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domiciled at the date of death. Vol-
untary representative procedures may 
be used only if: 

(i) There has been no administration, 
no administration is contemplated, and 
no summary or small estate procedures 
under applicable local law have been 
used; 

(ii) The total redemption value of the 
Treasury securities and held payments, 
if any, held directly on our records 
that are the property of the decedent’s 
estate is $100,000 or less as of the date 
of death; and 

(iii) There is a person eligible to 
serve as the voluntary representative 
according to paragraph (e)(3) of this 
section. 

(2) Authority of voluntary representa-
tive. A voluntary representative may: 

(i) Redeem the decedent’s savings 
bonds that are eligible for redemption 
on behalf of the persons entitled by the 
law of the jurisdiction in which the de-
cedent was domiciled at the date of 
death; 

(ii) Distribute the decedent’s savings 
bonds to the persons entitled by the 
law of the jurisdiction in which the de-
cedent was domiciled at the date of 
death. 

(3) Order of precedence for voluntary 
representative. An individual eighteen 
years of age or older may act as a vol-
untary representative according to the 
following order of precedence: A sur-
viving spouse; if there is no surviving 
spouse, then a child of the decedent; if 
there are none of the above, then a de-
scendant of a deceased child of the de-
cedent; if there are none of the above, 
then a parent of the decedent; if there 
are none of the above, then a brother 
or sister of the decedent; if there are 
none of the above, then a descendant of 
a deceased brother or sister of the dece-
dent; if there are none of the above, 
then a next of kin of the decedent, as 
determined by the law of the jurisdic-
tion in which the decedent was domi-
ciled at the date of death. As used in 
this order of precedence, child means a 
natural or adopted child of the dece-
dent. 

(4) Liability. By serving, the vol-
untary representative warrants that 
the distribution of payments or savings 
bonds is to the persons entitled by the 
law of the jurisdiction in which the de-

cedent was domiciled at the date of 
death. The United States is not liable 
to any person for the improper dis-
tribution of payments or securities. 
Upon payment or distribution of the 
securities at the request of the vol-
untary representative, the United 
States is released to the same extent as 
if it had paid or delivered to a rep-
resentative of the estate appointed pur-
suant to the law of the jurisdiction in 
which the decedent was domiciled at 
the date of death. The voluntary rep-
resentative shall indemnify and hold 
harmless the United States and all 
creditors and persons entitled to the 
estate of the decedent. The amount of 
the indemnification is limited to an 
amount no greater than the value re-
ceived by the voluntary representative. 

(f) Creditor. If there has been no ad-
ministration, no administration is con-
templated, no summary or small estate 
procedures under applicable local law 
have been used, and there is no person 
eligible to serve as a voluntary rep-
resentative pursuant to paragraph (e) 
of this section, then a creditor may 
make a claim for payment of the 
amount of the debt, providing the debt 
has not been barred by applicable local 
law. 

[70 FR 57432, Sept. 30, 2005] 

§ 360.72 [Reserved] 

Subpart L—Fiduciaries 
§ 360.75 Payment or reissue during the 

existence of the fiduciary estate. 
(a) Request from the fiduciaries named 

in the registration. A request for reissue 
or payment signed by at least one, but 
less than all, of the fiduciaries named 
in the registration shall be deemed suf-
ficient and acceptable proof that less 
than all of the fiduciaries may properly 
execute the request. If the fiduciaries 
named in the registration are still act-
ing, no further evidence will be re-
quired. In other cases, i.e., cases in 
which the fiduciary is not designated 
by name and title in the bond registra-
tion or a fiduciary designated in the 
bond registration is no longer acting, 
the request must be made in accord-
ance with subparts J and K of this part. 

(b) Corporate fiduciaries. If a bond is 
registered in the name of a public or 
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private corporation, such as a financial 
institution, or a governmental body as 
fiduciary, the request must be signed 
by an authorized officer in the name of 
the organization as fiduciary. Ordi-
narily, a signed and certified request 
will be accepted without further evi-
dence. 

(c) Trustee of a common trust fund. A 
bond held by a financial institution as 
a trustee may be reissued in the name 
of the institution as trustee of its com-
mon trust fund to the extent that par-
ticipation in the common trust fund is 
authorized by law or regulation. The 
request for reissue should be executed 
by the institution and any co-trustee. 

(d) Successor fiduciary. If the fiduciary 
in whose name the bond is registered 
has been replaced by another fiduciary, 
a properly executed form or satisfac-
tory evidence of successorship should 
be furnished. 

§ 360.76 Payment or reissue after ter-
mination of the fiduciary estate. 

A bond registered in the name or 
title of a fiduciary may be paid or re-
issued to the person who has become 
entitled by reason of the termination 
of an estate, other than a decedent’s 
estate (see subpart K of this part). Re-
quests for reissue made by a fiduciary 
pursuant to the termination of a fidu-
ciary estate should be made on the ap-
propriate form. Requests for payment 
or reissue by other than the fiduciary 
must be accompanied by evidence to 
show that the person has become enti-
tled in accordance with applicable 
State law or otherwise. When two or 
more persons have become entitled, the 
request for payment or reissue must be 
signed by each of them. 

Subpart M—Miscellaneous 
Provisions 

§ 360.90 Waiver of regulations. 

The Commissioner of the Fiscal Serv-
ice, as designee of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may waive or modify any 
provision or provisions of the regula-
tions in this part. He or she may do so 
in any particular case or class of cases 
for the convenience of the United 
States or in order to relieve any person 
or persons of unnecessary hardship: 

(a) If such action would not be incon-
sistent with law or equity; 

(b) If it does not impair any material 
existing rights; and 

(c) If he or she is satisfied that such 
action would not subject the United 
States to any substantial expense or li-
ability. 

§ 360.91 Additional requirements; bond 
of indemnity. 

The Commissioner of the Fiscal Serv-
ice, as designee of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may require: 

(a) Such additional evidence as he or 
she may consider necessary or advis-
able; or 

(b) A bond of indemnity, with or 
without surety, in any case in which he 
or she may consider such a bond nec-
essary for the protection of the inter-
ests of the United States. 

§ 360.92 Supplements, amendments, or 
revisions. 

The Secretary of the Treasury may 
at any time, or from time to time, pre-
scribe additional, supplemental, 
amendatory, or revised rules and regu-
lations governing United States Sav-
ings Bonds. 

PART 361—CLAIMS PURSUANT TO 
THE GOVERNMENT LOSSES IN 
SHIPMENT ACT 

Sec. 
361.1 Scope of regulations. 
361.2 Definitions. 
361.3 Shipping procedure. 
361.4 Preparation of shipment. 
361.5 Record of shipment. 
361.6 Advice of shipment. 
361.7 Report of loss, destruction or damage. 
361.8 Claim for replacement. 
361.9 Proof of claim. 
361.10 Recoveries. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 6, 50 Stat. 480; 40 U.S.C. 
728. 

SOURCE: 41 FR 19302, May 12, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 49 FR 47002, 
Nov. 30, 1984, and further redesignated at 50 
FR 51394, Dec. 17, 1985. 

§ 361.1 Scope of regulations. 
This part governs the reporting of 

loss or destruction of, or damage to, 
valuables shipped pursuant to section 1 
of the Government Losses in Shipment 
Act (hereafter the Act) (40 U.S.C. 721) 
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