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6 This OMB policy directive is available at 
the Internet site http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
omb/grants/grantsldocs.html. 

§ 21.565 Must DoD Components’ elec-
tronic systems accept Data Uni-
versal Numbering System (DUNS) 
numbers? 

The DoD Components must comply 
with paragraph 5.e of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) policy di-
rective entitled, ‘‘Requirement for a 
DUNS number in Applications for Fed-
eral Grants and Cooperative Agree-
ments.’’ 6 Paragraph 5.e requires elec-
tronic systems that handle information 
about grants and cooperative agree-
ments (which, for the DoD, include 
Technology Investment Agreements) to 
accept DUNS numbers. Each DoD Com-
ponent that awards or administers 
grants or cooperative agreements must 
ensure that DUNS numbers are accept-
ed by each such system for which the 
DoD Component controls the system 
specifications. If the specifications of 
such a system are subject to another 
organization’s control and the system 
can not accept DUNS numbers, the 
DoD Component must alert that orga-
nization to the OMB policy directive’s 
requirement for use of DUNS numbers 
with a copy to: Director for Basic 
Sciences, ODDR&E, 3040 Defense Pen-
tagon, Washington, DC 20301–3040. 

[72 FR 34986, June 26, 2007] 

Subpart F—Definitions 

§ 21.605 Acquisition. 

The acquiring (by purchase, lease, or 
barter) of property or services for the 
direct benefit or use of the United 
States Government (see more detailed 
definition at 48 CFR 2.101). In accord-
ance with 31 U.S.C. 6303, procurement 
contracts are the appropriate legal in-
struments for acquiring such property 
or services. 

§ 21.610 Agreements officer. 

An official with the authority to 
enter into, administer, and/or termi-
nate technology investment agree-
ments. 

§ 21.615 Assistance. 
The transfer of a thing of value to a 

recipient to carry out a public purpose 
of support or stimulation authorized by 
a law of the United States (see 31 U.S.C. 
6101(3)). Grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and technology investment 
agreements are examples of legal in-
struments used to provide assistance. 

§ 21.620 Award. 
A grant, cooperative agreement, 

technology investment agreement, or 
other nonprocurement instrument sub-
ject to one or more parts of the DoD 
Grant and Agreement Regulations (see 
appendix A to this part). 

§ 21.625 Contract. 
See the definition for procurement 

contract in this subpart. 

§ 21.630 Contracting activity. 
An activity to which the Head of a 

DoD Component has delegated broad 
authority regarding acquisition func-
tions, pursuant to 48 CFR 1.601. 

§ 21.635 Contracting officer. 
A person with the authority to enter 

into, administer, and/or terminate con-
tracts and make related determina-
tions and findings. A more detailed def-
inition of the term appears at 48 CFR 
2.101. 

§ 21.640 Cooperative agreement. 
A legal instrument which, consistent 

with 31 U.S.C. 6305, is used to enter into 
the same kind of relationship as a 
grant (see definition ‘‘grant’’), except 
that substantial involvement is ex-
pected between the Department of De-
fense and the recipient when carrying 
out the activity contemplated by the 
cooperative agreement. The term does 
not include ‘‘cooperative research and 
development agreements’’ as defined in 
15 U.S.C. 3710a. 

§ 21.645 Deviation. 
The issuance or use of a policy or 

procedure that is inconsistent with the 
DoDGARs. 

§ 21.650 DoD Components. 
The Office of the Secretary of De-

fense, the Military Departments, the 
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