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certifies that the information in the 
application is true and that the appli-
cant is not dependent upon Coast 
Guard acceptance under this section to 
remain in business and constitutes con-
sent for the Coast Guard to verify any 
information contained in the applica-
tion, through personal examination of 
persons named in the application, or 
otherwise. If an applicant knowingly 
and willfully provides any false state-
ment or misrepresentation, or conceals 
a material fact in the application, the 
application may be denied or termi-
nated, and the applicant may be sub-
ject to prosecution under the provi-
sions of 18 U.S.C. 1001. 

(b) An application must include the 
following general information: 

(1) The name and address of the ap-
plicant, including subsidiaries and divi-
sions if applicable; 

(2) A description of the experience 
and qualifications of any person who 
would review or test systems on behalf 
of the applicant, showing that the per-
son is familiar with or otherwise quali-
fied to implement Coast Guard VCS 
regulations; and 

(3) A letter from a facility owner or 
operator stating his or her intent to 
use the services of the applicant to cer-
tify VCS installations. 

(c) The Commandant reviews each 
application and either issues a letter of 
acceptance as a certifying entity to the 
applicant, or notifies the applicant 
that it is not accepted, and maintains 
a list of currently accepted certifying 
entities that is available to the public 
at http://homeport.uscg.mil. 

(d) The acceptance of a certifying en-
tity may be terminated by the Com-
mandant for failure to review, inspect, 
or test a system properly in accordance 
with this subpart. 

(e) A certifying entity may not cer-
tify a facility VCS if that certifying 
entity was involved in the design or in-
stallation of the system. ‘‘Design or in-
stallation’’ includes, but is not limited 
to— 

(1) Performing system design calcula-
tions; 

(2) Providing chemical data; 
(3) Developing plans, specifications, 

and drawings; 
(4) Conducting failure analysis; and 
(5) Installing systems or components. 

(f) A certifying entity may not recer-
tify a VCS design, configuration, or 
operational change if it was involved in 
that change, and may not conduct an 
operational review of a VCS if it has 
been involved in the design, installa-
tion, or operation of the VCS. 

(g) A certifying entity may not con-
duct the failure analysis of a facility 
VCS it is certifying. The certifying en-
tity may only point out shortcomings 
shown by the failure analysis and may 
not propose changes to correct the 
shortcomings. 

(h) A certifying entity may not cer-
tify the VCS of any vessel or facility 
owner or operator that owns or has a 
controlling interest in the certifying 
entity. 

CERTIFICATION, RECERTIFICATION, AND 
OPERATIONAL REVIEW 

§ 154.2020 Certification and recertifi-
cation—owner/operator responsibil-
ities. 

(a) Prior to operating, a new vapor 
control system (VCS) installation must 
be certified under 33 CFR 154.2023 by a 
certifying entity as meeting the re-
quirements of this subpart. 

(b) A certified VCS or a Coast Guard- 
approved VCS that was operating prior 
to July 23, 1990 must be recertified by a 
certifying entity under 33 CFR 154.2023 
before it can— 

(1) Control vapors other than those 
for which it was originally certified; 

(2) Receive vapors from vessels other 
than those for which it was approved, if 
the VCS was in operation prior to July 
23, 1990; 

(3) Operate under any changed design 
or configuration; 

(4) Operate as part of multi-breasted 
barge-loading operations, if the VCS 
was not originally approved or certified 
for such operations; or 

(5) Be connected to a tank vessel if a 
pigging system is used to clear cargo in 
the cargo line back to the tank vessel. 

(c) For a transfer facility, prior to 
operating a VCS to control vapor from 
a tank vessel during cargo loading line 
pigging to clear cargo in the cargo 
loading line back to the tank vessel, 
the cargo loading line pigging system 
must be reviewed by a certifying entity 
as meeting the requirements of 33 CFR 
154.2104. 
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(d) To apply for certification, the 
owner or operator of a facility VCS 
must submit plans, calculations, speci-
fications, and other related informa-
tion, including a qualitative failure 
analysis, to the certifying entity. Sug-
gested, but not mandatory, guidance 
for preparing a qualitative failure anal-
ysis can be found in the American In-
stitute of Chemical Engineers publica-
tion ‘‘Guidelines for Hazard Evaluation 
Procedures,’’ and in Military Standard 
MIL–STD–882B for a quantitative fail-
ure analysis. For assistance in locating 
those publications, contact the Coast 
Guard, Office of Design and Engineer-
ing Standards (CG–ENG), 2100 2nd 
Street SW., Stop 7126, Washington, DC 
20593–7126, telephone 202–372–1418 or via 
email at Hazmatstandards@uscg.mil. 
The analysis must demonstrate that— 

(1) The VCS can operate continuously 
and safely while controlling cargo va-
pors to or from tankships or tank 
barges over the full range of transfer 
rates expected at the facility; 

(2) The VCS has the proper alarms 
and automatic shutdown systems re-
quired by this subpart to prevent an 
unsafe operation; 

(3) The VCS has sufficient automatic 
or passive devices to minimize damage 
to personnel, property, and the envi-
ronment if an accident were to occur; 

(4) If a quantitative failure analysis 
is also conducted, the level of safety 
attained is at least one order of mag-
nitude greater than that calculated for 
operating without a VCS; and 

(5) If a facility uses a cargo line pig-
ging system to clear cargo in the cargo 
line back to the tank vessel with the 
VCS connected, the qualitative failure 
analysis must demonstrate that the 
cargo line pigging system has at least 
the same levels of safety required by 
paragraphs (d)(1), (2), and (3) of this 
section to prevent overpressure of the 
vessel’s cargo tanks and account for 
the probability that the pig is de-
stroyed during line-pigging operations. 

(e) The VCS owner or operator must 
maintain at the facility— 

(1) A copy of VCS design documenta-
tion, including plans, drawings, cal-
culations, and specifications for the 
VCS; 

(2) The facility operations manual, 
including the list of cargoes that the 
facility is approved to vapor control; 

(3) Any certification or recertifi-
cation letter issued under 33 CFR 
154.2023; and 

(4) Other records as required by 33 
CFR 154.740. 

§ 154.2021 Operational review—owner/ 
operator responsibilities. 

(a) Each facility vapor control sys-
tem (VCS) must undergo an oper-
ational review by a certifying entity 
within five years of its initial certifi-
cation or last operational review, to 
ensure its proper operation and main-
tenance. 

(b) The VCS owner or operator must 
coordinate with the certifying entity 
and provide the entity with all nec-
essary documentation and records to 
conduct the operational review. 

(c) The VCS owner or operator must 
notify the Captain of the Port (COTP) 
of a scheduled operational review. The 
COTP, at his or her discretion, may ob-
serve the operational review. 

(d) The VCS owner or operator must 
maintain, at the facility, the latest 
operational review letter issued under 
33 CFR 154.2023. 

§ 154.2022 Certification, recertifi-
cation, or operational review—cer-
tifying entity responsibilities, gen-
erally. 

Before the initial certification of a 
facility vapor control system (VCS), 
the certifying entity must perform 
each of the tasks specified in this sec-
tion. 

(a) Review all VCS design docu-
mentation, including plans, drawings, 
calculations, specifications, and failure 
analysis, to ensure that the VCS design 
meets the requirements of this subpart. 

(b) Conduct an initial onsite inspec-
tion to ensure that the VCS installa-
tion conforms to the VCS plans, draw-
ings, and specifications reviewed. 

(c) Conduct onsite reviews and ob-
serve tests to ensure the VCS’s proper 
operation in accordance with its design 
and compliance with applicable regula-
tions and the facility’s operations man-
ual and to ensure that— 
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