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need for the pilot project among vet-
erans and their families in the pro-
posed project location, and provides 
evidence of the applicant’s under-
standing of the unique needs of vet-
erans and their families in the location 
to be served. 

(3) Pilot project concept, innovation, 
and ability to meet VA’s objectives (max-
imum 40 points). Application shows ap-
propriate concept, size, and scope of 
the project; provides realistic esti-
mates of time, staffing, and material 
needs to implement the project; and 
details the project’s ability to enhance 
the overall services provided, while 
presenting realistic plans to reduce du-
plication of benefits and services al-
ready in place. Application must de-
scribe a comprehensive and well-devel-
oped plan to meet one or more of the 
permissible uses set out in § 64.6. 

(4) Pilot project evaluation and moni-
toring (maximum 10 points). Self-evalua-
tion and monitoring strategy provided 
in application is reasonable and ex-
pected to meet requirements of 
§ 64.10(b)(5). 

(5) Organizational finances (maximum 
10 points). Applicant provides docu-
mentation that it is financially stable, 
has not defaulted on financial obliga-
tions, has adequate financial and oper-
ational controls in place to assure the 
proper use of RVCP grants, and pre-
sents a plan for using RVCP grants 
that is cost effective and efficient. 

(6) Pilot project location (maximum 20 
points). Applicant documents how the 
proposed project location meets the 
definition of rural or underserved com-
munities in this part. 

(b) Selection of grantees. All complete 
applications will be scored using the 
criteria in paragraph (a) and ranked in 
order from highest to lowest total 
score. VA will rank all applications 
that receive at least the minimum 
number of points indicated in the 
NOFA. VA will award one RVCP grant 
to the highest scoring application. VA 
will award RVCP grants to each suc-
cessive application, ranked by total 
score, provided the applicant has not 
been awarded an RVCP grant for a 
higher scoring application and the pro-
posed project is not in the same project 

location as any previously awarded 
RVCP grant. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 523 note) 

§ 64.14 RVCP grant agreement. 

(a) VA will draft an RVCP grant 
agreement to be executed by VA and 
the grantee. 

(b) The RVCP grant agreement will 
provide that the grantee agrees to: 

(1) Operate the project in accordance 
with this part and the terms of the 
agreement; 

(2) Abide by the following additional 
requirements: 

(i) Community-based organizations 
are subject to the Uniform Administra-
tive Requirements for Grants and 
Agreements with Institutions of Higher 
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non- 
Profit Organizations under 38 CFR part 
49, as well as to OMB Circular A–122, 
Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organi-
zations, codified at 2 CFR part 230, and 
2 CFR parts 25 and 170, if applicable. 

(ii) Local and State government enti-
ties are subject to the Uniform Admin-
istrative Requirements for Grants and 
Cooperative Agreements to State and 
Local Governments under 38 CFR part 
43, as well as to OMB Circular A–87, 
Cost Principles for State, Local, and 
Indian Tribal Governments, and 2 CFR 
parts 25 and 170, if applicable. 

(3) Comply with such other terms and 
conditions, including recordkeeping 
and reports for project monitoring and 
evaluation purposes, as VA may estab-
lish for purposes of carrying out the 
RVCP in an effective and efficient 
manner and as described in the NOFA; 
and 

(4) Provide any necessary additional 
information that is requested by VA in 
the manner and timeframe specified by 
VA. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 523 note) 

§ 64.16 Reporting. 

(a) Quarterly reports. All grantees 
must submit to VA quarterly reports 
based on the Federal fiscal year, which 
include the following information: 

(1) Record of time and resources ex-
pended in outreach activities, and the 
methods used; 
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(2) The number of participants 
served, including demographics of this 
population; 

(3) Types of assistance provided; 
(4) A full accounting of RVCP grant 

funds received from VA and used or un-
used during the quarter; and 

(5) Results of routine monitoring and 
any project variations. 

(b) Submission of reports. Reports 
must be submitted to VA no later than 
15 calendar days after the close of each 
Federal fiscal quarter. 

(c) Additional reports. VA may request 
additional reports to allow VA to fully 
assess project accountability and effec-
tiveness. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 523 note) 

§ 64.18 Recovery of funds. 
(a) Recovery of funds. VA may termi-

nate a grant agreement with any RVCP 
grantee that does not comply with the 
terms of the RVCP agreement. VA may 
recover from the grantee any funds 
that are not used in accordance with a 
RVCP grant agreement. If VA decides 
to recover funds, VA will issue to the 
grantee a notice of intent to recover 
RVCP grant funds, and the grantee will 
then have 30 days beginning from the 
date of the notice to submit docu-
mentation demonstrating why the 
RVCP grant funds should not be recov-
ered. If the RVCP grantee does not re-
spond or if the grantee responds but VA 
determines the documentation is insuf-
ficient to establish compliance, VA 
will make a final determination as to 
whether action to recover the RVCP 
grant funds will be taken. 

(b) Prohibition of further grants. When 
VA determines action will be taken to 
recover grant funds from a grantee, the 
grantee will be prohibited from receiv-
ing any further RVCP grant funds for 
the duration of the pilot program. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 523 note) 

PART 70—VHA BENEFICIARY 
TRAVEL UNDER 38 U.S.C. 111 

Sec. 
70.1 Purpose and scope. 
70.2 Definitions. 
70.3 Determination of Secretary. 
70.4 Criteria for approval. 
70.10 Eligible persons. 
70.20 Application. 

70.21 Where to apply. 
70.30 Payment principles. 
70.31 Deductibles. 
70.32 Reimbursement or prior payment. 
70.40 Administrative procedures. 
70.41 Recovery of payments. 
70.42 False statements. 
70.50 Reduced fare requests. 

AUTHORITY: 38 U.S.C. 101, 111, 501, 1701, 1714, 
1720, 1728, 1782, 1783, E.O. 11302. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 36798, June 30, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 70.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) This part provides a mechanism 
under 38 U.S.C. 111 for the Veterans 
Health Administration (VHA) to make 
payments for travel expenses incurred 
in the United States to help veterans 
and other persons obtain care or serv-
ices from VHA. 

(b) This part does not cover payment 
for emergency transportation of vet-
erans for non-service-connected condi-
tions in non-VA facilities when the 
payment for transportation is covered 
by §§ 17.1000 through 17.1008 of this 
chapter, as authorized by 38 U.S.C. 1725. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 101, 111, 501, 1701, 1714, 
1720, 1728, 1782, 1783, E.O. 11302) 

§ 70.2 Definitions. 

For purposes of this part: 
Attendant means an individual trav-

eling with a beneficiary who is eligible 
for beneficiary travel and requires the 
aid and/or physical assistance of an-
other person. 

Beneficiary means a person deter-
mined eligible for VHA benefits. 

Claimant means a veteran who re-
ceived services (or his/her guardian) or 
the hospital, clinic, or community re-
source that provided the services, or 
the person other than the veteran who 
paid for the services. 

Clinician means a Physician, Physi-
cian Assistant (PA), Nurse Practitioner 
(NP), Psychologist, or other inde-
pendent licensed practitioner. 

Emergency treatment means treatment 
for a condition of such a nature that a 
prudent layperson would have reason-
ably expected that delay in seeking im-
mediate medical attention would have 
been hazardous to life or health (this 
standard would be met if there were an 
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