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to the exchange of personal commu-
nications over the Internet, such as in-
stant messaging, chat and email, social 
networking, sharing of photos and 
movies, web browsing, and blogging, is 
authorized, provided that such services 
are publicly available at no cost to the 
user. 

(b) This section does not authorize: 
(1) The direct or indirect exportation 

of services with knowledge or reason to 
know that such services are intended 
for the Government of Syria or any 
other person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant 
to § 542.201(a); 

(2) The direct or indirect exportation 
of Internet connectivity services or 
telecommunications transmission fa-
cilities (such as satellite or terrestrial 
network connectivity); 

(3) The direct or indirect exportation 
of web-hosting services that are for 
purposes other than personal commu-
nications (e.g., web-hosting services for 
commercial endeavors) or of domain 
name registration services; or 

(4) The direct or indirect exportation 
of any items to Syria. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b)(4) OF § 542.511: See 
§ 542.510 for a general license authorizing the 
exportation or reexportation of certain items 
and services to Syria. 

(c) Specific licenses may be issued on 
a case-by-case basis for the exportation 
of other, including fee-based, services 
incident to the sharing of information 
over the Internet. 

§ 542.512 Noncommercial, personal re-
mittances authorized. 

(a)(1) U.S. persons are authorized to 
send and receive, and U.S. depository 
institutions, U.S. registered brokers or 
dealers in securities, and U.S. reg-
istered money transmitters are author-
ized to process transfers of, funds to or 
from Syria or for or on behalf of an in-
dividual ordinarily resident in Syria in 
cases in which the transfer involves a 
noncommercial, personal remittance, 
provided the transfer is not by, to, or 
through the Government of Syria or 
any other person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pur-
suant to § 542.201(a). 

(2) Noncommercial, personal remit-
tances do not include charitable dona-
tions of funds to or for the benefit of an 

entity or funds transfers for use in sup-
porting or operating a business, includ-
ing a family-owned business. 

(b) The transferring institutions 
identified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may rely on the originator of a 
funds transfer with regard to compli-
ance with paragraph (a) of this section, 
provided that the transferring institu-
tion does not know or have reason to 
know that the funds transfer is not in 
compliance with paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

(c) An individual who is a U.S. person 
is authorized to carry funds as a non-
commercial, personal remittance, as 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, to an individual in Syria or ordi-
narily resident in Syria, other than an 
individual whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant 
to § 542.201(a), provided that the indi-
vidual who is a U.S. person is carrying 
the funds on his or her behalf, but not 
on behalf of another person. 

§ 542.513 Official activities of certain 
international organizations author-
ized. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, all trans-
actions and activities otherwise pro-
hibited by this part that are for the 
conduct of the official business of the 
United Nations, its Specialized Agen-
cies, Programmes, Funds, and Related 
Organizations by employees, contrac-
tors, or grantees thereof are author-
ized. 

NOTE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a) OF § 542.513: See 
the United Nations System Organizational 
Chart at http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/struc-
ture/pdfs/un-system-chart-color-sm.pdf for a 
listing of Specialized Agencies, Programmes, 
Funds, and Related Organizations of the 
United Nations. 

(b) Contractors or grantees con-
ducting transactions authorized pursu-
ant to paragraph (a) of this section 
must provide a copy of their contract 
or grant with the United Nations, or its 
Specialized Agencies, Programmes, 
Funds, and Related Organizations to 
any U.S. person before the U.S. person 
engages in or facilitates any trans-
action or activity prohibited by this 
part. If the contract or grant contains 
any sensitive or proprietary informa-
tion, such information may be redacted 
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or removed from the copy given to the 
U.S. person, provided that the informa-
tion is not necessary to demonstrate 
that the transaction is authorized pur-
suant to paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) This section does not authorize 
any transactions or activities with or 
involving persons whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pur-
suant to § 542.201(a), other than the 
Government of Syria. 

NOTE TO § 542.513: See § 542.510 for a general 
license authorizing the exportation or re-
exportation of certain items and services to 
Syria. 

§ 542.514 Transactions related to U.S. 
persons residing in Syria author-
ized. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, individuals who are 
U.S. persons residing in Syria are au-
thorized to pay their personal living 
expenses in Syria and to engage in 
other transactions, including with the 
Government of Syria, otherwise pro-
hibited by this part that are ordinarily 
incident and necessary to their per-
sonal maintenance within Syria, in-
cluding, but not limited to, payment of 
housing expenses, acquisition of goods 
or services for personal use, payment of 
taxes or fees to the Government of 
Syria, and purchase or receipt of per-
mits, licenses, or public utility services 
from the Government of Syria. 

(b) This section does not authorize: 
(1) Any debit to a blocked account of 

the Government of Syria on the books 
of a U.S. financial institution or to any 
other account blocked pursuant to 
§ 542.201(a); 

(2) Any transaction with a person 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to § 542.201(a) 
other than the Government of Syria; or 

(3) Transactions or services ordi-
narily incident to operating or sup-
porting a business in Syria, employ-
ment in Syria, or any new investment 
in Syria prohibited by § 542.206. 

§ 542.515 Operation of accounts au-
thorized. 

The operation of an account in a U.S. 
financial institution for an individual 
in Syria other than an individual 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to 

§ 542.201(a), is authorized, provided that 
transactions processed through the ac-
count: 

(a) Are of a personal nature and not 
for use in supporting or operating a 
business; 

(b) Do not involve transfers directly 
or indirectly to Syria or for the benefit 
of individuals ordinarily resident in 
Syria unless authorized by § 542.512; and 

(c) Are not otherwise prohibited by 
this part. 

§ 542.516 Certain services in support 
of nongovernmental organizations’ 
activities authorized. 

(a) Nongovernmental organizations 
are authorized to export or reexport 
services to Syria that would otherwise 
be prohibited by § 542.207 in support of 
the following not-for-profit activities: 

(1) Activities to support humani-
tarian projects to meet basic human 
needs in Syria, including, but not lim-
ited to, drought relief, assistance to 
refugees, internally displaced persons, 
and conflict victims, food and medicine 
distribution, and the provision of 
health services; 

(2) Activities to support democracy 
building in Syria, including, but not 
limited to, rule of law, citizen partici-
pation, government accountability, 
and civil society development projects; 

(3) Activities to support education in 
Syria, including, but not limited to, 
combating illiteracy, increasing access 
to education, and assisting education 
reform projects; 

(4) Activities to support non-commer-
cial development projects directly ben-
efiting the Syrian people, including, 
but not limited to, preventing infec-
tious disease and promoting maternal/ 
child health, sustainable agriculture, 
and clean water assistance; and 

(5) Activities to support the preserva-
tion and protection of cultural heritage 
sites in Syria, including, but not lim-
ited to, museums, historic buildings, 
and archaeological sites. 

(b) U.S. depository institutions, U.S. 
registered brokers or dealers in securi-
ties, and U.S. registered money trans-
mitters are authorized to process 
transfers of funds on behalf of U.S. or 
third-country non-governmental orga-
nizations to or from Syria in support of 
the activities authorized by paragraph 
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