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Quincy, MA 02269. (For ordering infor-
mation, call toll-free 1–800–344–3555.) 

(b) The following materials are incor-
porated by reference into this part. 

(1) NFPA 10, Standard for Portable 
Fire Extinguishers (2010 edition), Incor-
poration by Reference (IBR) approved 
for §§ 17.63, 17.74, and 17.81. 

(2) NFPA 101, Life Safety Code (2009 
edition), IBR approved for §§ 17.63, 17.74 
(chapters 1 through 11, 24, and section 
33.7), 17.81, and 17.82. 

(3) NFPA 101A, Guide on Alternative 
Approaches to Life Safety (2010 edi-
tion), IBR approved for § 17.63. 

(4) NFPA 13, Standard for the Instal-
lation of Sprinkler Systems (2010 edi-
tion), IBR approved for § 17.74. 

(5) NFPA 13D, Standard for the In-
stallation of Sprinkler Systems in One- 
and Two-Family Dwellings and Manu-
factured Homes (2010 edition), IBR ap-
proved for § 17.74. 

(6) NFPA 13R, Standard for the In-
stallation of Sprinkler Systems in Res-
idential Occupancies Up To and Includ-
ing Four Stories in Height (2010 edi-
tion), IBR approved for § 17.74. 

(7) NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspec-
tion, Testing, and Maintenance of 
Water-Based Fire Protection Systems 
(2008 edition), IBR approved for § 17.74. 

(8) NFPA 30, Flammable and Combus-
tible Liquids Code (2008 edition), IBR 
approved for § 17.74. 

(9) NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and 
Signaling Code (2010 edition), IBR ap-
proved for § 17.74. 

(10) NFPA 720, Standard for the In-
stallation of Carbon Monoxide (CO) De-
tection and Warning Equipment (2009 
edition), IBR approved for § 17.74. 

(Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552(a), 38 U.S.C. 501, 
1721.) 

[76 FR 10248, Feb. 24, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 5188, Feb. 2, 2012] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 10248, Feb. 
24, 2011, § 17.1 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 17.30 Definitions. 
When used in Department of Vet-

erans Affairs medical regulations, each 
of the following terms shall have the 
meaning ascribed to it in this section: 

(a) Medical services. The term medical 
services includes, in addition to medical 
examination, treatment, and rehabili-
tative services: 

(1) Surgical services, dental services 
and appliances as authorized in §§ 17.160 
through 17.166, optometric and 
podiatric services, (in the case of a per-
son otherwise receiving care or services 
under this chapter) the preventive 
health care services set forth in 38 
U.S.C. 1762, noninstitutional extended 
care, wheelchairs, artificial limbs, 
trusses and similar appliances, special 
clothing made necessary by the wear-
ing of prosthetic appliances, and such 
other supplies or services as are medi-
cally determined to be reasonable and 
necessary. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1701(6)(A)(i)) 

(2) Consultation, professional coun-
seling, marriage and family counseling, 
training, and mental health services 
for the members of the immediate fam-
ily or legal guardian of the veteran or 
the individual in whose household the 
veteran certifies an intention to live, 
as necessary in connection with the 
veteran’s treatment. 

(3) Transportation and incidental ex-
penses for any person entitled to such 
benefits under the provisions of § 17.143. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1701(6)) 

(b) Domiciliary care. The term domi-
ciliary care means the furnishing of a 
home to a veteran, embracing the fur-
nishing of shelter, food, clothing and 
other comforts of home, including nec-
essary medical services. The term fur-
ther includes travel and incidental ex-
penses pursuant to § 17.143. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1701(4)) 

[23 FR 6498, Aug. 22, 1958] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 17.30, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 17.31 Duty periods defined. 
Definitions of duty periods applicable 

to eligibility for medical benefits are 
as follows: 

(a) Active military, naval, or air service 
includes: 

(1) Active duty. 
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(2) Any period of active duty for 
training during which the individual 
was disabled from a disease or injury 
incurred or aggravated in line of duty. 

(3) Any period of inactive duty train-
ing during which the individual was 
disabled from an injury incurred or ag-
gravated in line of duty. 

(4) Any period of inactive duty train-
ing during which the individual was 
disabled from an acute myocardial in-
farction, a cardiac arrest, or a cerebro-
vascular accident which occurred dur-
ing such period of inactive duty train-
ing. 

(b) Active duty means: 
(1) Full-time duty in the Armed 

Forces, other than active duty for 
training. 

(2) Full-time duty, other than for 
training purposes, as a commissioned 
officer of the Regular or Reserve Corps 
of the Public Health Service during the 
following dates: 

(i) On or after July 29, 1945; 
(ii) Before July 29, 1945, under cir-

cumstances affording entitlement to 
full military benefits; or 

(3) Full-time duty as a commissioned 
officer of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration or its prede-
cessor organizations, the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey or the Environmental 
Science Services Administration, dur-
ing the following dates: 

(i) On or after July 29, 1945; 
(ii) Before July 29, 1945, under the fol-

lowing circumstances: 
(A) While on transfer to one of the 

Armed Forces; 
(B) While, in time of war or national 

emergency declared by the President, 
assigned to duty on a project for one of 
the Armed Forces in an area deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense to 
be of immediate military hazard; or 

(C) In the Philippine Islands on De-
cember 7, 1941, and continuously in 
such islands thereafter; or 

(4) Service as a cadet at the U.S. 
Military, Air Force, or Coast Guard 
Academy, or as a midshipman at the 
U.S. Naval Academy. 

(5) Service in Women’s Army Auxil-
iary Corps (WAAC). Recognized effec-
tive March 18, 1980. 

(6) Service of any person in a group 
the members of which rendered service 
to the Armed Forces of the United 

States in a capacity considered civilian 
employment or contractual service at 
the time such service was rendered, if 
the Secretary of Defense: 

(i) Determines that the service of 
such group constituted active military 
service; and 

(ii) Issues to each member of such 
group a discharge from such service 
under honorable conditions where the 
nature and duration of the service of 
such member so warrants. 

(7) Service in American Merchant 
Marine in Oceangoing Service any time 
during the period December 7, 1941, to 
August 15, 1945. Recognized effective 
January 19, 1988. 

(8) Service by the approximately 50 
Chamorro and Carolinian former native 
policemen who received military train-
ing in the Donnal area of central 
Saipan and were placed under the com-
mand of Lt. Casino of the 6th Provi-
sional Military Police Battalion to ac-
company U.S. Marines on active, com-
bat-patrol activity any time during the 
period August 19, 1945, to September 2, 
1945. Recognized effective September 
30, 1999. 

(9) Service by Civilian Crewmen of 
the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
(USCGS) vessels, who performed their 
service in areas of immediate military 
hazard while conducting cooperative 
operations with and for the U.S. Armed 
Forces any time during the period De-
cember 7, 1941, to August 15, 1945. 
Qualifying USCGS vessels specified by 
the Secretary of the Air Force are the 
Derickson, Explorer, Gilbert, Hilgard, 
E. Lester Jones, Lydonia, Patton, Sur-
veyor, Wainwright, Westdahl, Oceanog-
rapher, Hydrographer, or Pathfinder. 
Recognized effective April 8, 1991. 

(10) Service by Civilian Employees of 
Pacific Naval Air Bases who actively 
participated in Defense of Wake Island 
during World War II. Recognized effec-
tive January 22, 1981. 

(11) Service by Civilian Navy Identi-
fication Friend or Foe (IFF) Techni-
cians who served in the Combat Areas 
of the Pacific any time during the pe-
riod December 7, 1941, to August 15, 
1945. Recognized effective August 2, 
1988. 

(12) Service by Civilian personnel as-
signed to the Secret Intelligence Ele-
ment of the Office of Strategic Services 
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(OSS). Recognized effective December 
27, 1982. 

(13) Service by Engineer Field Clerks 
(World War I). Recognized effective Au-
gust 31, 1979. 

(14) Service by Guam Combat Patrol. 
Recognized effective May 10, 1983. 

(15) Service by Honorably discharged 
members of the American Volunteer 
Group (Flying Tigers) who served any 
time during the period December 7, 
1941, to July 18, 1942. Recognized effec-
tive May 3, 1991. 

(16) Service by Honorably discharged 
members of the American Volunteer 
Guard, Eritrea Service Command who 
served any time during the period June 
21, 1942, to March 31, 1943. Recognized 
effective June 29, 1992. 

(17) Service by Male Civilian Ferry 
Pilots. Recognized effective July 17, 
1981. 

(18) Service with the Operational 
Analysis Group of the Office of Sci-
entific Research and Development, Of-
fice of Emergency Management, which 
served overseas with the U.S. Army Air 
Corps any time during the period De-
cember 7, 1941, to August 15, 1945. Rec-
ognized effective August 27, 1999. 

(19) Service by Quartermaster Corps 
Female Clerical Employees serving 
with the American Expeditionary 
Forces in World War II. Recognized ef-
fective January 22, 1981. 

(20) Service by Quartermaster Corps 
Keswick Crew on Corregidor (World 
War II). Recognized effective February 
7, 1984. 

(21) Service by Reconstruction Aides 
and Dietitians in World War I. Recog-
nized effective July 6, 1981. 

(22) Service by Signal Corps Female 
Telephone Operators Unit of World War 
I. Recognized effective May 15, 1979. 

(23) Service by three scouts/guides, 
Miguel Tenorio, Penedicto Taisacan, 
and Cristino Dela Cruz, who assisted 
the U.S. Marines in the offensive oper-
ations against the Japanese on the 
Northern Mariana Islands from June 
19, 1944, through September 2, 1945. 
Recognized effective September 30, 
1999. 

(24) Service by U.S. civilian employ-
ees of American Airlines who served 
overseas as a result of American Air-
lines’ Contract with the Air Transport 
Command any time during the period 

December 14, 1941, to August 14, 1945. 
Recognized effective October 5, 1990. 

(25) Service by U.S. civilian female 
employees of the U.S. Army Nurse 
Corps while serving in the Defense of 
Bataan and Corregidor any time during 
the period January 2, 1942, to February 
3, 1945. Recognized effective December 
13, 1993. 

(26) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of Braniff Airways, who 
served overseas in the North Atlantic 
or under the jurisdiction of the North 
Atlantic Wing, Air Transport Com-
mand (ATC), as a result of a Contract 
with the ATC any time during the pe-
riod February 26, 1942, to August 14, 
1945. Recognized effective June 2, 1997. 

(27) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of Consolidated Vultree 
Aircraft Corporation (Consairway Divi-
sion), who served overseas as a result 
of a Contract with the Air Transport 
Command any time during the period 
December 14, 1941, to August 14, 1945. 
Recognized effective June 29, 1992. 

(28) Service by U.S. Flight Crew and 
Aviation Ground Support Employees of 
Northeast Airlines Atlantic Division, 
who served overseas as a result of 
Northeast Airlines’ Contract with the 
Air Transport Command any time dur-
ing the period December 7, 1941, to Au-
gust 14, 1945. Recognized effective June 
2, 1997. 

(29) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of Northwest Airlines, who 
served overseas as a result of North-
west Airlines’ Contract with the Air 
Transport Command any time during 
the period December 14, 1941, to August 
14, 1945. Recognized effective December 
13, 1993. 

(30) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of Pan American World Air-
ways and its Subsidiaries and Affili-
ates, who served overseas as a result of 
Pan American’s Contract with the Air 
Transport Command and Naval Air 
Transport Service any time during the 
period December 14, 1941, to August 14, 
1945. Recognized effective July 16, 1992. 

(31) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of Transcontinental and 
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Western Air (TWA), Inc., who served 
overseas as a result of TWA’s Contract 
with the Air Transport Command any 
time during the period December 14, 
1941, to August 14, 1945. The ‘‘Flight 
Crew’’ includes pursers. Recognized ef-
fective May 13, 1992. 

(32) Service by U.S. Civilian Flight 
Crew and Aviation Ground Support 
Employees of United Air Lines (UAL), 
who served overseas as a result of 
UAL’s Contract with the Air Transport 
Command any time during the period 
December 14, 1941, to August 14, 1945. 
Recognized effective May 13, 1992. 

(33) Service by U.S. civilian volun-
teers who actively participated in the 
Defense of Bataan. Recognized effec-
tive February 7, 1984. 

(34) Service by U.S. civilians of the 
American Field Service (AFS) who 
served overseas operationally in World 
War I any time during the period Au-
gust 31, 1917, to January 1, 1918. Recog-
nized effective August 30, 1990. 

(35) Service by U.S. civilians of the 
American Field Service (AFS) who 
served overseas under U.S. Armies and 
U.S. Army Groups in World War II any 
time during the period December 7, 
1941, to May 8, 1945. Recognized effec-
tive August 30, 1990. 

(36) Service by U.S. Merchant Sea-
men who served on blockships in sup-
port of Operation Mulberry. Recognized 
effective October 18, 1985. 

(37) Service by Wake Island Defend-
ers from Guam. Recognized effective 
April 7, 1982. 

(38) Service by Women’s Air Forces 
Service Pilots (WASP). Recognized ef-
fective November 23, 1977. 

(39) Service by persons who were in-
jured while providing aerial transpor-
tation of mail and serving under condi-
tions set forth in Public Law 73–140. 

(40) Service in the Alaska Territorial 
Guard during World War II, for any 
person who the Secretary of Defense 
determines was honorably discharged. 

(41) Service by Army field clerks. 
(42) Service by Army Nurse Corps, 

Navy Nurse Corps, and female dietetic 
and physical therapy personnel as fol-
lows: 

(i) Female Army and Navy nurses on 
active service under order of the serv-
ice department; or 

(ii) Female dietetic and physical 
therapy personnel, excluding students 
and apprentices, appointed with rel-
ative rank after December 21, 1942, or 
commissioned after June 21, 1944. 

(43) Service by students who were en-
listed men in Aviation camps during 
World War I. 

(44) Active service in the Coast Guard 
after January 28, 1915, while under the 
jurisdiction of the Treasury Depart-
ment, the Navy Department, the De-
partment of Transportation, or the De-
partment of Homeland Security. This 
does not include temporary members of 
the Coast Guard Reserves. 

(45) Service by contract surgeons if 
the disability was the result of injury 
or disease contracted in the line of 
duty during a period of war while actu-
ally performing the duties of assistant 
surgeon or acting assistant surgeon 
with any military force in the field, or 
in transit, or in a hospital. 

(46) Service by field clerks of the 
Quartermaster Corps. 

(47) Service by lighthouse service 
personnel who were transferred to the 
service and jurisdiction of the War or 
Navy Departments by Executive Order 
under the Act of August 29, 1916. Effec-
tive July 1, 1939, service was consoli-
dated with the Coast Guard. 

(48) Service by male nurses who were 
enlisted in a Medical Corps. 

(49) Service by persons having a pen-
sionable or compensable status before 
January 1, 1959. 

(50) Service by a Commonwealth 
Army veteran or new Philippine Scout, 
as defined in 38 U.S.C. 1735, who resides 
in the United States and is a citizen of 
the United States or an alien lawfully 
admitted to the United States for per-
manent residence; service by Regular 
Philippine Scouts and service in the In-
sular Force of the Navy, Samoan Na-
tive Guard, or Samoan Native Band of 
the Navy. 

(51) Service with the Revenue Cutter 
Service while serving under direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy in co-
operation with the Navy. Effective 
January 28, 1915, the Revenue Cutter 
Service was merged into the Coast 
Guard. 

(52) Service during World War I in the 
Russian Railway Service Corps as cer-
tified by the Secretary of the Army. 
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(53) Service by members of training 
camps authorized by section 54 of the 
National Defense Act (Pub. L. 64–85, 39 
Stat. 166), except for members of Stu-
dent Army Training Corps Camps at 
the Presidio of San Francisco; 
Plattsburg, New York; Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois; Howard University, Wash-
ington, DC; Camp Perry, Ohio; and 
Camp Hancock, Georgia, from July 18, 
1918, to September 16, 1918. 

(54) Service in the Women’s Army 
Corps (WAC) after June 30, 1943. 

(55) Service in the Women’s Reserve 
of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard. 

(56) Effective July 28, 1959, service by 
a veteran who was discharged for 
alienage during a period of hostilities 
unless evidence affirmatively shows 
the veteran was discharged at his or 
her own request. A veteran who was 
discharged for alienage after a period 
of hostilities and whose service was 
honest and faithful is not barred from 
benefits if he or she is otherwise enti-
tled. A discharge changed prior to Jan-
uary 7, 1957, to honorable by a board es-
tablished under 10 U.S.C. 1552 and 1553 
will be considered as evidence that the 
discharge was not at the alien’s re-
quest. 

(57) Attendance at the preparatory 
schools of the United States Air Force 
Academy, the United States Military 
Academy, or the United States Naval 
Academy for enlisted active duty mem-
bers who are reassigned to a pre-
paratory school without a release from 
active duty, and for other individuals 
who have a commitment to active duty 
in the Armed Forces that would be 
binding upon disenrollment from the 
preparatory school. 

(58) For purposes of providing med-
ical care under chapter 17 for a service- 
connected disability, service by any 
person who has suffered an injury or 
contracted a disease in line of duty 
while en route to or from, or at, a place 
for final acceptance or entry upon ac-
tive duty and: 

(i) Who has applied for enlistment or 
enrollment in the active military, 
naval, or air service and has been pro-
visionally accepted and directed or or-
dered to report to a place for final ac-
ceptance into such service; 

(ii) Who has been selected or drafted 
for service in the Armed Forces and 
has reported pursuant to the call of the 
person’s local draft board and before 
rejection; or 

(iii) Who has been called into the 
Federal service as a member of the Na-
tional Guard, but has not been enrolled 
for the Federal service. 

Note to paragraph (b)(58): The injury 
or disease must be due to some factor 
relating to compliance with proper or-
ders. Draftees and selectees are in-
cluded when reporting for preinduction 
examination or for final induction on 
active duty. Such persons are not in-
cluded for injury or disease suffered 
during the period of inactive duty, or 
period of waiting, after a final physical 
examination and prior to beginning the 
trip to report for induction. Members 
of the National Guard are included 
when reporting to a designated ren-
dezvous. 

(59) Authorized travel to or from such 
duty or service, as described in this 
section. 

(60) The period of time immediately 
following the date an individual is dis-
charged or released from a period of ac-
tive duty, as determined by the Sec-
retary concerned to have been required 
for that individual to proceed to that 
individual’s home by the most direct 
route, and in any event until midnight 
of the date of such discharge or release. 

(c) Active duty for training means: 
(1) Full-time duty in the Armed 

Forces performed by Reserves for 
training purposes. 

(2) Full-time duty for training pur-
poses performed as a commissioned of-
ficer of the Reserve Corps of the Public 
Health service during the period cov-
ered in paragraph (b)(2) of this section. 

(3) In the case of members of the 
Army National Guard or Air National 
Guard of any State, full-time duty 
under sections 316, 502, 503, 504, or 505 of 
title 32 U.S.C., or the prior cor-
responding provisions of law. 

(4) Duty performed by a member of a 
Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
program when ordered to such duty for 
the purpose of training or a practice 
cruise under chapter 103 of title 10 
U.S.C. for a period of not less than four 
weeks and which must be completed by 
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the member before the member is com-
missioned. 

(5) Attendance at the preparatory 
schools of the United States Air Force 
Academy, the United States Military 
Academy, or the United States Naval 
Academy by an individual who enters 
the preparatory school directly from 
the Reserves, National Guard or civil-
ian life, unless the individual has a 
commitment to service on active duty 
which would be binding upon 
disenrollment from the preparatory 
school. 

(6) Authorized travel to or from such 
duty as described in paragraph (c) of 
this section if an individual, when au-
thorized or required by competent au-
thority, assumes an obligation to per-
form active duty for training and is 
disabled from an injury, acute myocar-
dial infarction, a cardiac arrest, or a 
cerebrovascular accident incurred 
while proceeding directly to or return-
ing directly from such active duty for 
training. Authorized travel should take 
into account: 

(i) The hour on which such individual 
began so to proceed or to return; 

(ii) The hour on which such indi-
vidual was scheduled to arrive for, or 
on which such individual ceased to per-
form, such duty; 

(iii) The method of travel employed; 
(iv) The itinerary; 
(v) The manner in which the travel 

was performed; and 
(vi) The immediate cause of dis-

ability. 
(NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (C)(6): Active 

duty for training does not include duty 
performed as a temporary member of 
the Coast Guard Reserve.) 

(d) Inactive duty training means:(1) 
Duty (other than full-time duty) pre-
scribed for Reserves (including com-
missioned officers of the Reserve Corps 
of the Public Health Service) by the 
Secretary concerned under section 206, 
title 37 U.S.C., or any other provision 
of law; 

(2) Special additional duties author-
ized for Reserves (including commis-
sioned officers of the Reserve Corps of 
the Public Health Service) by an au-
thority designated by the Secretary 
concerned and performed by them on a 
voluntary basis in connection with the 
prescribed training or maintenance ac-

tivities of the units to which they are 
assigned. 

(3) Duty (other than full-time duty) 
for members of the National Guard or 
Air National Guard of any State under 
the provisions of law stated in para-
graph (c)(3) of this section. 

(4) Training (other than active duty 
for training) by a member of, or appli-
cant for membership (as defined in 5 
U.S.C. 8140(g)) in, the Senior Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps prescribed 
under chapter 103 of title 10 U.S.C. 

(5) Inactive duty for training does 
not include work or study performed in 
connection with correspondence 
courses, or attendance at an edu-
cational institution in an inactive sta-
tus, or duty performed as a temporary 
member of the Coast Guard Reserve. 

(6) Travel to or from such duty as de-
scribed in this paragraph (d) if an indi-
vidual, when authorized or required by 
competent authority, assumes an obli-
gation to perform inactive duty train-
ing and is disabled from an injury, 
acute myocardial infarction, a cardiac 
arrest, or a cerebrovascular accident 
incurred while proceeding directly to 
or returning directly from such inac-
tive duty training. Authorized travel 
should take into account: 

(i) The hour on which such individual 
began so to proceed or to return; 

(ii) The hour on which such indi-
vidual was scheduled to arrive for, or 
on which such individual ceased to per-
form, such duty; 

(iii) The method of travel employed; 
(iv) The itinerary; 
(v) The manner in which the travel 

was performed; and 
(vi) The immediate cause of dis-

ability. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101, 106, 501, 1734 and 
1735.) 

[34 FR 9339, June 13, 1969, as amended at 45 
FR 6934, Jan. 31, 1980; 45 FR 43169, June 26, 
1980; 48 FR 56580, Dec. 22, 1983; 61 FR 21965, 
May 13, 1996; 75 FR 54497, Sept. 8, 2010; 78 FR 
78260, Dec. 26, 2013] 

PROTECTION OF PATIENT RIGHTS 

§ 17.32 Informed consent and advance 
care planning. 

(a) Definitions: 
Advance Directive. Specific written 

statements made by a patient who has 
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