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of this section. A vessel owner or oper-
ator may not identify such resources in 
a plan unless the response organization 
has provided written consent to be 
identified in a plan as an available re-
source. 

(h) The response plan for a vessel 
that is located in any environment 
with year-round preapproval for use of 
dispersants and that handles, stores, or 
transports other non-petroleum oils 
may request a credit for up to 25 per-
cent of the worst case planning volume 
set forth by subpart D of this part. To 
receive this credit, the vessel owner or 
operator must identify in the plan and 
ensure, by contract or other approved 
means, the availability of specified re-
sources to apply the dispersants and to 
monitor their effectiveness. The extent 
of the credit will be based on the vol-
umes of the dispersant available to sus-
tain operations at the manufacturers’ 
recommended dosage rates. Identifica-
tion of these resources does not imply 
that they will be authorized for use. 
Actual authorization for use during a 
spill response will be governed by the 
provisions of the NCP and the applica-
ble ACP. 

Subpart H [Reserved] 

Subpart I—Salvage and Marine 
Firefighting 

SOURCE: USCG–1998–3417, 73 FR 80649, Dec. 
31, 2008, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 155.4010 Purpose of this subpart. 
(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 

establish vessel response plan salvage 
and marine firefighting requirements for 
vessels, that are carrying group I–IV 
oils, and that are required by §§ 155.1015 
and 155.5015 to have a vessel response 
plan. 

(b) Salvage and marine firefighting ac-
tions can save lives and property, and 
prevent the escalation of potential oil 
spills to worst case discharge sce-
narios. 

(c) A planholder must ensure by con-
tract or other approved means that re-
sponse resources are available to re-
spond. However, the response criteria 
specified in the regulations (e.g., quan-
tities of response resources and their 

arrival times) are planning criteria, 
not performance standards, and are 
based on assumptions that may not 
exist during an actual incident, as stat-
ed in 33 CFR 155.1010. Compliance with 
the regulations is based upon whether 
a covered response plan ensures that 
adequate response resources are avail-
able, not on whether the actual per-
formance of those response resources 
after an incident meets specified ar-
rival times or other planning criteria. 
Failure to meet specified criteria dur-
ing an actual spill response does not 
necessarily mean that the planning re-
quirements of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (FWPCA) (33 U.S.C. 
1251–1376) and regulations were not 
met. The Coast Guard will exercise its 
enforcement discretion in light of all 
facts and circumstances. 

[USCG–1998–3417, 73 FR 80649, Dec. 31, 2008, as 
amended by USCG–2008–1070, 78 FR 60123, 
Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 155.4015 Vessel owners and operators 
who must follow this subpart. 

You must follow this subpart if your 
vessel carries group I–IV oils, and is re-
quired by § 155.1015 or § 155.5015 to have 
a vessel response plan. 

[USCG–1998–3417, 73 FR 80649, Dec. 31, 2008, as 
amended by USCG–2008–1070, 78 FR 60123, 
Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 155.4020 Complying with this sub-
part. 

(a)(1) If you have an existing ap-
proved vessel response plan required by 
§ 155.1015, you must have your vessel re-
sponse plan updated and submitted to 
the Coast Guard by February 22, 2011. 

(2) All new or existing vessels oper-
ating on the navigable waters of the 
United States or transferring oil in a 
port or place subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States, that meet the ap-
plicability requirements of § 155.1015, 
that do not have an approved vessel re-
sponse plan, must comply with 
§ 155.1065. 

(3) Your vessel may not conduct oil 
transport or transfer operations if— 

(i) You have not submitted a plan to 
the Coast Guard in accordance with 
§ 155.1065 prior to February 22, 2011; 

(ii) The Coast Guard determines that 
the response resources referenced in 
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