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Proclamations Proc. 9063 

www.Business.USA.gov, where any firm can seek out financing opportuni-
ties, navigate Federal bureaucracy, and cut through red tape. 

This week, we celebrate America’s minority enterprises, renew our commit-
ment to helping them grow, and look with pride toward the promise of the 
future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 1 through De-
cember 7, 2013, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call upon all 
Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority 
enterprises. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9063 of November 26, 2013 

Thanksgiving Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Thanksgiving offers each of us the chance to count our many blessings— 
the freedoms we enjoy, the time we spend with loved ones, the brave men 
and women who defend our Nation at home and abroad. This tradition re-
minds us that no matter what our background or beliefs, no matter who we 
are or who we love, at our core we are first and foremost Americans. 

Our annual celebration has roots in centuries-old colonial customs. When 
we gather around the table, we follow the example of the Pilgrims and 
Wampanoags, who shared the fruits of a successful harvest nearly 400 years 
ago. When we offer our thanks, we mirror those who set aside a day of 
prayer. And when we join with friends and neighbors to alleviate suffering 
and make our communities whole, we honor the spirit of President Abra-
ham Lincoln, who called on his fellow citizens to ‘‘fervently implore the 
interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and 
to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the 
full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.’’ 

Our country has always been home to Americans who recognize the impor-
tance of giving back. Today, we honor all those serving our Nation far from 
home. We also thank the first responders and medical professionals who 
work through the holiday to keep us safe, and we acknowledge the volun-
teers who dedicate this day to those less fortunate. 

This Thanksgiving Day, let us forge deeper connections with our loved 
ones. Let us extend our gratitude and our compassion. And let us lift each 
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other up and recognize, in the oldest spirit of this tradition, that we rise 
or fall as one Nation, under God. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28, 
2013, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the 
United States to join together—whether in our homes, places of worship, 
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors— 
and give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express apprecia-
tion to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with oth-
ers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9064 of November 27, 2013 

World AIDS Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each year on World AIDS Day, we come together as a global community 
to fight a devastating pandemic. We remember the friends and loved ones 
we have lost, stand with the estimated 35 million people living with HIV/ 
AIDS, and renew our commitment to preventing the spread of this virus 
at home and abroad. If we channel our energy and compassion into 
science-based results, an AIDS-free generation is within our reach. 

My Administration released the first comprehensive National HIV/AIDS 
Strategy in 2010. Since then, we have made significant progress in strength-
ening scientific investments, expanding effective HIV/AIDS education and 
prevention, and connecting stakeholders in both the public and private sec-
tors. At the same time, advances in our scientific understanding have al-
lowed us to better fight this disease. We know now that by focusing on 
early detection and treatment, we can both prevent long-term complications 
and reduce transmission rates. To build on this progress, I issued an Execu-
tive Order in July establishing the HIV Care Continuum Initiative, which 
addresses the gaps in care and prevention, especially among communities 
with the greatest HIV burden. And this November, I signed the HIV Organ 
Policy Equity Act, lifting the ban on research into the possibility of organ 
transplants between people with HIV. 

My Administration remains committed to reducing the stigma and dispari-
ties that fuel this epidemic. Beginning in 2014, the Affordable Care Act will 
require health insurance plans to cover HIV testing without any additional 
out-of-pocket costs. It will also prohibit discrimination based on HIV status 
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