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3.12 May I use a vessel to tow a person for 
water skiing or other similar activities? 

3.13 What conditions apply to the use of Ma-
rine Sanitation Devices (MSD)? 

3.14 Am I required to remove a sunken, 
grounded, or disabled vessel? 

3.15 What is the maximum noise level for 
the operation of a vessel? 

3.16 May I swim or wade in park waters? 
3.17 What regulations apply to swimming 

areas and beaches? 
3.18 May I snorkel or underwater dive in 

park waters? 
3.19 May I operate a submersible within 

park waters? 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 1, 1a–2(h), 3. 

SOURCE: 72 FR 13702, Mar. 23, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 3.1 What is the applicability and 
scope of this part? 

The applicability of the regulations 
in this part is described in § 1 .2 of this 
chapter. 

§ 3.2 Do other boating laws and regula-
tions apply to me when I operate 
my boat on park waters? 

(a) In addition to the regulations 
contained in this part, the NPS adopts 
applicable laws and regulations of the 
United States Coast Guard. The USCG 
laws and regulations are found in Title 
14 United States Code, Title 33 United 
States Code, Title 46 United States 
Code, and 33 CFR chapter I, 46 CFR 
chapter I and III and 49 CFR chapter 
IV. NPS applies the adopted laws and 
regulations to vessels and their oper-
ation on all waters (navigable and non- 
navigable) subject to NPS jurisdiction. 
Therefore, Federal regulations author-
izing an action by the ‘‘captain of the 
port’’ or another officer or employee of 
the United States Coast Guard, author-
ize a like action by the superintendent. 

(b) Except to the extent that direc-
tives of the United States Coast Guard 
have expressly or implicitly preempted 
inconsistent state laws and regulations 
or as otherwise provided by subsection 
(a), vessels and their operation on all 
waters subject to NPS jurisdiction are 
governed by non-conflicting boating 
safety laws and regulations of the 
State within whose interior boundaries 
a park area or portion thereof is lo-
cated. 

§ 3.3 Am I required to obtain a permit 
to operate a vessel in a park area? 

Generally, you are not required to 
obtain a permit to operate a vessel in a 
park area. However, in certain cir-
cumstances, taking into consideration 
public safety, protection of park re-
sources, and weather and park manage-
ment objectives, the superintendent 
may require a permit for use of a vessel 
within a park area, under §§ 1.5 and 1.7, 
and will issue permits consistent with 
§ 1.6 of this chapter. 

§ 3.4 For what purposes may my vessel 
be inspected? 

(a) An authorized person may at any 
time stop and/or board a vessel to ex-
amine documents, licenses or permits 
relating to operation of the vessel, and 
to inspect the vessel to determine com-
pliance with regulations pertaining to 
safety equipment, vessel capacity, ma-
rine sanitation devices, and other pol-
lution and noise abatement require-
ments. 

(b) An authorized person who identi-
fies a vessel being operated without 
sufficient life saving or firefighting de-
vices, in an overloaded or other unsafe 
condition, as defined in United States 
Coast Guard regulations, or in viola-
tion of a noise level specified in § 3.15(a) 
of this part, may direct the operator to 
suspend further use of the vessel until 
the condition is corrected. 

§ 3.5 Do I have to report an accident 
involving a vessel to the National 
Park Service? 

(a) The operator of a vessel involved 
in an accident must report the accident 
to the superintendent as soon as prac-
tical, but in any event within 24 hours 
of the accident, if the accident in-
volves: 

(1) Total property damage of $2000 or 
more; or 

(2) Injury, or death or disappearance 
of a person 

(b) If the operator is physically in-
capable of making the report, the 
owner or an occupant of the vessel 
must report the accident to the super-
intendent. 

(c) Filing a report with the super-
intendent may satisfy applicable 
United States Coast Guard, State, and 
local accident reporting requirements. 
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