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National Park Service, Interior § 13.952 

MOTOR VEHICLE PERMITS 

§ 13.930 Do I need a permit to operate 
a motor vehicle on the Denali Park 
road west of the Savage River? 

Yes, you must obtain a permit from 
the superintendent to operate a motor 
vehicle on the restricted section of the 
Denali Park road. The restricted sec-
tion begins at the west end of the Sav-
age River Bridge (mile 14.8) and con-
tinues to the former Mt. McKinley Na-
tional Park boundary north of Wonder 
Lake (mile 87.9). 

§ 13.932 How many permits will be 
issued each summer? 

The superintendent is authorized, 
under this subpart, to issue no more 
than 10,512 motor vehicle permits each 
year for access to the restricted section 
of the road. The superintendent will 
issue the permits for the period that 
begins on the Saturday of Memorial 
Day weekend and continues through 
the second Thursday following Labor 
Day or September 15, whichever comes 
first. Each permit allows one vehicle 
one entry onto the restricted portion of 
the Park road. 

§ 13.934 How will the superintendent 
manage the permit program? 

(a) The superintendent will apportion 
motor vehicle permits among author-
ized users following the procedures in 
§ 13.55. Authorized users are individ-
uals, groups and governmental entities 
who are allowed by law or policy to use 
the restricted section of the road. 

(b) The superintendent will establish 
an annual date to evaluate permit re-
quests and publish that date, along 
with the results of the annual appor-
tionment, in the superintendent’s com-
pendium of rules and orders. The super-
intendent’s compendium is available to 
the public upon request. 

(c) The superintendent will reevalu-
ate the access requirements of any 
business that is sold, ceases to operate 
or that significantly changes the serv-
ices currently offered to the public. 

§ 13.936 What is prohibited? 

(a) No one may operate a motor vehi-
cle on the restricted section of the 
Park road without a valid permit. 

(b) No one may use a motor home, 
camper or trailer to transport guests 
to a lodge or other business in 
Kantishna. 

(c) No one may transfer or accept 
transfer of a Denali Park road permit 
without the superintendent’s approval. 

SNOWMACHINE (SNOWMOBILE) 
OPERATIONS 

§ 13.950 What is the definition of a tra-
ditional activity for which Section 
1110(a) of ANILCA permits 
snowmachines to be used in the 
former Mt. McKinley National Park 
(Old Park) portion of Denali Na-
tional Park and Preserve? 

A traditional activity is an activity 
that generally and lawfully occurred in 
the Old Park contemporaneously with 
the enactment of ANILCA, and that 
was associated with the Old Park, or a 
discrete portion thereof, involving the 
consumptive use of one or more nat-
ural resources of the Old Park such as 
hunting, trapping, fishing, berry pick-
ing or similar activities. Recreational 
use of snowmachines was not a tradi-
tional activity. If a traditional activity 
generally occurred only in a particular 
area of the Old Park, it would be con-
sidered a traditional activity only in 
the area where it had previously oc-
curred. In addition, a traditional activ-
ity must be a legally permissible activ-
ity in the Old Park. 

§ 13.952 May a snowmachine be used 
in that portion of the park formerly 
known as Mt. McKinley National 
Park (Old Park)? 

No, based on the application of the 
definition of traditional activities 
within the park to the factual history 
of the Old Park, there are no tradi-
tional activities that occurred during 
periods of adequate snow cover within 
the Old Park; and, thus, Section 1110(a) 
of ANILCA does not authorize 
snowmachine access. Hunting and trap-
ping were not and are not legally per-
mitted activities in the Old Park at 
any time of the year. Sport fishing has 
not taken place in the Old Park during 
periods of adequate snow cover due to 
weather conditions that are adverse to 
sport fishing, and the limited fishery 
resources within the Old Park. During 
periods of adequate snow cover, berry 
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picking is not feasible, and has not 
taken place in the Old Park. Under the 
definition, recreational use of 
snowmachines is not a traditional ac-
tivity. There are no villages, homesites 
or other valid occupancies within the 
Old Park. Access by snowmachine 
through the Old Park in transit to 
homesites, villages and other valid oc-
cupancies was not lawful prior to the 
enactment of ANILCA and is available 
through routes outside the Old Park 
that have been historically used for 
that purpose. Therefore, the use of 
snowmachines is not authorized by sec-
tion 1110(a) for such travel. Further, 
Congress did not authorize subsistence 
activities in the Old Park. In addition, 
the National Park Service has deter-
mined that the use of even a few 
snowmachines in the Old Park would 
be detrimental to the resource values 
of the area. Therefore, because no 
usage is authorized in the Old Park by 
section 1110(a) the Old Park remains 
closed to all snowmachine use in ac-
cordance with 36 CFR 2.18. 

§ 13.954 Where can I operate a 
snowmachine in Denali National 
Park and Preserve? 

You can use a snowmachine outside 
of the Old Park for traditional activi-
ties or travel to and from villages and 
homesites and other valid occupancies 
as authorized by 43 CFR 36.11(c), or 
when lawfully engaged in subsistence 
activities authorized by § 13.460. 

§ 13.956 What types of snowmachines 
are allowed? 

The types of snowmachines allowed 
are defined in § 13.1 under 
‘‘snowmachine or snowmobile’’. 

§ 13.958 What other regulations apply 
to snowmachine use? 

Snowmachine use is governed by reg-
ulations at § 2.18(a) of this chapter, 
traffic safety, § 2.18(b) of this chapter, 
state laws, and § 2.18(d) and (e) of this 
chapter, prohibited activities; and 43 
CFR 36.11(a)(2) adequate snow cover, 
and 43 CFR 36.11(c) traditional activi-
ties. 

§ 13.960 Who determines when there is 
adequate snow cover? 

The superintendent will determine 
when snow cover is adequate for 
snowmachine use. The superintendent 
will follow the procedures in §§ 1.5 and 
1.7 of this chapter to inform the public. 

§ 13.962 Does the Superintendent have 
other regulatory authority? 

Nothing in this subpart shall limit 
the authority of the superintendent to 
restrict or limit uses of an area under 
other statutory authority. 

FRONTCOUNTRY DEVELOPED AREA (FDA) 

§ 13.970 Frontcountry Developed Area 
definition. 

For purposes of this subpart, the 
Frontcountry Developed Area (FDA) 
means all park areas within the por-
tion of the park formerly known as Mt. 
McKinley National Park (Old Park) not 
designated as Wilderness by Congress. 
A map showing the FDA is available at 
the park visitor center. 

§ 13.972 Camping from April 15 
through September 30. 

(a) Camping is prohibited in the FDA 
except in designated campgrounds in 
accordance with the terms and condi-
tions of a permit. Violation of permit 
terms and conditions is prohibited. 

(b) Camping in designated camp-
grounds in the FDA for more than a 
total of 14 days, either in a single pe-
riod or combined periods, is prohibited. 

§ 13.974 Camping from October 1 
through April 14. 

(a) Camping is prohibited in the FDA 
except in designated campgrounds and 
the designated area where the park 
road is closed to motor vehicle use. A 
map showing the designated area is 
available at the park visitor center and 
on the park Web site. 

(b) Camping in the FDA without a 
permit is prohibited. Violation of per-
mit terms and conditions is prohibited. 

(c) Camping in the FDA for more 
than a total of 30 days, either in a sin-
gle period or combined periods, is pro-
hibited. 
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