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§600.53

Secondary school: A school that pro-
vides secondary education as deter-
mined under the laws of the country in
which the school is located.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088)

[69 FR 22063, Apr. 28, 1994, as amended at 75
FR 67193, Nov. 1, 2010]

§600.53 Requesting an eligibility de-
termination.

(a) To be designated as eligible to
apply to participate in the FFEL pro-
grams or to continue to be eligible be-
yond the scheduled expiration of the
institution’s current period of eligi-
bility, a foreign institution must—

(1) Apply on the form prescribed by
the Secretary; and

(2) Provide all the information and
documentation requested by the Sec-
retary to make a determination of that
eligibility.

(b) If a foreign institution fails to
provide, release, or authorize release to
the Secretary of information that is re-
quired in this subpart E, the institu-
tion is ineligible to apply to partici-
pate in the FFEL programs.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1840-0673)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088)

§600.54 Criteria for determining
whether a foreign institution is eli-
gible to apply to participate in the
Direct Loan Program.

The Secretary considers a foreign in-
stitution to be comparable to an eligi-
ble institution of higher education in
the United States and eligible to apply
to participate in the Direct Loan Pro-
gram if the foreign institution meets
the following requirements:

(a)(1) Except for a freestanding for-
eign graduate medical school, foreign
veterinary school, or foreign nursing
school, the foreign institution is a pub-
lic or private nonprofit educational in-
stitution.

(2) For a public or private nonprofit
foreign institution, the institution
meets the requirements of §600.4, ex-
cept §600.4(a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(@)(i),
(a)(d), (b), (c), and any requirements
the HEA or the Secretary has des-
ignated as inapplicable in accordance
with §600.51(c)(1).
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(3) For a for-profit foreign medical,
veterinary, or nursing school, the
school meets the requirements of
§600.5, except §600.5(a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4),
(a)(5)(1)(B), (a)(d)(ii), (a)(6), (c), (d), (e)
and any requirements the HEA or the
Secretary has designated as inappli-
cable in accordance with §600.51(c)(1).

(b) The foreign institution admits as
regular students only persons who—

(1) Have a secondary school comple-
tion credential; or

(2) Have the recognized equivalent of
a secondary school completion creden-
tial.

(c) Notwithstanding §668.5, an eligi-
ble foreign institution may not enter
into a written arrangement under
which an ineligible institution or orga-
nization provides any portion of one or
more of the eligible foreign institu-
tion’s programs. For the purposes of
this paragraph, written arrangements
do not include affiliation agreements
for the provision of clinical training
for foreign medical, veterinary, and
nursing schools.

(d) An additional location of a for-
eign institution must separately meet
the definition of a foreign institution
in §600.52 if the additional location is—

(1) Located outside of the country in
which the main campus is located, ex-
cept as provided in §600.55(h)(1),
§600.56(b), §600.57(a)(2), §600.55(h)(3),
and the definition of foreign institu-
tion found in §600.52; or

(2) Located within the same country
as the main campus, but is not covered
by the legal authorization of the main
campus.

(e) The foreign institution provides
an eligible education program—

(1) For which the institution is le-
gally authorized to award a degree that
is equivalent to an associate, bacca-
laureate, graduate, or professional de-
gree awarded in the United States;

(2) That is at least a two-academic-
year program acceptable for full credit
toward the equivalent of a bacca-
laureate degree awarded in the United
States; or

(3)(1) That is equivalent to at least a
one-academic-year training program in
the United States that leads to a cer-
tificate, degree, or other recognized
educational credential and prepares
students for gainful employment in a
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recognized occupation within the
meaning of the gainful employment
provisions.

(ii) An institution must demonstrate
to the satisfaction of the Secretary
that the amount of academic work re-
quired by a program in paragraph
(e)(3)(i) of this section is equivalent to
at least the definition of an academic
year in §668.3.

(f) For a for-profit foreign medical,
veterinary, or nursing school—

(1) No portion of an eligible medical
or veterinary program offered may be
at what would be an undergraduate
level in the United States; and

(2) The title IV, HEA program eligi-
bility does not extend to any joint de-
gree program.

(g) Proof that a foreign institution
meets the requirements of paragraph
(1)(iii) of the definition of a foreign in-
stitution in §600.52 may be provided to
the Secretary by a legal authorization
from the appropriate education min-
istry, council, or equivalent agency—

(1) For all eligible foreign institu-
tions in the country;

(2) For all eligible foreign institu-
tions in a jurisdiction within the coun-
try; or

(3) For each separate eligible foreign
institution in the country.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1088)
[75 FR 67194, Nov. 1, 2010]

§600.55 Additional criteria for deter-
mining whether a foreign graduate
medical school is eligible to apply
to participate in the Direct Loan
Program.

(a) General. (1) The Secretary con-
siders a foreign graduate medical
school to be eligible to apply to par-
ticipate in the title IV, HEA programs
if, in addition to satisfying the criteria
of this part (except the criterion in
§600.54 that the institution be public or
private nonprofit), the school satisfies
the criteria of this section.

(2) A foreign graduate medical school
must provide, and in the normal course
require its students to complete, a pro-
gram of clinical training and classroom
medical instruction of not less than 32
months in length, that is supervised
closely by members of the school’s fac-
ulty and that—

§600.55

(i) Is provided in facilities adequately
equipped and staffed to afford students
comprehensive clinical training and
classroom medical instruction;

(ii) Is approved by all medical licens-
ing boards and evaluating bodies whose
views are considered relevant by the
Secretary; and

(iii) As part of its clinical training,
does not offer more than two electives
consisting of no more than eight weeks
per student at a site located in a for-
eign country other than the country in
which the main campus is located or in
the United States, unless that location
is included in the accreditation of a
medical program accredited by the Li-
aison Committee on Medical Education
(LCME) or the American Osteopathic
Association (AOA).

(3) A foreign graduate medical school
must appoint for the program described
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section only
those faculty members whose academic
credentials are the equivalent of cre-
dentials required of faculty members
teaching the same or similar courses at
medical schools in the United States.

(4) A foreign graduate medical school
must have graduated classes during
each of the two twelve-month periods
immediately preceding the date the
Secretary receives the school’s request
for an eligibility determination.

(b) Accreditation. A foreign graduate
medical school must—

(1) Be approved by an accrediting
body—

(i) That is legally authorized to
evaluate the quality of graduate med-
ical school educational programs and
facilities in the country where the
school is located; and

(ii) Whose standards of accreditation
of graduate medical schools have been
evaluated by the NCFMEA or its suc-
cessor committee of medical experts
and have been determined to be com-
parable to standards of accreditation
applied to medical schools in the
United States; or

(2) Be a public or private nonprofit
educational institution that satisfies
the requirements in §600.4(a)(5)(1).

(c) Admission criteria. (1) A foreign
graduate medical school having a post-
baccalaureate/equivalent medical pro-
gram must require students accepted
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