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[72 FR 61803, Nov. 1, 2007, as amended at 73
FR 37839, July 2, 2008; 78 FR 42875, July 18,
2013]

§202.18 [Reserved]

§202.19 Deposit of published copies or
phonorecords for the Library of
Congress.

(a) General. This section prescribes
rules pertaining to the deposit of cop-
ies and phonorecords of published
works for the Library of Congress
under section 407 of title 17 of the
United States Code, as amended by
Pub. L. 94-553. The provisions of this
section are not applicable to the de-
posit of copies and phonorecords for
purposes of copyright registration
under section 408 of title 17, except as
expressly adopted in §202.20 of these
regulations.

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of
this section:

(1)(1) The best edition of a work is the
edition, published in the United States
at any time before the date of deposit,
that the Library of Congress deter-
mines to be most suitable for its pur-
poses. The ‘‘best edition’ requirement
is described in detail at Appendix B to
this part.

(ii) Criteria for selection of the ‘‘best
edition” from among two or more pub-
lished editions of the same version of
the same work are set forth in the
statement entitled ‘‘Best Edition of
Published Copyrighted Works for the
Collections of the Library of Congress’’
(hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Best Edi-
tion Statement’’) in effect at the time
of deposit.

(iii) Where no specific criteria for the
selection of the ‘‘best edition” are es-
tablished in the Best Edition State-
ment, that edition which, in the judg-
ment of the Library of Congress, rep-
resents the highest quality for its pur-
poses shall be considered the ‘‘best edi-
tion.”” In such cases:

(A) When the Copyright Office is
aware that two or more editions of a
work have been published it will con-
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sult with other appropriate officials of
the Library of Congress to obtain in-
structions as to the ‘‘best edition’ and
(except in cases for which special relief
is granted) will require deposit of that
edition; and

(B) When a potential depositor is un-
certain which of two or more published
editions comprises the ‘‘best edition’’,
inquiry should be made to the Copy-
right Acquisitions Division.

(iv) Where differences between two or
more ‘‘editions” of a work represent
variations in copyrightable content,
each edition is considered a separate
version, and hence a different work, for
the purpose of this section, and criteria
of ‘“‘best edition’” based on such dif-
ferences do not apply.

(2) A complete copy includes all ele-
ments comprising the unit of publica-
tion of the best edition of the work, in-
cluding elements that, if considered
separately, would not be copyrightable
subject matter or would otherwise be
exempt from mandatory deposit re-
quirements under paragraph (c) of this
section. In the case of sound record-
ings, a ‘‘complete’” phonorecord in-
cludes the phonorecord, together with
any printed or other visually percep-
tible material published with such pho-
norecord (such as textual or pictorial
matter appearing on record sleeves or
album covers, or embodied in leaflets
or booklets included in a sleeve, album,
or other container). In the case of a
musical composition published in cop-
ies only, or in both copies and
phonorecords:

(i) If the only publication of copies in
the United States took place by the
rental, lease, or lending of a full score
and parts, a full score is a ‘‘complete”
copy; and

(ii) If the only publication of copies
in the United States took place by the
rental, lease, or lending of a conduc-
tor’s score and parts, a conductor’s
score is a ‘‘complete’ copy.

In the case of a motion picture, a copy
is “‘complete” if the reproduction of all
of the visual and aural elements com-
prising the copyrightable subject mat-
ter in the work is clean, undamaged,
undeteriorated, and free of splices, and
if the copy itself and its physical hous-
ing are free of any defects that would
interfere with the performance of the
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