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platforms and pipelines or other facili-
ties; 

(b) Permanently plug all wells; 
(c) Remove all platforms and other 

facilities, except as provided in 
§§ 250.1725(a) and 250.1730. 

(d) Decommission all pipelines; 
(e) Clear the seafloor of all obstruc-

tions created by your lease and pipe-
line right-of-way operations; and 

(f) Conduct all decommissioning ac-
tivities in a manner that is safe, does 
not unreasonably interfere with other 

uses of the OCS, and does not cause 
undue or serious harm or damage to 
the human, marine, or coastal environ-
ment. 

§ 250.1704 When must I submit decom-
missioning applications and re-
ports? 

You must submit decommissioning 
applications and receive approval and 
submit subsequent reports according to 
the table in this section. 

DECOMMISSIONING APPLICATIONS AND REPORTS TABLE 

Decommissioning applications and re-
ports When to submit Instructions 

(a) Initial platform removal application 
[not required in the Gulf of Mexico 
OCS Region].

In the Pacific OCS Region or Alaska 
OCS Region, submit the application 
to the Regional Supervisor at least 
2 years before production is pro-
jected to cease.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1726. 

(b) Final removal application for a plat-
form or other facility.

Before removing a platform or other 
facility in the Gulf of Mexico OCS 
Region, or not more than 2 years 
after the submittal of an initial plat-
form removal application to the Pa-
cific OCS Region and the Alaska 
OCS Region.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1727. 

(c) Post-removal report for a platform 
or other facility.

Within 30 days after you remove a 
platform or other facility.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1729. 

(d) Pipeline decommissioning applica-
tion.

Before you decommission a pipeline .. Include information required under 
§ 250.1751(a) or § 250.1752(a), as applica-
ble. 

(e) Post-pipeline decommissioning re-
port.

Within 30 days after you decommis-
sion a pipeline.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1753. 

(f) Site clearance report for a platform 
or other facility.

Within 30 days after you complete site 
clearance verification activities.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1743(b). 

(g) Form BSEE–0124, Application for 
Permit to Modify (APM). The submis-
sion of your APM must be accom-
panied by payment of the service fee 
listed in § 250.125.

(1) Before you temporarily abandon or 
permanently plug a well or zone.

(i) Include information required under 
§§ 250.1712 and 250.1721. 

(ii) When using a BOP for abandonment oper-
ations include information required under 
§ 250.1705. 

(2) Within 30 days after you plug a 
well.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1717. 

(3) Before you install a subsea protec-
tive device.

Refer to § 250.1722(a). 

(4) Within 30 days after you complete 
a protective device trawl test.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1722(d). 

(5) Before you remove any casing 
stub or mud line suspension equip-
ment and any subsea protective de-
vice.

Refer to § 250.1723. 

(6) Within 30 days after you complete 
site clearance verification activities.

Include information required under 
§ 250.1743(a). 

[76 FR 64462, Oct. 18, 2011, as amended at 77 FR 50896, Aug. 22, 2012] 

§ 250.1705 What BOP information must 
I submit? 

If you plan to use a BOP for abandon-
ment operations, your decommis-
sioning application must include the 
following BOP descriptions: 

(a) A description of the BOP system 
and system components, including 
pressure ratings of BOP equipment and 
proposed BOP test pressures; 

(b) A schematic drawing of the BOP 
system that shows the inside diameter 
of the BOP stack, number and type of 
preventers, all control systems and 
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pods, location of choke and kill lines, 
and associated valves; 

(c) Independent third-party 
verification and supporting docu-
mentation that show the blind-shear 
rams installed in the BOP stack are ca-
pable of shearing any drill pipe (includ-
ing workstring and tubing) in the hole 
under maximum anticipated surface 
pressure. The documentation must in-
clude actual shearing and subsequent 
pressure integrity test results for the 
most rigid pipe to be used and calcula-
tions of shearing capacity of all pipe to 
be used in the well, including correc-
tion for Maximum Anticipated Surface 
Pressure (MASP); 

(d) When you use a subsea BOP stack, 
independent third-party verification 
that shows: 

(1) The BOP stack is designed for the 
specific equipment on the rig and for 
the specific well design; 

(2) The BOP stack has not been com-
promised or damaged from previous 
service; 

(3) The BOP stack will operate in the 
conditions in which it will be used; and 

(e) The qualifications of the inde-
pendent third-party referenced in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section in-
cluding evidence that: 

(1) The independent third-party in 
this section is a technical classifica-
tion society, or a licensed professional 
engineering firm, or a registered pro-
fessional engineer capable of providing 
the verifications required under this 
part. 

(2) You must: 
(i) Include evidence that the reg-

istered professional engineer, or a tech-
nical classification society, or engi-
neering firm you are using or its em-
ployees hold appropriate licenses to 
perform the verification in the appro-
priate jurisdiction, and evidence to 

demonstrate that the individual, soci-
ety, or firm has the expertise and expe-
rience necessary to perform the re-
quired verifications. 

(ii) Ensure that an official represent-
ative of BSEE will have access to the 
location to witness any testing or in-
spections, and verify information sub-
mitted to BSEE. Prior to any shearing 
ram tests or inspections, you must no-
tify the BSEE District Manager at 
least 72 hours in advance. 

[77 FR 50897, Aug. 22, 2012] 

§ 250.1706 What are the requirements 
for blowout prevention equipment? 

If you use a BOP for any well aban-
donment operations, your BOP must 
meet the following requirements: 

(a) The BOP system, system compo-
nents, and related well-control equip-
ment must be designed, used, main-
tained, and tested in a manner nec-
essary to assure well-control in fore-
seeable conditions and circumstances, 
including subfreezing conditions. The 
working pressure rating of the BOP 
system and system components must 
exceed the expected surface pressure to 
which they may be subjected. If the ex-
pected surface pressure exceeds the 
rated working pressure of the annular 
preventer, you must submit with Form 
BSEE–0124, requesting approval of the 
well abandonment operations, a well- 
control procedure that indicates how 
the annular preventer will be utilized, 
and the pressure limitations that will 
be applied during each mode of pres-
sure control. 

(b) The minimum BOP system for 
well abandonment operations with the 
tree removed must meet the appro-
priate standards from the following 
table: 

When . . . The minimum BOP stack must include . . . 

(1) The expected pressure is less than 
5,000 psi, 

Three BOPs consisting of an annular, one set of pipe rams, and one set of blind- 
shear rams. 

(2) The expected pressure is 5,000 psi or 
greater or you use multiple tubing 
strings, 

Four BOPs consisting of an annular, two sets of pipe rams, and one set of blind- 
shear rams. 

(3) You handle multiple tubing strings si-
multaneously, 

Four BOPs consisting of an annular, one set of pipe rams, one set of dual pipe 
rams, and one set of blind-shear rams. 

(4) You use a tapered drill string, (i) At least one set of pipe rams that are capable of sealing around each size of 
drill string. 

(ii) If the expected pressure is greater than 5,000 psi, then you must have at least 
two sets of pipe rams that are capable of sealing around the larger size drill 
string. 

(iii) You may substitute one set of variable bore rams for two sets of pipe rams. 
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