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into the Captain of the Port (COTP) 
zone, that they have met the require-
ments of— 

(1) 33 CFR 155.1025(e)(1) through (3); 
and 

(2) The vessel owner or operator has 
identified and ensured the availability 
of, through contract or other approved 
means, the private response resources 
necessary to respond, to the maximum 
extent practicable under the criteria in 
§ 155.5050 to a worst case discharge or 
substantial threat of discharge from 
the vessel in the applicable COTP zone. 

(b) Once the vessel owner or operator 
satisfies the requirements of paragraph 
(a) of this section, the cognizant U.S. 
Coast Guard COTP may grant written 
authorization for that nontank vessel 
to make one voyage in the respective 
geographic-specific area not covered by 
the vessel response plan. 

(c) All requirements of this subpart 
must be met by a nontank vessel that 
received a one-time port waiver, for 
any subsequent voyage to the same ge-
ographic-specific area. 

§ 155.5026 Qualified individual and al-
ternate qualified individual. 

The vessel response plan must iden-
tify a qualified individual and at least 
one alternate who meet the require-
ments of 33 CFR 155.1026. The qualified 
individual or alternate qualified indi-
vidual must be available on a 24-hour 
basis. 

§ 155.5030 Nontank vessel response 
plan requirements: General con-
tent. 

(a) The entire vessel response plan 
(VRP) must be written in English and, 
if applicable, in a language that is un-
derstood by the crew members with re-
sponsibilities under the VRP. 

(b) The VRP must cover all geo-
graphic areas of the United States in 
which the vessel intends to handle, 
store, or transport oil, including port 
areas and offshore transit areas. 

(c) The VRP must be divided into the 
following sections— 

(1) General information and introduc-
tion; 

(2) Notification procedures; 
(3) Shipboard spill mitigation proce-

dures; 
(4) Shore-based response activities; 

(5) List of contacts; 
(6) Training procedures; 
(7) Exercise procedures; 
(8) Plan review and update proce-

dures; 
(9) Geographic-specific appendix 

(GSA) for each Captain of the Port 
(COTP) zone in which the vessel or ves-
sels operate; and 

(10) An appendix for vessel-specific 
information for the vessel or vessels 
covered by the VRP. 

(d) A vessel owner or operator with 
multiple vessels may submit one plan 
for all classes of vessels (i.e., subpart D- 
Manned vessels carrying oil as primary 
cargo and unmanned vessels carrying 
oil as primary cargo; subpart E– Tank-
ers loading cargo at a facility per-
mitted under the Trans-Alaska Pipe-
line Authorization Act; subpart F— 
Vessels carrying animal fats and vege-
table oils as primary cargo; and sub-
part G— Vessels carrying other non-pe-
troleum oils as a primary cargo) with a 
separate vessel-specific appendix for 
each vessel covered by the plan and a 
separate GSA for each COTP zone in 
which the vessel(s) will operate. 

(e) A VRP must be divided into the 
sections described in paragraph (c) of 
this section unless the VRP is supple-
mented with a cross-reference table to 
identify the location of the informa-
tion required by this subpart. 

(f) The information contained in a 
VRP must be consistent with— 

(1) The National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency 
Plan (NCP) (40 CFR part 300) and the 
Area Contingency Plan(s) (ACP) in ef-
fect on the date 6 months prior to the 
submission date of the VRP; or 

(2) Most recent NCP and ACP(s). 
Note to § 155.5030(f)(1): See diagram of 

‘‘Relationship of Plans’’ at 40 CFR 
300.210. 

(g) Copies of the submitted and ap-
proved VRP must be available as fol-
lows— 

(1) The vessel owner or operator must 
ensure that they maintain one English 
language copy of the VRP, at a min-
imum the contents listed in paragraph 
(c)(1), (2), (3), (5), (6), (7), (9) and (10) of 
this section and a copy of the Coast 
Guard approval letter, onboard the ves-
sel. In lieu of paper format, the vessel 
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owner or operator may keep an elec-
tronic copy of the VRP and approval 
letter onboard the vessel. If applicable, 
additional copies of the required VRP 
sections must be in the language un-
derstood by crew members with respon-
sibilities under the VRP and main-
tained onboard the vessel; and 

(2) The vessel owner or operator must 
also maintain a current copy of the en-
tire VRP and ensure that each person 
identified as a qualified individual and 
alternate qualified individual in the 
VRP has a current copy of the entire 
VRP. An electronic copy of the VRP is 
authorized. 

(h) Compliance with this subpart will 
also constitute compliance for a U.S.- 
flag nontank vessel required to submit 
a Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency 
Plan (SOPEP) pursuant to 33 CFR 
151.09(c) and Regulation 37 of MARPOL 
73/78 Annex I as long as the additional 
requirements listed in § 155.5035(k) are 
met. A U.S.-flag nontank vessel hold-
ing a valid Certificate of Inspection en-
dorsed for Coastwise or Oceans oper-
ating routes with authorization to en-
gage on an international voyage must 
maintain a U.S. Coast Guard SOPEP 
approval letter per 33 CFR 151.27(e). A 
separate SOPEP is not required. 

§ 155.5035 Nontank vessel response 
plan requirements: Specific con-
tent. 

(a) General information and introduc-
tion section. This section of the vessel 
response plan (VRP) must include— 

(1) The vessel’s name, country of reg-
istry, call sign, official number, and 
International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) international number (if applica-
ble). If the VRP covers multiple ves-
sels, this information should be pro-
vided for each vessel; 

(2) The name, mailing address, email 
address, telephone number, and fac-
simile number, and procedures for con-
tacting the vessel’s owner or operator 
on a 24-hour basis; 

(3) A list of the Captain of the Port 
(COTP) zones, ports, and offshore tran-
sit areas in which the vessel intends to 
operate; 

(4) A table of contents or index of suf-
ficient detail to permit personnel with 
responsibilities under the VRP to lo-

cate the specific sections of the VRP; 
and 

(5) A record of change(s) page to 
record information on VRP reviews, 
updates, or revisions. 

(b) Notification procedures section. This 
section of the VRP must include the 
following information— 

(1) A checklist with all notifications, 
including telephone or other contact 
numbers, in order of priority to be 
made by shipboard or shore-based per-
sonnel and the information needed for 
those notifications. Notifications 
should include those required by— 

(i) International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) 73/78 (as set forth in 33 CFR 
151.26 and 33 CFR part 153); and 

(ii) Any applicable State; 
(2) Identification of the person(s) to 

be notified of a discharge or substan-
tial threat of a discharge of oil. If the 
notifications vary due to vessel loca-
tion, the persons to be notified also 
should be identified in a geographic- 
specific appendix (GSA). This section 
should separately identify— 

(i) The individual(s) or organiza-
tion(s) to be notified by shipboard per-
sonnel; and 

(ii) The individual(s) or organiza-
tion(s) to be notified by shore-based 
personnel; 

(3) The procedures for notifying the 
qualified individual(s) designated by 
the vessel’s owner or operator; 

(4) Descriptions of the primary and, if 
available, secondary communications 
methods by which the notifications 
would be made. These should be con-
sistent with those in paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section; 

(5) The information that is to be pro-
vided in the initial and any follow-up 
notifications under paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section; 

(i) The initial notification may be 
submitted in accordance with IMO Res-
olution A.851(20), ‘‘General Principles 
for Ship Reporting Systems and Ship 
Reporting Requirements, Including 
Guidelines for Reporting Incidents In-
volving Dangerous Goods, Harmful 
Substances and/or Marine Pollutants’’ 
(incorporated by reference, see 
§ 155.140). However, the VRP must 
specify that the notification includes 
at least the following information— 
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