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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.341 

Subpart N—National Emission 
Standards for Chromium Emis-
sions From Hard and Decora-
tive Chromium Electroplating 
and Chromium Anodizing 
Tanks 

SOURCE: 60 FR 4963, Jan. 25, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 63.340 Applicability and designation 
of sources. 

(a) The affected source to which the 
provisions of this subpart apply is each 
chromium electroplating or chromium 
anodizing tank at facilities performing 
hard chromium electroplating, decora-
tive chromium electroplating, or chro-
mium anodizing. 

(b) Owners or operators of affected 
sources subject to the provisions of 
this subpart must also comply with the 
requirements of subpart A of this part, 
according to the applicability of sub-
part A of this part to such sources, as 
identified in Table 1 of this subpart. 

(c) Process tanks associated with a 
chromium electroplating or chromium 
anodizing process, but in which neither 
chromium electroplating nor chro-
mium anodizing is taking place, are 
not subject to the provisions of this 
subpart. Examples of such tanks in-
clude, but are not limited to, rinse 
tanks, etching tanks, and cleaning 
tanks. Likewise, tanks that contain a 
chromium solution, but in which no 
electrolytic process occurs, are not 
subject to this subpart. An example of 
such a tank is a chrome conversion 
coating tank where no electrical cur-
rent is applied. 

(d) Affected sources in which re-
search and laboratory operations are 
performed are exempt from the provi-
sions of this subpart when such oper-
ations are taking place. 

(e) If you are an owner or operator of 
an area source subject to this subpart, 
you are exempt from the obligation to 
obtain a permit under 40 CFR part 70 or 
71, provided you are not required to ob-
tain a permit under 40 CFR 70.3(a) or 
71.3(a) for a reason other than your sta-
tus as an area source under this sub-
part. Notwithstanding the previous 
sentence, you must continue to comply 

with the provisions of this subpart ap-
plicable to area sources. 

[60 FR 4963, Jan. 25, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 27787, June 3, 1996; 64 FR 69643, Dec. 14, 
1999; 70 FR 75345, Dec. 19, 2005] 

§ 63.341 Definitions and nomenclature. 
(a) Definitions. Terms used in this 

subpart are defined in the Act, in sub-
part A of this part, or in this section. 
For the purposes of subpart N of this 
part, if the same term is defined in sub-
part A of this part and in this section, 
it shall have the meaning given in this 
section. 

Add-on air pollution control device 
means equipment installed in the ven-
tilation system of chromium electro-
plating and anodizing tanks for the 
purposes of collecting and containing 
chromium emissions from the tank(s). 

Affirmative defense means, in the con-
text of an enforcement proceeding, a 
response or a defense put forward by a 
defendant, regarding which the defend-
ant has the burden of proof, and the 
merits of which are independently and 
objectively evaluated in a judicial or 
administrative proceeding. 

Air pollution control technique means 
any method, such as an add-on air pol-
lution control device or a chemical 
fume suppressant, that is used to re-
duce chromium emissions from chro-
mium electroplating and chromium an-
odizing tanks. 

Base metal means the metal or metal 
alloy that comprises the workpiece. 

Bath component means the trade or 
brand name of each component(s) in 
trivalent chromium plating baths. For 
trivalent chromium baths, the bath 
composition is proprietary in most 
cases. Therefore, the trade or brand 
name for each component(s) can be 
used; however, the chemical name of 
the wetting agent contained in that 
component must be identified. 

Chemical fume suppressant means any 
chemical agent that reduces or sup-
presses fumes or mists at the surface of 
an electroplating or anodizing bath; 
another term for fume suppressant is 
mist suppressant. 

Chromic acid means the common 
name for chromium anhydride (CrO3). 

Chromium anodizing means the elec-
trolytic process by which an oxide 
layer is produced on the surface of a 
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