
are as a people. These natural wonders provide clean air and water for our 
communities and abundant habitats for wildlife, as well as building mate-
rials for our homes, and jobs and recreation for workers and families across 
our country. During National Forest Products Week, we celebrate the sus-
tainable uses of America’s forests and the important contributions they 
make to our economy and our national life. 

In addition to providing renewable supplies of wood and energy and show-
ing visitors of all ages the value of preserving our natural spaces, forests 
play a critical role in combatting climate change and protecting the air we 
breathe through absorption of carbon dioxide emissions. My Administra-
tion is committed to cutting carbon pollution in the United States, and 
safeguarding and restoring our forests will help us fulfill that mission. We 
also continue to advance community-driven conservation, preservation, 
and outdoor recreation initiatives that are strengthening local economies 
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and contributing to the well-being of lands, waters, and wildlife. Through 
the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, we have put the communities that 
will thrive when lands are healthy and abundant, and when they draw visi-
tors from around the world, at the forefront of shaping conservation agen-
das across our country. 

The strength, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests will be 
vital to our progress in the years ahead. This week, we recommit to col-
laborating across land ownership and landscapes, and we look to a future 
where America’s forests will enrich our country for generations to come. 

To recognize the importance of products from our forests, the Congress, by 
Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week 
beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National Forest 
Products Week’’ and has authorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim October 20 through October 26, 2013, as Na-
tional Forest Products Week. I call on the people of the United States to 
join me in recognizing the dedicated individuals who are responsible for 
the stewardship of our forests and for the preservation, management, and 
use of these precious natural resources for the benefit of the American peo-
ple. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9045 of October 23, 2013 

United Nations Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1945, after two world wars that showed the horrific lethality of modern 
conflict, 51 member states came together to create the United Nations, a 
bold new organization that sought to build a lasting peace for the genera-
tions to follow. Today, 68 years after the adoption of the United Nations 
Charter, we mark United Nations Day by reaffirming our commitment to its 
purposes and principles. We celebrate the organization’s challenging and 
often unheralded work of forging a world in which every man, woman, and 
child can live in freedom, dignity, and peace. 

With the aim of sparing their children and grandchildren from the ravages 
of war, the members of the United Nations committed ‘‘to unite our 
strength to maintain international peace and security.’’ In the nearly seven 
decades since they adopted these words in the United Nations Charter, the 
global threats to international peace and security have changed, but the 
need for international cooperation has only increased. While the United 
Nations was founded after a period of cataclysmic war among states, today 
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