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because their talents demand it and because no one who fights for our
country should ever have to fight for a job.

This year, in marking the 60th anniversary of the Korean War Armistice,
we resolved that in the United States of America, no war should be forgot-
ten, and no veteran should be overlooked. Let us always remember our
wounded, our missing, our fallen, and their families. And as we continue
our responsible drawdown from the war in Afghanistan, let us welcome
our returning heroes with the support and opportunities they deserve.

Under the most demanding of circumstances and in the most dangerous
corners of the earth, America’s veterans have served with distinction. With
courage, self-sacrifice, and devotion to our Nation and to one another, they
represent the American character at its best. On Veterans Day and every
day, we celebrate their immeasurable contributions, draw inspiration from
their example, and renew our commitment to showing them the fullest sup-
port of a grateful Nation.

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service mem-
bers have made to the cause of peace and freedom around the world, the
Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each year
shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor our Nation’s veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2013, as Veterans Day. I en-
courage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our veterans
through appropriate public ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon
Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of the United States
and to participate in patriotic activities in their communities. I call on all
Americans, including civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship,
schools, and communities to support this day with commemorative expres-
sions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9056 of November 8, 2013
World Freedom Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On November 9, 1989, Germans from East and West united to bring down
the Berlin Wall, marking the arrival of a new age. A symbol of oppression
crumbled under the force of popular will. A people transitioned from the
pain of division to the joy of reunification. And all over Europe, corrupt
dictatorships gave way to new democracies. On World Freedom Day, we
remember that for all the raw power of authoritarian regimes, it is ulti-
mately citizens who decide whether to be defined by a wall or whether to
tear it down.
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Twenty-four years ago, the United States stood alongside people who de-
manded their basic liberties and nations that reclaimed the right to set their
own course. The democracies that emerged are now some of America’s
strongest allies, united around the ideals of freedom and equality. These al-
liances are the foundation of our global security and the engine of our glob-
al economy.

As we commemorate the fall of the Berlin Wall, we recognize that the fight
for human dignity goes on. Decades after the fall of the Iron Curtain, the
United States continues to march with those who are reaching for freedom
around the world. Today, let us remember that our fates and fortunes are
linked as never before; when one nation takes a step toward liberty, all of
us are a little more free. Let us offer our support to all those still struggling
to throw off the weight of oppression and embrace a brighter day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 2013, as
World Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities, reaffirming our dedica-
tion to freedom and democracy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9057 of November 14, 2013
America Recycles Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During the First and Second World Wars, Americans showed their patriot-
ism by participating in scrap drives and salvage collections. A committed
citizenry gave up their personal typewriters, joined in volunteer efforts to
harvest oil-producing peanuts, and donated old tires in a nationwide push
to conserve and repurpose resources vital to our common welfare. Today,
we face new threats—to our environment, our health, and our climate—that
require all of us to do our part. On America Recycles Day, we carry forward
a great national tradition and enlist a new generation of environmental
stewards.

A typical American produces more than four pounds of waste each day,
and some of this waste, including old computers and cell phones, could
damage our health and harm our environment if not recycled properly. Re-
cycling not only reduces pollution, but also saves energy, preserves valu-
able raw materials, and reduces emissions of greenhouse gases that con-
tribute to climate change. In addition, it spurs economic growth, generating
billions of dollars each year and supporting local manufacturers who de-
pend on recycled materials to make their products.
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