
11 

Forest Service, USDA § 200.6 

Special Agent in Charge of Law En-
forcement and Investigations, a Re-
search Station Director, the Inter-
national Institute for Tropical For-
estry Director, the Area Director, or a 
Forest Supervisor. 

(d) Guidance issued through letters 
and memoranda must be issued in ac-
cordance with signing authorities dele-
gated through issuances to the Forest 
Service Directive System. 

(e) An alphabetical index of the con-
tents of the Forest Service Manual and 
related Forest Service Handbooks is 
published in Forest Service Handbook 
1109.12, Directive System Handbook. 
The index contains a listing of all Se-
ries, Titles, and Chapters in the Forest 
Service Manual and a listing of all For-
est Service Handbooks in the Directive 
System. 

(f) Forest Service Handbook 6209.11, 
Records Management Handbook, out-
lines and indexes the filing system for 
all correspondence and other records. 

(g) Forms and reports used by the 
agency are listed in, and instructions 
for their use are issued throughout, the 
Forest Service Directive System and 
are collated in Forest Service Hand-
book 1309.14, Information Require-
ments Handbook. 

[62 FR 33367, June 19, 1997, as amended at 74 
FR 19143, Apr. 28, 2009] 

§ 200.5 Indexes. 
Publication of the indexes described 

in § 200.4 is deemed both unnecessary 
and impractical because of the large 
volume of material involved. However, 
copies of the indexes are available for 
public review in the Forest Service 
headquarters office in Washington, DC, 
and at field offices listed under 
§ 200.2(d). The Forest Service will pro-
vide copies of any index upon request 
at a cost not to exceed the direct cost 
of duplication. 

[40 FR 12790, Mar. 21, 1975. Redesignated at 62 
FR 13540, Mar. 21, 1997] 

§ 200.6 Information available; inspec-
tion, copying, and charges. 

(a) In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 7 CFR 1.2, the Forest Service shall 
make available for public inspection 
and copying all published or unpub-
lished directives, forms, records, and 

final opinions, including concurring or 
dissenting opinions and orders made in 
the adjudication of cases. Charges for 
information requested from the Forest 
Service are set out in paragraph (d) of 
this section and vary according to the 
type of information requested. 

(b) Information made available pur-
suant to paragraph (a) of this section 
may be obtained at the Office of the 
Chief, or the office of any Regional 
Forester, Research Station Director, 
Area Director, Institute Director, For-
est Supervisor, or District Ranger. The 
addresses of these offices are set forth 
in §§ 200.1 and 200.2. Forest Service per-
sonnel at these offices will assist mem-
bers of the public seeking Forest Serv-
ice records. However, Research Station 
and Institute Directors and District 
Rangers may not have all volumes of 
the Forest Service Manual and Hand-
books. When the information requested 
is not available at a given location, the 
personnel where the request is received 
will direct the requester to another of-
fice where the information may be ob-
tained. 

(c) Inspection and copying avail-
ability is as follows: 

(1) Facilities for inspection and copy-
ing are available at the offices listed in 
§§ 200.1 and 200.2, during established of-
fice hours for the particular location, 
usually 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Copying facilities may 
not be available at all Forest Service 
offices. 

(2) Requesters for information may 
make copies of available information 
without charge if they elect to bring 
their own copy equipment to the appro-
priate offices listed in §§ 200.1 and 200.2. 

(3) Requesters should make prior ar-
rangements for using agency copying 
facilities or for bringing in copying 
equipment and, in the later case, 
should get advance approval from the 
office. 

(d) Any request for information pur-
suant to the provisions of the Freedom 
of Information Act must be submitted 
in accordance with §§ 200.7 and 200.8. 
The Forest Service charges a fee for 
copies of records not generally made 
available to the public but released 
pursuant to a FOIA request in accord-
ance with a schedule of fees established 
by the Department of Agriculture at 7 
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CFR Part 1, Subpart A, Appendix A. 
These fees do not apply to information 
that is generally and routinely made 
available to the public upon request, 
such as recreational brochures, pam-
phlets, maps, and technical guides as 
well as agency directive issuances. Sep-
arate charges for such general informa-
tion are established in the agency’s Di-
rective System (§ 200.4). For example, 
some pamphlets and small segments of 
the Forest Service Manual and Hand-
book may be provided at no cost, but 
maps of the National Forest System 
and larger sections of the Manual and 
Handbook are available for a charge. 
Current charges are explained at the 
time the request is made. 

[62 FR 13540, Mar. 21, 1997] 

§ 200.7 Request for records. 

Requests for records and the proc-
essing of those records are governed by 
the rules at 7 CFR 1.6. Agency officials 
are authorized to receive and act on re-
quests for records as follows: 

(a) The Regional Forester, Regional 
Special Agent in charge, Research Sta-
tion Director, Area Director, and Insti-
tute Director at the field locations and 
addresses listed in § 200.2; the Director 
of Law Enforcement and Investiga-
tions, other Staff Directors, or other 
officials whom the Chief may author-
ize, located in the Washington Office, 
are authorized to receive requests for 
such records, to make determinations 
regarding whether records exist, and to 
grant or deny requests for records ex-
empt from disclosure under the provi-
sions of 5 U.S.C. 552(b). 

(b) Each of the officials listed in 
paragraph (a) of this section also is au-
thorized to take the following actions: 

(1) Extend the 10-day administrative 
deadline for reply pursuant to 7 CFR 
1.14; 

(2) Make discretionary releases pur-
suant to 7 CFR 1.17(b) of records ex-
empt from mandatory disclosure; 

(3) Deny records pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552(b); and 

(4) Make determinations regarding 
the charges of fees pursuant to 7 CFR 
1.8(a). 

[62 FR 33368, June 19, 1997, as amended at 63 
FR 53811, Oct. 7, 1998] 

§ 200.8 Appeals. 

(a) Appeals from denials of requests 
submitted under § 200.7 shall be sub-
mitted in accordance with U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture rules at 7 CFR 
part 1, subpart A, and the appendix to 
subpart A to the Chief, Forest Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Audi-
tors Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, S.W., P.O. Box 96090, Wash-
ington, DC 20090–6090. 

(b) The Chief, or other official to 
whom such authority is delegated, 
shall determine whether to grant or 
deny the appeal and make all necessary 
determinations relating to an exten-
sion of the 20-day administrative dead-
line for reply, discretionary release of 
records exempt from mandatory disclo-
sure under 5 U.S.C. 552(b), and charging 
the appropriate fees, pursuant to U.S. 
Department of Agriculture rules at 7 
CFR part 1, subpart A, and the appen-
dix to subpart A. 

(c) The Forest Service Freedom of In-
formation Act/Privacy Act Officer 
must review all proposed responses to 
appeals prior to signature. 

[63 FR 53812, Oct. 7, 1998, as amended at 63 FR 
60049, Nov. 6, 1998] 

§ 200.12 Land status and title records. 

(a) Land Status Records System. The 
Land Status Records System is the of-
ficial, permanent repository for all 
agency realty records and land title 
documents for National Forest System 
lands. It includes an automated data-
base which contains an accurate ac-
count of: acreage, condition of title, 
administrative jurisdiction, rights held 
by the United States, administrative 
and legal use restrictions, encum-
brances, and access rights on land or 
interests in land in the National Forest 
System. 

(1) Components. The system shall in-
clude, but is not limited to, the fol-
lowing components: 

(i) A current and accurate Land Sta-
tus Atlas for each National Forest, Na-
tional Grassland, and other proclaimed 
or designated administrative unit, 
which shall graphically portray on 
maps keyed to a tabular summary the 
following categories of information: 
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