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§ 174.16 Verification of hull identifica-
tion numbers (HINs). 

(a) As used in this section, ‘‘action’’ 
means an action by an issuing author-
ity listed in 33 CFR part 173, Appendix 
A, to issue, renew, or update the owner-
ship information for a certificate of 
number under this part but does not in-
clude the issuance of a temporary cer-
tificate under 33 CFR 174.21. 

(b) As of January 1, 2017, before tak-
ing any action relating to a vessel im-
ported or manufactured on or after No-
vember 1, 1972, the issuing authority 
must determine whether the vessel has 
a primary HIN meeting the require-
ments of 33 CFR part 181, subpart C. 

(c) If, pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section, the issuing authority de-
termines that the vessel does not have 
a primary HIN meeting the require-
ments of 33 CFR part 181, subpart C, 
then before taking any action the 
issuing authority must— 

(1) Assign such a primary HIN to the 
vessel; and 

(2) Verify that the owner of the ves-
sel has permanently affixed the as-
signed primary HIN to the vessel in 
compliance with 33 CFR part 181, sub-
part C. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18701, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 174.17 Contents of application for 
certificate of number. 

(a) An application for a certificate of 
number must contain the following in-
formation: 

(1) Name of owner. 
(2) Address of owner, including ZIP 

code. 
(3) Owner identifier, which must be 

the owner’s tax identification number, 
date of birth together with driver’s li-
cense number, or date of birth together 
with other unique number. 

(4) State of principal operation. 
(5) Number previously issued by an 

issuing authority. 
(6) Application type: Authorized 

terms are ‘‘new number’’, ‘‘renewal of 
number’’, or ‘‘transfer of ownership’’. 

(7) Primary operation: Authorized 
terms are, ‘‘charter fishing’’, ‘‘com-
mercial fishing’’, ‘‘commercial pas-
senger carrying’’, ‘‘dealer or manufac-
turer demonstration’’, ‘‘other commer-
cial operation’’, ‘‘pleasure’’, or ‘‘rent or 
lease’’. 

(8) Make and model of vessel. 
(9) Model year. 
(10) Hull identification number, if 

any. 
(11) Overall length of vessel. 
(12) Vessel type: Authorized terms 

are ‘‘air boat’’, ‘‘auxiliary sail’’, ‘‘cabin 
motorboat’’, ‘‘houseboat’’, ‘‘inflatable 
boat’’, ‘‘open motorboat’’, 
‘‘paddlecraft’’, ‘‘personal watercraft’’, 
‘‘pontoon boat’’, ‘‘rowboat’’, ‘‘sail 
only’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(13) Hull material: Authorized terms 
are ‘‘aluminum’’, ‘‘fiberglass’’, ‘‘plas-
tic’’, ‘‘rubber/vinyl/canvas’’, ‘‘steel’’, 
‘‘wood’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(14) Propulsion type: Authorized 
terms are ‘‘air thrust’’, ‘‘manual’’, 
‘‘propeller’’, ‘‘sail’’, ‘‘water jet’’, or 
‘‘other’’. 

(15) Engine drive type: Authorized 
terms are ‘‘inboard’’, ‘‘outboard’’, ‘‘pod 
drive’’, ‘‘sterndrive’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(16) Fuel: Authorized terms are 
‘‘electric’’, ‘‘diesel’’, ‘‘gas’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(17) Signature of the owner. 
(b)(1) An application made by a man-

ufacturer or dealer for a number that is 
to be temporarily affixed to a vessel for 
demonstration or test purposes may 
omit the information under paragraphs 
(a)(9) through (a)(17) of this section. 

(2) An application made by an owner 
of a vessel without propulsion machin-
ery may omit the information under 
paragraphs (a)(16) and (a)(17) of this 
section. 

(c) For an issuing authority listed in 
33 CFR part 173, Appendix A on April 
27, 2012, the requirements of paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section apply on Jan-
uary 1, 2017. Between April 27, 2012 and 
January 1, 2017, the issuing authority 
may continue to accept applications 
containing the contents required by 
that reporting authority prior to April 
27, 2012. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18702, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 174.19 Contents of a certificate of 
number. 

(a) Except as allowed in paragraph (b) 
of this section, each certificate of num-
ber must contain the following infor-
mation: 

(1) Number issued to the vessel. 
(2) Expiration date of the certificate. 
(3) State of principal operation. 
(4) Name of owner. 
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(5) Address of owner, including ZIP 
code. 

(6) Primary operation: Authorized 
terms are, ‘‘charter fishing’’, ‘‘com-
mercial fishing’’, ‘‘commercial pas-
senger carrying’’, ‘‘dealer or manufac-
turer demonstration’’, ‘‘other commer-
cial operation’’, ‘‘pleasure’’, or ‘‘rent or 
lease’’. 

(7) Hull identification number, if any. 
(8) Make and model of vessel. 
(9) Model year. 
(10) Overall length of vessel. 
(11) Vessel type: Authorized terms 

are ‘‘air boat’’, ‘‘auxiliary sail’’, ‘‘cabin 
motorboat’’, ‘‘houseboat’’, ‘‘inflatable 
boat’’, ‘‘open motorboat’’, 
‘‘paddlecraft’’, ‘‘personal watercraft’’, 
‘‘pontoon boat’’, ‘‘rowboat’’, ‘‘sail 
only’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(12) Hull material: Authorized terms 
are ‘‘aluminum’’, ‘‘fiberglass’’, ‘‘plas-
tic’’, ‘‘rubber/vinyl/canvas’’, ‘‘steel’’, 
‘‘wood’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(13) Propulsion type: Authorized 
terms are ‘‘air thrust’’, ‘‘manual’’, 
‘‘propeller’’, ‘‘sail’’, ‘‘water jet’’, or 
‘‘other’’. 

(14) Engine drive type: Authorized 
terms are ‘‘inboard’’, ‘‘outboard’’, ‘‘pod 
drive’’, ‘‘sterndrive’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(15) Fuel: Authorized terms are 
‘‘electric’’, ‘‘diesel’’, ‘‘gas’’, or ‘‘other’’. 

(b)(1) A certificate of number issued 
to a manufacturer or dealer for use on 
a vessel for test or demonstration pur-
poses may omit the information under 
paragraphs (a)(7) through (a)(15) of this 
section if the word ‘‘manufacturer’’ or 
‘‘dealer’’ is plainly marked on the cer-
tificate. 

(2) A certificate of number issued for 
a vessel without propulsion machinery 
may omit paragraphs (a)(14) and (a)(15) 
of this section if the words ‘‘manual 
vessel’’ are plainly marked on the cer-
tificate. 

(3) An issuing authority may print on 
the certificate of number a quotation 
of State boating regulations or other 
boating-related information, such as 
safety reminders, registration, or law 
enforcement contact information. 

(c) For an issuing authority listed in 
Appendix A of this part on April 27, 
2012, the requirements of paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section apply on Jan-
uary 1, 2017. Between April 27, 2012 and 
January 1, 2017, the issuing authority 

may continue to issue certificates of 
number containing the contents in ef-
fect on April 27, 2012. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18702, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 174.21 Temporary certificates. 
(a) An issuing authority may issue a 

temporary certificate of number, valid 
for no more than 60 days from its date 
of issuance. 

(b) Each temporary certificate must 
contain the following information: 

(1) Vessel’s hull identification num-
ber, if any. 

(2) Make of vessel. 
(3) Overall length of vessel. 
(4) Type of propulsion. 
(5) State in which vessel is prin-

cipally operated. 
(6) Name of owner. 
(7) Address of owner, including ZIP 

code. 
(8) Signature of owner. 
(9) Date of issuance. 
(10) Notice to the owner that the 

temporary certificate is valid for the 
time it specifies, not to exceed 60 days 
from the date of issuance. 

(c) For an issuing authority listed in 
33 CFR part 173, Appendix A on April 
27, 2012, the requirements of paragraph 
(b) of this section apply on January 1, 
2017. Between April 27, 2012 and Janu-
ary 1, 2017, the issuing authority may 
continue to issue temporary certifi-
cates containing the contents in effect 
on April 27, 2012. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18702, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 174.23 Form of number. 
(a) Each number must consist of two 

capital letters denoting the State of 
the issuing authority, as specified in 
Appendix A of Part 173 of this chapter, 
followed by— 

(1) Not more than four numerals fol-
lowed by not more than two capital 
letters (example: NH 1234 BD); or 

(2) Not more than three numerals fol-
lowed by not more than three capital 
letters (example: WN 567 EFG). 

(b) A number suffix must not include 
the letters ‘‘I’’, ‘‘O’’, or ‘‘Q,’’ which 
may be mistaken for numerals. 

§ 174.25 Size of certificate of number. 
Each certificate of number must be 

approximately 21⁄2 by 31⁄2 inches. 
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