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amount of established charges not cov-
ered under 38 U.S.C. chapter 
3313(c)(1)(A). 

(g) Outreach. The most current list of 
colleges and universities participating 
in the Yellow Ribbon Program will be 
available at VA’s GI Bill Web site at 
http://www.gibill.va.gov. The list will in-
clude specific information on each 
school’s agreement with VA. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3317) 

PURSUIT OF COURSES 

§ 21.9710 Pursuit. 
Except for an eligible individual 

seeking tuition assistance top-up or re-
imbursement for taking an approved li-
censing or certification test, an indi-
vidual’s educational assistance depends 
upon his or her pursuit of a program of 
education. Verification of this pursuit 
is accomplished by various certifi-
cations. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3323(c)) 

§ 21.9715 Advance payment certifi-
cation. 

All certifications required by this 
section shall be in a form specified by 
the Secretary and shall contain such 
information as specified by the Sec-
retary. An advance payment under this 
chapter is only permissible to an indi-
vidual whose rate of pursuit is greater 
than half-time, and who is entitled to 
the monthly housing allowance as pro-
vided in § 21.9640(b)(1)(ii) or (b)(2)(ii). 

(a) Certification needed before an ad-
vance payment can be made. In order for 
an individual to receive an advance 
payment of the monthly housing allow-
ance, an application or other document 
must be signed by the individual or the 
enrollment certification must be 
signed by an authorized official of the 
institution of higher learning. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3680(d)) 

(b) Advance payments. All 
verifications required by this para-
graph shall be in a form specified by 
the Secretary and shall contain such 
information as specified by the Sec-
retary. 

(1) For each eligible individual re-
ceiving an advance payment, an insti-
tution of higher learning must— 

(i) Verify enrollment for the indi-
vidual; and 

(ii) Verify the delivery of the advance 
payment check to the individual. 

(2) Once the institution of higher 
learning has initially verified the en-
rollment of the individual, the indi-
vidual, not the institution of higher 
learning, must make subsequent 
verifications in order to release further 
payment for that enrollment as pro-
vided in § 21.9730. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3680(d)) 

§ 21.9720 Certification of enrollment. 
Except as stated in § 21.9680, an insti-

tution of higher learning must certify 
an eligible individual’s enrollment be-
fore he or she may receive educational 
assistance. 

(a) Institutions of higher learning must 
certify most enrollments. VA does not, as 
a condition of payment of tuition as-
sistance top-up or advance payment, 
require institutions of higher learning 
to certify the enrollments of eligible 
individuals who either are seeking tui-
tion assistance top-up or, in the cases 
described in § 21.9715, are seeking an ad-
vance payment. VA does not require 
organizations or entities offering a li-
censing or certification test to certify 
that the eligible individual took the 
test. In all other cases, the institution 
of higher learning must certify the eli-
gible individual’s enrollment before he 
or she may receive educational assist-
ance. This certification must be in a 
form specified by the Secretary and 
contain such information as specified 
by the Secretary. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3014(b), 3031, 3034(a), 
3323(a), 3482(g), 3680, 3687, 3689, 5101(a)) 

(b) Length of the enrollment period cov-
ered by the enrollment certification. (1) 
Institutions of higher learning that 
offer courses on a term, quarter, or se-
mester basis will report enrollment for 
the term, quarter, semester, ordinary 
school year, or ordinary school year 
plus summer term. If the certification 
covers two or more terms, the institu-
tion of higher learning will report each 
term, quarter, or semester separately. 

(2) Institutions of higher learning or-
ganized on a year-round basis that do 
not offer courses on a term, quarter, or 
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semester basis will report enrollment 
for the length of the course. The cer-
tification will include a report of the 
dates during which the institution of 
higher learning closes for any intervals 
designated in its approval data as 
breaks between school years. 

(3) When an eligible individual en-
rolls in a distance learning program 
leading to a standard college degree, 
the institution of higher learning’s cer-
tification will include— 

(i) The enrollment date; and 
(ii) The ending date for the period 

being certified. If the institution of 
higher learning has no prescribed max-
imum time for completion, the certifi-
cation must include an ending date 
based on the educational institution’s 
estimate for completion. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3684) 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2900–0073) 

§ 21.9725 Progress and conduct. 

(a) Satisfactory pursuit of program. In 
order to receive payments of edu-
cational assistance under 38 U.S.C. 
chapter 33 for pursuit of a program of 
education, an individual must main-
tain satisfactory progress. VA will dis-
continue payments of educational as-
sistance if the individual does not 
maintain satisfactory progress. 
Progress is unsatisfactory if the indi-
vidual does not satisfactorily progress 
according to the regularly prescribed 
standards of the institution of higher 
learning he or she is attending. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3474) 

(b) Satisfactory conduct. In order to 
receive educational assistance for pur-
suit of a program of education, an indi-
vidual must maintain satisfactory con-
duct according to the regularly pre-
scribed standards and practices of the 
institution of higher learning in which 
he or she is enrolled. If the individual 
will no longer be retained as a student 
or will not be readmitted as a student 
by the institution of higher learning in 
which he or she is enrolled, VA will dis-
continue educational assistance, unless 
further development establishes that 
the institution of higher learning’s ac-

tion is wrongfully retaliatory in na-
ture. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3474) 

(c) Satisfactory attendance. In order to 
receive educational assistance for pur-
suit of a program of education, an indi-
vidual must maintain satisfactory at-
tendance. VA will discontinue edu-
cational assistance if the individual 
does not maintain satisfactory attend-
ance. Attendance is unsatisfactory if 
the individual does not attend accord-
ing to the regularly prescribed stand-
ards of the institution of higher learn-
ing in which he or she is enrolled. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3474) 

(d) Reentrance after discontinuance. (1) 
An eligible individual may be reentered 
following discontinuance because of 
unsatisfactory attendance, conduct, or 
progress when either: 

(i) The individual resumes enroll-
ment at the same institution of higher 
learning in the same program of edu-
cation and the institution of higher 
learning has both approved the individ-
ual’s reenrollment and certified it to 
VA; or 

(ii) VA determines that— 
(A) The cause of the unsatisfactory 

attendance, conduct or progress has 
been removed, and 

(B) The program that the individual 
now proposes to pursue is suitable to 
his or her aptitudes, interests, and 
abilities. 

(2) Reentrance may be for the same 
program, a revised program, or an en-
tirely different program depending on 
the cause of the discontinuance and the 
removal of that cause. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3474) 

§ 21.9735 Other required reports. 

VA will apply the provisions of 
§ 21.7156 to individuals and institutions 
of higher learning under 38 U.S.C. chap-
ter 33 as those provisions are applied to 
veterans and educational institutions 
under 38 U.S.C. chapter 30. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a)) 
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