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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.8184 

Citation Subject Explanation 

§ 63.10(f) ................................... Waiver for Recordkeeping/Re-
porting.

Yes. 

§ 63.11 ....................................... Control and work practice re-
quirements.

Yes 

§ 63.12 ....................................... Delegation ............................... Yes. 
§ 63.13 ....................................... Addresses ............................... Yes. 
§ 63.14 ....................................... Incorporation by Reference .... Yes. 
§ 63.15 ....................................... Availability of Information ........ Yes. 

[68 FR 69185, Dec. 11, 2003, as amended at 71 FR 20468, Apr. 20, 2006; 73 FR 78216, Dec. 22, 2008] 

Subpart IIIII—National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants: Mercury Emissions 
From Mercury Cell Chlor-Al-
kali Plants 

SOURCE: 68 FR 70928, Dec. 19, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

WHAT THIS SUBPART COVERS 

§ 63.8180 What is the purpose of this 
subpart? 

This subpart establishes national 
emission standards for hazardous air 
pollutants (NESHAP) for affected 
sources of mercury emissions at mer-
cury cell chlor-alkali plants. This sub-
part also establishes requirements to 
demonstrate initial and continuous 
compliance with all applicable emis-
sion limitations and work practice 
standards in this subpart. 

§ 63.8182 Am I subject to this subpart? 
(a) You are subject to this subpart if 

you own or operate a mercury cell 
chlor-alkali plant. 

(b) You are required to obtain a title 
V permit, whether your affected source 
is a part of a major source of hazardous 
air pollutant (HAP) emissions or a part 
of an area source of HAP emissions. A 
major source of HAP is a source that 
emits or has the potential to emit any 
single HAP at a rate of 10 tons or more 
per year or any combination of HAP at 
a rate of 25 tons or more per year. An 
area source of HAP is a source that has 
the potential to emit HAP but is not a 
major source. Nothing in this subpart 
revises how affected sources are aggre-
gated for purposes of determining 
whether an affected source is a part of 
an area, nonmajor, or major source 
under any provisions of the Clean Air 

Act (CAA) or EPA’s regulations. For 
information on aggregating affected 
sources to determine what is a source 
under title V, see the definition of 
major source in 40 CFR 70.2, 71.2 and 
63.2. 

(c) Beginning on December 19, 2006, 
the provisions of subpart E of 40 CFR 
part 61 that apply to mercury chlor-al-
kali plants, which are listed in para-
graphs (c)(1) through (3) of this section, 
are no longer applicable. 

(1) § 61.52(a); 
(2) § 61.53(b) and (c); and 
(3) § 61.55(b), (c) and (d). 

§ 63.8184 What parts of my plant does 
this subpart cover? 

(a) This subpart applies to each af-
fected source at a plant site where 
chlorine and caustic are produced in 
mercury cells. This subpart applies to 
two types of affected sources: the mer-
cury cell chlor-alkali production facil-
ity, as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section; and the mercury recovery 
facility, as defined in paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section. 

(1) The mercury cell chlor-alkali pro-
duction facility designates an affected 
source consisting of all cell rooms and 
ancillary operations used in the manu-
facture of product chlorine, product 
caustic, and by-product hydrogen at a 
plant site. This subpart covers mercury 
emissions from by-product hydrogen 
streams, end box ventilation system 
vents, and fugitive emission sources as-
sociated with cell rooms, hydrogen sys-
tems, caustic systems, and storage 
areas for mercury-containing wastes. 

(2) The mercury recovery facility 
designates an affected source con-
sisting of all processes and associated 
operations needed for mercury recov-
ery from wastes at a plant site. This 
subpart covers mercury emissions from 
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mercury thermal recovery unit vents 
and fugitive emission sources associ-
ated with storage areas for mercury- 
containing wastes. 

(b) An affected source at your mer-
cury cell chlor-alkali plant is existing 
if you commenced construction of the 
affected source before July 3, 2002. 

(c) A mercury recovery facility is a 
new affected source if you commence 
construction or reconstruction of the 
affected source after July 3, 2002. An af-
fected source is reconstructed if it 
meets the definition of ‘‘reconstruc-
tion’’ in § 63.2. 

§ 63.8186 When do I have to comply 
with this subpart? 

(a) If you have an existing affected 
source, you must comply with each 
emission limitation, work practice 
standard, and recordkeeping and re-
porting requirement in this subpart 
that applies to you no later than De-
cember 19, 2006. 

(b) If you have a new or recon-
structed mercury recovery facility and 
its initial startup date is on or before 
December 19, 2003, you must comply 
with each emission limitation, work 
practice standard, and recordkeeping 
and reporting requirement in this sub-
part that applies to you by December 
19, 2003. 

(c) If you have a new or recon-
structed mercury recovery facility and 
its initial startup date is after Decem-
ber 19, 2003, you must comply with each 
emission limitation, work practice 
standard, and recordkeeping and re-
porting requirement in this subpart 
that applies to you upon initial start-
up. 

(d) You must meet the notification 
and schedule requirements in § 63.8252. 
Several of these notifications must be 
submitted before the compliance date 
for your affected source(s). 

EMISSION LIMITATIONS AND WORK 
PRACTICE STANDARDS 

§ 63.8190 What emission limitations 
must I meet? 

(a) Emission limits. You must meet 
each emission limit in paragraphs 
(a)(1) through (3) of this section that 
applies to you. 

(1) New or reconstructed mercury cell 
chlor-alkali production facility. Emis-
sions of mercury are prohibited from a 
new or reconstructed mercury cell 
chlor-alkali production facility. 

(2) Existing mercury cell chlor-alkali 
production facility. During any con-
secutive 52-week period, you must not 
discharge to the atmosphere total mer-
cury emissions in excess of the applica-
ble limit in paragraph (a)(2)(i) or (ii) of 
this section calculated using the proce-
dures in § 63.8243(a). 

(i) 0.076 grams of mercury per 
megagram of chlorine produced (1.5 × 
10¥4 pounds of mercury per ton of chlo-
rine produced) from all by-product hy-
drogen streams and all end box ventila-
tion system vents when both types of 
emission points are present. 

(ii) 0.033 grams of mercury per 
megagram of chlorine produced (6.59 × 
10¥5 pounds of mercury per ton of chlo-
rine produced) from all by-product hy-
drogen streams when end box ventila-
tion systems are not present. 

(3) New, reconstructed, or existing 
mercury recovery facility. You must 
not discharge to the atmosphere mer-
cury emissions in excess of the applica-
ble limit in paragraph (a)(3)(i) or (ii) of 
this section. 

(i) 23 milligrams per dry standard 
cubic meter from each oven type mer-
cury thermal recovery unit vent. 

(ii) 4 milligrams per dry standard 
cubic meter from each non-oven type 
mercury thermal recovery unit vent. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 63.8192 What work practice stand-
ards must I meet? 

You must meet the work practice re-
quirements specified in paragraphs (a) 
through (f) of this section. As an alter-
native to the requirements specified in 
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion, you may choose to comply with 
paragraph (g) of this section. 

(a) You must meet the work practice 
standards in Tables 1 through 4 to this 
subpart, except as specified in para-
graph (g) of this section. 

(b) You must adhere to the response 
intervals specified in Tables 1 through 
4 to this subpart at all times. Non-
adherence to the intervals in Tables 1 
through 4 to this subpart constitutes a 
deviation and must be documented and 
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