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system failures, using a malfunction 
alarm and remote notification system, 
where such systems are available, or 
continuously monitor under an equiva-
lent alternative protocol upon prior 
written approval by the EPA; 

(2) Perform a physical inspection of 
all equipment associated with each en-
closed combustor, utility flare, and pit 
flare each time an operator is on site, 
at a minimum quarterly, to ensure sys-
tem integrity; 

(3) Monitor for visible smoke during 
operation of any enclosed combustor, 
utility flare or pit flare each time an 
operator is on site, at a minimum quar-
terly. Upon observation of visible 
smoke, use EPA Reference Method 22 
of 40 CFR part 60, Appendix A, to deter-
mine whether visible smoke emissions 
are present. The observation period 
shall be 2 hours. Visible smoke emis-
sions are present if smoke is observed 
for more than 5 minutes in any 2 con-
secutive hours; and 

(4) Respond to any observation of any 
continuous burning pilot flame failure, 
electronically controlled automatic ig-
niter failure, or improper monitoring 
equipment operation and ensure the 
equipment is returned to proper oper-
ation as soon as practicable and safely 
possible after an observation or an 
alarm sounds. 

(h) Where sufficient to meet the mon-
itoring and recordkeeping require-
ments in §§ 49.4166 and 49.4167, the 
owner or operator may use a Super-
visory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) system to monitor and record 
the required data in §§ 49.4161 through 
49.4168. 

(i) Other Monitoring Options. The 
owner or operator may use equivalent 
methods of monitoring other than 
those listed above upon prior written 
approval by the EPA. 

§ 49.4167 Recordkeeping requirements. 
(a) Each owner or operator must 

maintain the following records: 
(1) The measured barrels of oil pro-

duced at the oil and natural gas pro-
duction facility each time the oil is un-
loaded from the produced oil storage 
tanks; 

(2) The volume of produced natural 
gas sent to each enclosed combustor, 
utility flare, and pit flare at all times; 

(3) The volume of natural gas emis-
sions from the produced oil storage 
tanks and produced water storage 
tanks sent to each enclosed combustor, 
utility flare, and pit flare at all times; 

(4) A summary of each oil and nat-
ural gas well completion operation and 
recompletion operation at an oil and 
natural gas production facility. Each 
summary shall include: 

(i) The latitude and longitude loca-
tion of the oil and natural gas well in 
decimal format; 

(ii) The date, time, and duration in 
hours of flowback from the oil and nat-
ural gas well; 

(iii) The date, time, and duration in 
hours of any venting of casinghead nat-
ural gas from the oil and natural gas 
well; and 

(iv) Specific reasons for each in-
stance of venting in lieu of capture or 
combustion. 

(5) For each enclosed combustor, util-
ity flare, and pit flare at an oil and 
natural gas production facility: 

(i) Written, site-specific designs, op-
erating instructions, operating proce-
dures and maintenance schedules; 

(ii) Records of all required moni-
toring of operations; 

(iii) Records of any deviations from 
the operating parameters specified by 
the written site-specific designs, oper-
ating instructions, and operating pro-
cedures. The records must include the 
enclosed combustor, utility flare, or pit 
flare’s total operating time during 
which a deviation occurred, the date, 
time and length of time that deviations 
occurred, and the corrective actions 
taken and any preventative measures 
adopted to operate the device within 
that operating parameter; 

(iv) Records of any instances in 
which the pilot flame is not present, 
electronically controlled automatic ig-
niter is not functioning, or the moni-
toring equipment is not functioning in 
the enclosed combustor, the utility 
flare, or the pit flare, the date and 
times of the occurrence, the corrective 
actions taken, and any preventative 
measures adopted to prevent recur-
rence of the occurrence; 

(v) Records of any instances in which 
a recording device installed to record 
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data from the enclosed combustor, util-
ity flare, or pit flare is not operational; 
and 

(vi) Records of any time periods in 
which visible smoke emissions are ob-
served emanating from the enclosed 
combustor, utility flare, or pit flare. 

(6) For each pit flare at an oil and 
natural gas production facility, a dem-
onstration of compliance with the use 
restrictions set forth in 
§ 49.4165(d)(2)(ii) is made by keeping 
records in a log book, or similar re-
cording system, during each period of 
time that the pit flare is operating. 
The records must contain the following 
information: 

(i) Date and time the pit flare was 
started up and subsequently shut down; 

(ii) Total hours operated when pipe-
line injection was temporarily infeasi-
ble for the current calendar month plus 
the previous consecutive eleven (11) 
calendar months; and 

(iii) Brief descriptions of the jus-
tification for each period of operation. 

(7) Records of any instances in which 
any closed-vent system or control de-
vice was bypassed or down, the reason 
for each incident, its duration, the vol-
ume of natural gas emissions released, 
and the corrective actions taken and 
any preventative measures adopted to 
avoid such bypasses or downtimes; and 

(8) Documentation of all produced oil 
storage tank and produced water stor-
age tank inspections required in 
§ 49.4166(e) and (f). All inspection 
records must include, at a minimum, 
the following information: 

(i) The date of the inspection; 
(ii) The findings of the inspection; 
(iii) Any adjustments or repairs made 

as a result of the inspections, and the 
date of the adjustment or repair; and 

(iv) The inspector’s name and signa-
ture. 

(b) Each owner or operator must keep 
all records required by this section on-
site at the facility or at the location 
that has day-to-day operational con-
trol over the facility and must make 
the records available to the EPA upon 
request. 

(c) Each owner or operator must re-
tain all records required by this section 
for a period of at least five (5) years 
from the date the record was created. 

§ 49.4168 Notification and reporting 
requirements. 

(a) Each owner or operator must sub-
mit any documents required under this 
section to: U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Region 8 Office of En-
forcement, Compliance & Environ-
mental Justice, Air Toxics and Tech-
nical Enforcement Program, 8ENF–AT, 
1595 Wynkoop Street, Denver, Colorado 
80202. Documents may be submitted 
electronically to 
r8airreportenforcement@epa.gov. 

(b) Each owner and operator must 
submit an annual report containing the 
information specified in paragraphs 
(b)(1) through (4) of this section. Each 
annual report is due August 15th every 
year and must cover all information 
for the previous calendar year. The ini-
tial report must cover the cumulative 
information for that year. If you own 
or operate more than one oil and nat-
ural gas production facility, you may 
submit one report for multiple oil and 
natural gas production facilities pro-
vided the report contains all of the in-
formation required as specified in para-
graphs (b)(1) through (4) of this section. 
Annual reports may coincide with title 
V reports as long as all the required 
elements of the annual report are in-
cluded. The EPA may approve a com-
mon schedule on which reports re-
quired by §§ 49.4161 through 49.4168 may 
be submitted as long as the schedule 
does not extend the reporting period. 

(1) The company name and the ad-
dress of the oil and natural gas produc-
tion facility or facilities. 

(2) An identification of each oil and 
natural gas production facility being 
included in the annual report. 

(3) The beginning and ending dates of 
the reporting period. 

(4) For each oil and natural gas pro-
duction facility, the information in 
paragraphs (b)(4)(i) through (iv) of this 
section. 

(i) A summary of all required records 
identifying each oil and natural gas 
well completion or recompletion oper-
ation for each oil and natural gas pro-
duction facility conducted during the 
reporting period; 

(ii) An identification of the first date 
of production for each oil and natural 
gas well at each oil and natural gas 
production facility that commenced 
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