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(6) A letter signed by your authorized
representative stating that he/she wit-
nessed the trawling test.

(e) If a temporarily abandoned well is
protected by a subsea device installed
in a water depth less than 100 feet,
mark the site with a buoy installed ac-
cording to the USCG requirements.

(f) Provide annual reports to the Re-
gional Supervisor describing your plans
to either re-enter and complete the
well or to permanently plug the well.

(g) Ensure that all subsea wellheads,
casing stubs, mud line suspensions, or
other obstructions in water depths less
than 300 feet remain protected.

(1) To confirm that the subsea pro-
tective covering remains properly in-
stalled, either conduct a visual inspec-
tion or perform a trawl test at least
annually.

(2) If the inspection reveals that a
casing stub or mud line suspension is
no longer properly protected, or if the
trawl does not pass over the subsea
protective covering without causing
damage to the covering, the casing
stub or mud line suspension equipment,
or the trawl, notify the appropriate
District Manager within 5 days, and
perform the necessary remedial work
within 30 days of discovery of the prob-
lem.

(3) In your annual report required by
paragraph (f) of this section, include
the inspection date, results, and meth-
od used and a description of any reme-
dial work you will perform or have per-
formed.

(h) You may request approval to
waive the trawling test required by
paragraph (c) of this section if you plan
to use either:

(1) A buoy with automatic tracking
capabilities installed and maintained
according to USCG requirements at 33
CFR part 67 (or its successor); or

(2) A design and installation method
that has been proven successful by
trawl testing of previous protective de-
vices of the same design and installed
in areas with similar bottom condi-
tions.

§250.1725

§250.1723 What must I do when it is
no longer necessary to maintain a
well in temporary abandoned sta-
tus?

If you or BSEE determines that con-
tinued maintenance of a well in a tem-
porary abandoned status is not nec-
essary for the proper development or
production of a lease, you must:

(a) Promptly and permanently plug
the well according to §250.1715;

(b) Remove any casing stub or mud
line suspension equipment and any
subsea protective covering. You must
submit a request for approval to per-
form such work to the appropriate Dis-
trict Manager using form BSEE-0124,
Application for Permit to Modify; and

(c) Clear the well site according to
§§250.1740 through 250.1742.

REMOVING PLATFORMS AND OTHER
FACILITIES

§250.1725 When do I have to remove
platforms and other facilities?

(a) You must remove all platforms
and other facilities within 1 year after
the lease or pipeline right-of-way ter-
minates, unless you receive approval to
maintain the structure to conduct
other activities. Platforms include pro-
duction platforms, well jackets, single-
well caissons, and pipeline accessory
platforms. Other activities include
those supporting OCS oil and gas pro-
duction and transportation, as well as
other energy-related or marine-related
uses (including LNG) for which ade-
quate financial assurance for decom-
missioning has been provided to a Fed-
eral agency which has given BSEE a
commitment that it has and will exer-
cise authority to compel the perform-
ance of decommissioning within a time
following cessation of the new use ac-
ceptable to BSEE. The approval will
specify:

(1) Whether you must continue to
maintain any financial assurance for
decommissioning; and

(2) Whether, and under what cir-
cumstances, you must perform any de-
commissioning not performed by the
new facility owner/user.

(b) Before you may remove a plat-
form or other facility, you must sub-
mit a final removal application to the
Regional Supervisor for approval and
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