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applications. Such request would be 
made in a NOFA. 

(OMB has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this section that are 
within the scope of control numbers 0348–0043 
for Standard Form 424 & 0348–0041 for Stand-
ard Form 424C. The additional information 
collection requirements have been submitted 
to OMB and are pending OMB approval) 

§ 77.10 Peer review methods. 
(a) VA may subject both pre-applica-

tions and formal applications to a peer 
review process. For both competitive 
and noncompetitive applications, peer 
review will normally consist of written 
comments based on the selection cri-
teria established in § 77.5 and any 
weighting factors identified in the 
NOFA or conveyed in writing to the 
noncompetitive applicant, together 
with the assignment of numerical val-
ues. Peer review may occur at meet-
ings of peer reviewers that are held 
under VA oversight, through mail re-
views, or a combination of both. When 
advisable, site visits may also be em-
ployed. The method of peer review an-
ticipated for each announced competi-
tive program, including the weighting 
factors to be used by peer reviewers, 
will be specified in each NOFA. 

(b) When formal applications are re-
quired in response to a NOFA, an ini-
tial review will be conducted by quali-
fied VA staff, in order to eliminate 
from peer review consideration applica-
tions which do not meet minimum pro-
gram requirements. Such requirements 
as listed in § 77.5 and weighting factors 
will be specified in the NOFA. Applica-
tions determined to be qualified and el-
igible for further consideration may 
then be considered under the peer re-
view process. 

§ 77.11 Outreach required. 
(a) As a condition of receiving a 

grant under this part, an eligible enti-
ty must agree to conduct a joint out-
reach campaign with VA to inform all 
eligible veterans and separating mem-
bers of the Armed Forces with physical 
disabilities about the existence of the 
adaptive sports activities funded by the 
grant, as appropriate, and shall provide 
for, facilitate, and encourage participa-
tion of such veterans and separating 
members of the Armed Forces in pro-

grams under this part to the extent 
possible. 

(b) For grantees conducting adaptive 
sports activities at the community 
level, outreach must include active li-
aison with local VA and DoD facilities; 
State, local, and tribal governments; 
and VSOs, private agencies, and orga-
nizations providing adaptive sport ac-
tivities to disabled veterans and dis-
abled members of the Armed Forces to 
be served by the grantee. 

(c) For grantees conducting adaptive 
sports activities occurring at the na-
tional and regional levels, outreach 
must include active liaison with VA 
and DoD, State governments, VSOs, 
and private agencies and organizations 
providing adaptive sport services to 
disabled veterans and disabled mem-
bers of the Armed Forces to be served 
by the grantee and tailored as appro-
priate to the deliverables of the grant. 

(Authority: 38 USC 521A(e)) 

§ 77.12 Notice of funding availability. 
When funds are available for grants, 

VA will publish a NOFA in the OMB- 
designated government-wide Web site. 
The notice will identify: 

(a) The information required to be in 
notices of funding opportunities in 2 
CFR part 200; 

(b) The location for obtaining grant 
applications; 

(c) The date, time, and place for sub-
mitting completed grant applications; 

(d) The estimated amount and type of 
grant funding available; 

(e) The length of term for the grant 
award, covering the amount of time 
the award remains in effect through 
date of completion; 

(f) The minimum scores and scores 
per mandatory evaluation criteria area 
in § 77.5 that an applicant must receive 
in order for a grant to be considered for 
funding; and 

(g) The timeframe and manner for 
payments under the grant. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 521A) 

§ 77.13 Applications for noncompeti-
tive adaptive sports grants. 

(a) When VA identifies that an eligi-
ble entity is the only entity capable of 
providing an adaptive sports activity 
for disabled veterans and disabled 
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members of the Armed Forces, and VA 
determines that the award of a grant 
to this entity is warranted to enable 
adaptive sports activities for disabled 
veterans and disabled members of the 
Armed Forces, VA may request that 
entity to submit a grant application. 
To verify that only one entity is capa-
ble of providing an adaptive sports ac-
tivity: 

(1) VA must determine that the 
adaptive sports activity is available 
only from one eligible entity; 

(2) VA must receive a written state-
ment from an entity which verifies 
that a particular adaptive sports activ-
ity is only available from a named non- 
Federal entity; or 

(3) After VA attempts to find com-
petition for a grant by issuing a NOFA, 
VA receives only one application to 
provide the adaptive sports activity 
sought under the NOFA or having re-
ceived no applications, engages a quali-
fied adaptive sport entity to negotiate 
provision of the adaptive sports activ-
ity sought. 

(b) To submit an application for a 
noncompetitive adaptive sports grant, 
an applicant must obtain from VA an 
adaptive sports grant application pack-
age and submit to VA the information 
called for in the adaptive sports grant 
application package within the time 
period established in the NOFA. 

(c) The noncompetitive adaptive 
sports grant application must include: 

(1) Information regarding the pro-
gram design and supporting evidence 
directly linking the program to the 
achievement of the program’s objec-
tives; 

(2) Documentation on the eligibility 
of the applicant to receive an adaptive 
sports grant and on why the award of a 
noncompetitive grant is warranted; 

(3) Description of the type of adapt-
ive sports activities that would be pro-
vided; 

(4) Documentation concerning the es-
timated operating costs and operating 
budget for the adaptive sports activi-
ties for which a grant is sought; 

(5) Documentation that the applicant 
has the technical expertise needed; and 

(6) Reasonable assurances that if the 
applicant receives an adaptive sports 
grant under this part: 

(i) It will provide adequate financial 
and administrative support for pro-
viding the services set forth in the 
adaptive sports grant application and 
will actually provide such services; and 

(ii) It will keep records and submit 
reports as VA may reasonably require, 
within the time frames required; and 
give VA, upon demand, access to the 
records upon which such information is 
based. 

(The information collection requirements 
have been submitted to OMB and are pending 
OMB approval) 

§ 77.14 Grant agreements. 

(a) General. After a grant is approved 
for award, VA will draft a grant agree-
ment to be executed by VA and the 
grantee. Upon execution of the grant 
agreement, VA will obligate the grant 
amount. The grant agreement will in-
clude a provision requiring that the 
grantee will operate the program in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this 
part, 2 CFR part 200, and the grant ap-
plication. 

(b) Equipment. If grant funds will be 
used to procure or operate adaptive 
sports equipment to directly provide 
adaptive sports activities, the grant 
agreement must provide that: 

(1) Title to the adaptive sports equip-
ment vests solely in the grantee, or, for 
leased equipment, in an identified les-
sor; 

(2) The grantee will at a minimum, 
provide liability insurance for the 
adaptive sports equipment to the same 
extent they would insure adaptive 
sports equipment procured with their 
own funds; and 

(3) Adaptive sports equipment will be 
safe to use and maintained in accord-
ance with the manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations. 

(c) Use of funds for administrative and 
personnel expenses. (1) An eligible entity 
that receives a grant under this part 
may use a portion of the grant for ad-
ministrative expenses and personnel 
expenses of the eligible entity. The 
amount that may be used for such ex-
penses may not exceed: 

(i) In the case of a grant made for 
adaptive sports activities taking place 
during fiscal year 2014, 10 percent of 
the total amount of the grant; 
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