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other than the recipient or Federal 
agencies for work directly related to 
the site(s) covered under the contract 
for five years after the contract has 
terminated. The recipient agency may 
exempt the contractor from this re-
quirement through a written release. 
This release must include EPA concur-
rence. 

(3) Certification of independent price 
determination. The recipient must re-
quire that each contractor include in 
its bid or proposal a certification of 
independent price determination. This 
document certifies that no collusion, 
as defined by Federal and State anti-
trust laws, occurred during bid prepa-
ration. 

(4) Recipient’s Contractors. The recipi-
ent must require its contractor to com-
ply with the requirements in 
§§ 35.6270(a)(1) and (2); 35.6320 (a) and (b); 
35.6335; 35.6700; and 35.6705. For addi-
tional contractor requirements, see 
also § 35.6710(c); 35.6590(b); and 35.6610. 

[72 FR 24504, May 2, 2007, as amended at 73 
FR 15922, Mar. 26, 2008] 

§ 35.6555 Competition. 
The recipient must conduct all pro-

curement transactions in a manner 
providing maximum full and open com-
petition. 

(a) Restrictions on competition. Inap-
propriate restrictions on competition 
include the following: 

(1) Placing unreasonable require-
ments on firms in order for them to 
qualify to do business; 

(2) Requiring unnecessary experience 
and excessive bonding requirements; 

(3) Noncompetitive pricing practices 
between firms or between affiliated 
companies; 

(4) Noncompetitive awards to con-
sultants that are on retainer contracts; 

(5) Organizational conflicts of inter-
est; 

(6) Specifying only a ‘‘brand name’’ 
product, instead of allowing ‘‘an equal’’ 
product to be offered and describing 
the performance of other relevant re-
quirements of the procurement; and 

(7) Any arbitrary action in the pro-
curement process. 

(b) Geographic and Indian Tribe pref-
erences—(1) Geographic. When con-
ducting a procurement, the recipient 
must prohibit the use of statutorily or 

administratively imposed in-State or 
local geographical preferences in evalu-
ating bids or proposals. However, noth-
ing in this section preempts State li-
censing laws. In addition, when con-
tracting for architectural and engi-
neering (A/E) services, the recipient 
may use geographic location as a selec-
tion criterion, provided that when geo-
graphic location is used, its application 
leaves an appropriate number of quali-
fied firms, given the nature and size of 
the project, to compete for the con-
tract. 

(2) Indian Tribe. Any contract or sub-
contract awarded by an Indian Tribe or 
Indian intertribal consortium shall 
comply with the requirements of 40 
CFR 31.38, ‘‘Indian Self Determination 
Act.’’ 

(c) Written specifications. The recipi-
ent’s written specifications must in-
clude a clear and accurate description 
of the technical requirements and the 
qualitative nature of the material, 
product or service to be procured. 

(1) This description must not contain 
features which unduly restrict com-
petition, unless the features are nec-
essary to: 

(i) Test or demonstrate a specific 
thing; 

(ii) Provide for necessary inter-
changeability of parts and equipment; 
or 

(iii) Promote innovative tech-
nologies. 

(2) The recipient must avoid the use 
of detailed product specifications if at 
all possible. 

(d) Public notice. When soliciting bids 
or proposals, the recipient must allow 
sufficient time (generally 30 calendar 
days) between public notice of the pro-
posed project and the deadline for re-
ceipt of bids or proposals. The recipient 
must publish the public notice in pro-
fessional journals, newspapers, or pub-
lications of general circulation over a 
reasonable area. 

(e) Prequalified lists. Recipients may 
use prequalified lists of persons, firms, 
or products to acquire goods and serv-
ices. The list must be current and in-
clude enough qualified sources to en-
sure maximum open and free competi-
tion. Recipients must not preclude po-
tential bidders from qualifying during 
the solicitation period. 
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