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also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff on that day at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, in-
cluding all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9047 of October 31, 2013 

Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over the last few decades, our Nation has grown increasingly dependent 
on critical infrastructure, the backbone of our national and economic secu-
rity. America’s critical infrastructure is complex and diverse, combining 
systems in both cyberspace and the physical world—from power plants, 
bridges, and interstates to Federal buildings and the massive electrical grids 
that power our Nation. During Critical Infrastructure Security and Resil-
ience Month, we resolve to remain vigilant against foreign and domestic 
threats, and work together to further secure our vital assets, systems, and 
networks. 

As President, I have made protecting critical infrastructure a top priority. 
Earlier this year, I signed a Presidential Policy Directive to shore up our 
defenses against physical and cyber incidents. In tandem with my Execu-
tive Order on cybersecurity, this directive strengthens information sharing 
within my Administration and between the Federal Government and its 
many critical infrastructure partners, while also ensuring strong privacy 
protections. Because of the interconnected nature of our critical infrastruc-
ture, my Administration will continue to work with businesses and indus-
try leaders and build on all the great work done to date. With these part-
ners, and in cooperation with all levels of government, we will further en-
hance the security and resilience of our critical infrastructure. 

We must continue to strengthen our resilience to threats from all hazards 
including terrorism and natural disasters, as well as cyber attacks. We must 
ensure that the Federal Government works with all critical infrastructure 
partners, including owners and operators, to share information effectively 
while jointly collaborating before, during, and after an incident. This in-
cludes working with infrastructure sectors to harden their assets against ex-
treme weather and other impacts of climate change. 

Emerging and evolving threats require the engagement of our entire Na-
tion—from all levels of government to the private sector and the American 
people. This month, as we recognize that safeguarding our critical infra-
structure is an economic and security imperative, let each of us do our part 
to build a more resilient Nation. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2013 as Crit-
ical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month. I call upon the people 
of the United States to recognize the importance of protecting our Nation’s 
resources and to observe this month with appropriate events and training 
to enhance our national security and resilience. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9048 of October 31, 2013 

Military Family Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Throughout our Nation’s history, an unbroken chain of patriots has 
strengthened us in times of peace and defended us in times of war. Yet the 
courageous men and women of the United States military do not serve 
alone. Standing alongside them are husbands and wives, parents and chil-
dren, sisters and brothers. During Military Family Month, we celebrate the 
families who make daily sacrifices to keep our Nation whole, and we re-
member a most sacred obligation—to serve them as well as they serve us. 

Military families exemplify the courage and resolve that define our national 
character. For their country and their loved ones, they rise to the chal-
lenges of multiple deployments and frequent moves—spouses who care and 
provide for children in their partners’ absence, kids who make new friends 
and leave known comforts behind. They are the force behind the force, pa-
triots who support their family members in uniform while enriching the 
communities they call home. 

While our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen are de-
fending the country they love, their country must provide for the families 
they love. Through First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden’s Joining 
Forces initiative, my Administration has worked tirelessly to engage Amer-
ican citizens and businesses in this cause. Joining Forces encourages the 
private sector to hire veterans and military spouses, helps schools become 
more responsive to military children’s needs, and expands access to 
wellness and education programs for military families. Since the initiative 
began in 2011, businesses have hired and trained more than 290,000 vet-
erans and military spouses. My Administration is also taking action to im-
prove mental health care and education for veterans, service members, and 
their families. Last year, I signed an Executive Order directing the Federal 
Government to increase access to these vital services. And this year, as a 
result of the Supreme Court decision striking down Section 3 of the De-
fense of Marriage Act, the Department of Defense moved swiftly to extend 
benefits to legally married same-sex couples. 
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