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methane, will be located within the 
rights-of-way of temporary roads that 
are otherwise necessary for coal-re-
lated surface activities including the 
installation and operation of methane 
venting wells. 

(2) If proposed road construction/re-
construction meets one of the excep-
tions, subject to the legal rights identi-
fied in § 294.43(c)(1), the responsible offi-
cial must determine: 

(i) Motorized access, without road 
construction is not feasible; 

(ii) When proposing to construct a 
forest road, that a temporary road 
would not provide reasonable access; 

(iii) Road construction is consistent 
with the applicable land management 
plan direction; 

(iv) Within a native cutthroat trout 
catchment or identified recovery wa-
tershed, road construction will not di-
minish, over the long-term, conditions 
in the water influence zone and the ex-
tent of the occupied native cutthroat 
trout habitat; and 

(v) That watershed conservation 
practices will be applied to all projects 
occurring in native cutthroat trout 
habitat. 

(d) Road construction/reconstruction/de-
commissioning project implementation and 
management. The following elements 
will be incorporated into any road con-
struction/reconstruction projects im-
plemented within Colorado Roadless 
Areas. 

(1) Road construction/reconstruction. If 
it is determined that a road is author-
ized in a Colorado Roadless Area, con-
duct construction in a manner that re-
duces effects on surface resources, and 
prevents unnecessary or unreasonable 
surface disturbance. 

(2) Road decommissioning. Decommis-
sion any road and restore the affected 
landscape when it is determined that 
the road is no longer needed for the es-
tablished purpose prior to, or upon ter-
mination or expiration of a contract, 
authorization, or permit, if possible; or 
upon termination or expiration of a 
contract, authorization, or permit, 
whichever is sooner. Require the inclu-
sion of a road decommissioning provi-
sion in all contracts or permits. Design 
decommissioning to stabilize, restore, 
and revegetate unneeded roads to a 
more natural state to protect resources 

and enhance roadless area characteris-
tics. Examples include obliteration, de-
nial of use, elimination of travelway 
functionality, and removal of the road 
prism (restoration of the road corridor 
to the original contour and hydrologic 
function). 

(3) Road designations. The designation 
of a temporary road constructed or re-
constructed pursuant to this subpart 
may not be changed to forest road ex-
cept where a forest road is allowed 
under paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion. 

(4) Road use. Use of motor vehicles 
for administrative purposes by the For-
est Service and by fire, emergency, or 
law enforcement personnel is allowed. 
All roads constructed pursuant to para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this section shall 
prohibit public motorized vehicles (in-
cluding off-highway vehicles) except: 

(i) Where specifically used for the 
purpose for which the road was estab-
lished; or 

(ii) Motor vehicle use that is specifi-
cally authorized under a Federal law or 
regulation. 

(5) Road maintenance. Maintenance of 
roads is permissible in Colorado 
Roadless Areas. 

§ 294.44 Prohibition on linear con-
struction zones. 

(a) General. A linear construction 
zone may not be authorized in Colorado 
Roadless Areas except as provided in 
paragraph (b) and (c) of this section 
and § 294.48 (a). 

(b) Upper Tier Acres. Notwithstanding 
the prohibition in paragraph (a) of this 
section, a linear construction zone may 
only be authorized within Colorado 
Roadless Area upper tier acres if the 
Regional Forester determines the LCZ 
is needed: 

(1) Pursuant to reserved or out-
standing rights, or as provided for by 
statute or treaty. 

(2) For the construction, reconstruc-
tion, or maintenance of an authorized 
water conveyance structure which is 
operated pursuant to a pre-existing 
water court decree (see 
§ 294.43(c)(1)(iv)); 

(c) Non-Upper Tier Acres. Notwith-
standing the prohibition in paragraph 
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(a) of this section, a linear construc-
tion zone may only be authorized with-
in Colorado Roadless Area non-upper 
tier acres if the Regional Forester de-
termines the LCZ is needed: 

(1) Pursuant to reserved or out-
standing rights, or as provided for by 
statute or treaty. 

(2) For the construction, reconstruc-
tion, or maintenance of an authorized 
water conveyance structure which is 
operated pursuant to a pre-existing 
water court decree (see 
§ 294.43(c)(1)(iv)); 

(3) For the construction, reconstruc-
tion, or maintenance of existing or fu-
ture authorized electrical power lines 
or telecommunication lines. Electrical 
power lines or telecommunication lines 
within Colorado Roadless Areas will 
only be authorized if there is no oppor-
tunity for the project to be imple-
mented outside of a Colorado Roadless 
Area without causing substantially 
greater environmental damage; or 

(4) For the construction, reconstruc-
tion or maintenance of a pipeline asso-
ciated with operation of an oil and gas 
lease that allows surface use within a 
Colorado Roadless Area or the con-
struction, reconstruction or mainte-
nance of a pipeline needed to connect 
to infrastructure within a Colorado 
Roadless Area from outside a Colorado 
Roadless Area where such a connection 
would cause substantially less environ-
mental damage than alternative 
routes. The construction of pipelines 
for the purposes of transporting oil or 
natural gas through a Colorado 
Roadless Area, where the source(s) and 
destination(s) of the pipeline are lo-
cated exclusively outside of a Colorado 
Roadless Area, shall not be authorized. 

(d) Proposed Linear Construction 
Zones. If a proposed linear construction 
zone meets one of the above exceptions, 
then the following must be determined: 

(1) Motorized access, without a linear 
construction zone, is not feasible; 

(2) A linear construction zone is con-
sistent with the applicable land man-
agement plan direction; 

(3) A linear construction zone is no 
wider than its intended use; 

(4) Within a native cutthroat trout 
catchment or identified recovery wa-
tershed, a linear construction zone will 
not diminish, over the long-term, con-

ditions in the water influence zone and 
the extent of the occupied native cut-
throat trout habitat; 

(5) Reclamation of a linear construc-
tion zone will not diminish, over the 
long-term, roadless area characteris-
tics; and 

(6) That watershed conservation 
practices will be applied to all projects 
occurring in catchments with occupied 
native cutthroat trout habitat. 

(e) Linear construction zone decommis-
sioning. Where a linear construction 
zone is authorized in a Colorado 
Roadless Area, installation of the lin-
ear facility will be done in a manner 
that minimizes ground disturbance, in-
cluding placement within existing 
right-of-ways where feasible. All au-
thorizations approving the installation 
of linear facilities through the use of a 
linear construction zone shall include a 
responsible official approved reclama-
tion plan for reclaiming the affected 
landscape while conserving roadless 
area characteristics over the long- 
term. Upon completion of the installa-
tion of a linear facility via the use of a 
linear construction zone, all areas of 
surface disturbance shall be reclaimed 
as prescribed in the authorization and 
the approved reclamation plan and 
may not be waived. 

§ 294.45 Environmental documenta-
tion. 

(a) Environmental documentation 
will be prepared pursuant to Section 
102 of the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act, 40 CFR part 1500, and 36 CFR 
part 220 for any proposed action within 
a Colorado Roadless Area. Proposed ac-
tions that would significantly alter the 
undeveloped character of a Colorado 
Roadless Area require an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS). 

(b) The Forest Service will offer co-
operating agency status to the State of 
Colorado, for all proposed projects and 
planning activities subject to this rule 
that would be implemented on lands 
within Colorado Roadless Areas. Where 
the Forest Service does not have the 
authority to offer formal cooperating 
agency status, the Forest Service shall 
offer to coordinate with the State. 
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