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Coast Guard, DHS § 165.2025 

and in command of any part of the De-
partment of Navy in the area. 

U.S. naval vessel means any vessel 
owned, operated, chartered, or leased 
by the U.S. Navy; any pre-commis-
sioned vessel under construction for 
the U.S. Navy, once launched into the 
water; and any vessel under the oper-
ational control of the U.S. Navy or a 
Combatant Command. 

Vessel means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water, ex-
cept U.S. Coast Guard or U.S. naval 
vessels. 

§ 165.2020 Enforcement authority. 
(a) Coast Guard. Any Coast Guard 

commissioned, warrant or petty officer 
may enforce the rules and regulations 
contained in this subpart. 

(b) Senior naval officer present in com-
mand. In the navigable waters of the 
United States, when immediate action 
is required and representatives of the 
Coast Guard are not present or not 
present in sufficient force to exercise 
effective control in the vicinity of 
large U.S. naval vessels, the senior 
naval officer present in command is re-
sponsible for the enforcement of the 
rules and regulations contained in this 
subpart to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of all large naval vessels present. 
In meeting this responsibility, the sen-
ior naval officer present in command 
may directly assist any Coast Guard 
enforcement personnel who are 
present. 

§ 165.2025 Atlantic Area. 
(a) This section applies to any vessel 

or person in the navigable waters of 
the United States within the bound-
aries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic 
Area, which includes the First, Fifth, 
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth U.S. Coast 
Guard Districts. 

NOTE TO § 165.2025 PARAGRAPH (a): The 
boundaries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic 
Area and the First, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth 
and Ninth U.S. Coast Guard Districts are set 
out in 33 CFR part 3. 

(b) A naval vessel protection zone ex-
ists around U.S. naval vessels greater 
than 100 feet in length overall at all 
times in the navigable waters of the 
United States, whether the large U.S. 

naval vessel is underway, anchored, 
moored, or within a floating drydock, 
except when the large naval vessel is 
moored or anchored within a restricted 
area or within a naval defensive sea 
area. 

(c) The Navigation Rules shall apply 
at all times within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone. 

(d) When within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, all vessels shall operate 
at the minimum speed necessary to 
maintain a safe course, unless required 
to maintain speed by the Navigation 
Rules, and shall proceed as directed by 
the Coast Guard, the senior naval offi-
cer present in command, or the official 
patrol. When within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, no vessel or person is al-
lowed within 100 yards of a large U.S. 
naval vessel unless authorized by the 
Coast Guard, the senior naval officer 
present in command, or official patrol. 

(e) To request authorization to oper-
ate within 100 yards of a large U.S. 
naval vessel, contact the Coast Guard, 
the senior naval officer present in com-
mand, or the official patrol on VHF-FM 
channel 16. 

(f) When conditions permit, the Coast 
Guard, senior naval officer present in 
command, or the official patrol should: 

(1) Give advance notice on VHF-FM 
channel 16 of all large U.S. naval vessel 
movements; and 

(2) Permit vessels constrained by 
their navigational draft or restricted in 
their ability to maneuver to pass with-
in 100 yards of a large U.S. naval vessel 
in order to ensure a safe passage in ac-
cordance with the Navigation Rules; 
and 

(3) Permit commercial vessels an-
chored in a designated anchorage area 
to remain at anchor when within 100 
yards of passing large U.S. naval ves-
sels; and 

(4) Permit vessels that must transit 
via a navigable channel or waterway to 
pass within 100 yards of a moored or 
anchored large U.S. naval vessel with 
minimal delay consistent with secu-
rity. 

NOTE TO § 165.2025 PARAGRAPH (f): The listed 
actions are discretionary and do not create 
any additional right to appeal or otherwise 
dispute a decision of the Coast Guard, the 
senior naval officer present in command, or 
the official patrol. 
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