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cargo from the cargo loading line to 
the cargo tank. 

Pigging means the transfer of residual 
cargo from a cargo loading line by 
using compressed inert gas to propel a 
‘‘pig’’ through the line toward a cargo 
tank. 

Pre-transfer conference means the con-
ference required by 33 CFR 156.120(w). 

Purging means introducing an inert 
gas into a tank and/or piping system to 
further reduce the existing hydro-
carbon and/or oxygen content to a level 
below which combustion cannot be sup-
ported if air is subsequently introduced 
into the tank or piping system. 

Stripping means the removal, to the 
maximum extent practicable, of cargo 
residue remaining in the barge’s cargo 
tanks and associated fixed piping sys-
tem after cargo transfer or during 
cleaning operations. 

Tank barge cleaning facility or TBCF 
means a facility used or capable of 
being used to conduct cleaning oper-
ations on a tank barge. 

Transfer facility means a facility as 
defined in 33 CFR 154.105, excluding 
tank barge cleaning or stripping facili-
ties. 

Vacuum displacement system means a 
system that removes vapors from a 
barge’s cargo tanks during gas freeing 
by sweeping air through the cargo tank 
hatch openings. 

Vapor balancing means the transfer of 
vapor displaced by incoming cargo 
from the tank of a vessel or facility re-
ceiving cargo into a tank of the vessel 
or facility delivering cargo via facility 
vapor collection system. 

Vapor collection system means an ar-
rangement of piping and hoses used to 
collect vapor emitted to or from a ves-
sel’s cargo tanks and to transport the 
vapor to a vapor processing unit or a 
tank. 

Vapor control system or VCS means an 
arrangement of piping and equipment 
used to control vapor emissions col-
lected to or from a vessel and includes 
the vapor collection system and the 
vapor processing unit or a tank. 

Vapor destruction unit means a vapor 
processing unit that destroys cargo 
vapor by a thermal destruction meth-
od. 

Vapor dispersion unit means a vapor 
processing unit that releases cargo 

vapor into the atmosphere through a 
venting system not located on the tank 
vessel. 

Vapor processing unit means the com-
ponents of a vapor control system that 
recover, destroy, or disperse vapor col-
lected from a vessel. 

Vapor recovery unit means a vapor 
processing unit that recovers cargo 
vapor by nondestructive means. 

Vessel vapor connection means the 
point in a vessel’s fixed vapor collec-
tion system where it connects to a 
vapor collection hose or arm. 

CERTIFYING ENTITIES 

§ 154.2010 Qualifications for accept-
ance as a certifying entity. 

To qualify for acceptance as a vapor 
control system (VCS) certifying entity, 
the entity must demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the Commandant that it 
possesses the following minimum 
qualifications: 

(a) The ability to review and evaluate 
design drawings and failure analyses 
for compliance to this subpart; 

(b) The knowledge of the applicable 
regulations of this subpart, including 
the standards incorporated by ref-
erence; 

(c) The ability to monitor and evalu-
ate test procedures and results for 
compliance with the operational re-
quirements of this subpart; 

(d) The ability to perform inspections 
and observe tests of bulk liquid cargo- 
handling systems; 

(e) The applicant must not be con-
trolled by an owner or operator of a 
vessel or facility engaged in control-
ling vapor emissions; 

(f) The applicant must not be depend-
ent upon Coast Guard acceptance under 
this section to remain in business; and 

(g) The person in charge of VCS cer-
tification must be a licensed profes-
sional engineer in a U.S. State or terri-
tory by August 15, 2014. 

§ 154.2011 Application for acceptance 
as a certifying entity. 

(a) An applicant seeking Coast Guard 
acceptance as a certifying entity of 
vapor control systems (VCSs) must 
submit a signed, written application to 
the Commandant containing the infor-
mation described in paragraph (b) of 
this section. The applicant’s signature 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 10:28 Oct 17, 2014 Jkt 232136 PO 00000 Frm 00351 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\232136.XXX 232136w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



342 

33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–14 Edition) § 154.2020 

certifies that the information in the 
application is true and that the appli-
cant is not dependent upon Coast 
Guard acceptance under this section to 
remain in business and constitutes con-
sent for the Coast Guard to verify any 
information contained in the applica-
tion, through personal examination of 
persons named in the application, or 
otherwise. If an applicant knowingly 
and willfully provides any false state-
ment or misrepresentation, or conceals 
a material fact in the application, the 
application may be denied or termi-
nated, and the applicant may be sub-
ject to prosecution under the provi-
sions of 18 U.S.C. 1001. 

(b) An application must include the 
following general information: 

(1) The name and address of the ap-
plicant, including subsidiaries and divi-
sions if applicable; 

(2) A description of the experience 
and qualifications of any person who 
would review or test systems on behalf 
of the applicant, showing that the per-
son is familiar with or otherwise quali-
fied to implement Coast Guard VCS 
regulations; and 

(3) A letter from a facility owner or 
operator stating his or her intent to 
use the services of the applicant to cer-
tify VCS installations. 

(c) The Commandant reviews each 
application and either issues a letter of 
acceptance as a certifying entity to the 
applicant, or notifies the applicant 
that it is not accepted, and maintains 
a list of currently accepted certifying 
entities that is available to the public 
at http://homeport.uscg.mil. 

(d) The acceptance of a certifying en-
tity may be terminated by the Com-
mandant for failure to review, inspect, 
or test a system properly in accordance 
with this subpart. 

(e) A certifying entity may not cer-
tify a facility VCS if that certifying 
entity was involved in the design or in-
stallation of the system. ‘‘Design or in-
stallation’’ includes, but is not limited 
to— 

(1) Performing system design calcula-
tions; 

(2) Providing chemical data; 
(3) Developing plans, specifications, 

and drawings; 
(4) Conducting failure analysis; and 
(5) Installing systems or components. 

(f) A certifying entity may not recer-
tify a VCS design, configuration, or 
operational change if it was involved in 
that change, and may not conduct an 
operational review of a VCS if it has 
been involved in the design, installa-
tion, or operation of the VCS. 

(g) A certifying entity may not con-
duct the failure analysis of a facility 
VCS it is certifying. The certifying en-
tity may only point out shortcomings 
shown by the failure analysis and may 
not propose changes to correct the 
shortcomings. 

(h) A certifying entity may not cer-
tify the VCS of any vessel or facility 
owner or operator that owns or has a 
controlling interest in the certifying 
entity. 

CERTIFICATION, RECERTIFICATION, AND 
OPERATIONAL REVIEW 

§ 154.2020 Certification and recertifi-
cation—owner/operator responsibil-
ities. 

(a) Prior to operating, a new vapor 
control system (VCS) installation must 
be certified under 33 CFR 154.2023 by a 
certifying entity as meeting the re-
quirements of this subpart. 

(b) A certified VCS or a Coast Guard- 
approved VCS that was operating prior 
to July 23, 1990 must be recertified by a 
certifying entity under 33 CFR 154.2023 
before it can— 

(1) Control vapors other than those 
for which it was originally certified; 

(2) Receive vapors from vessels other 
than those for which it was approved, if 
the VCS was in operation prior to July 
23, 1990; 

(3) Operate under any changed design 
or configuration; 

(4) Operate as part of multi-breasted 
barge-loading operations, if the VCS 
was not originally approved or certified 
for such operations; or 

(5) Be connected to a tank vessel if a 
pigging system is used to clear cargo in 
the cargo line back to the tank vessel. 

(c) For a transfer facility, prior to 
operating a VCS to control vapor from 
a tank vessel during cargo loading line 
pigging to clear cargo in the cargo 
loading line back to the tank vessel, 
the cargo loading line pigging system 
must be reviewed by a certifying entity 
as meeting the requirements of 33 CFR 
154.2104. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 10:28 Oct 17, 2014 Jkt 232136 PO 00000 Frm 00352 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\232136.XXX 232136w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-29T18:17:46-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




