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(c) A vehicle shall fail the OBD test if 
the MIL is commanded to be illumi-
nated for one or more diagnostic trou-
ble codes (DTCs), as described in 40 
CFR 86.1806. 

§ 85.2222 Onboard diagnostic test pro-
cedures. 

The test sequence for the OBD in-
spection shall consist of the following 
steps: 

(a) The OBD inspection shall be con-
ducted with the key-on/engine running, 
with the exception of inspecting for 
MIL illumination as required in para-
graph (d)(4) of this section, during 
which the inspection shall be con-
ducted with the key-on/engine off. 

(b) The inspector shall locate the ve-
hicle connector and plug the test sys-
tem into the connector. 

(c) The test system shall send a Mode 
$01, PID $01 request in accordance with 
40 CFR 86.1806 to determine the OBD 
evaluation status. The test system 
shall determine what monitors are sup-
ported by the OBD system, and perform 
the readiness evaluation for applicable 
monitors in accordance with the re-
quirements and specifications in 40 
CFR 86.1806. 

(1) Coincident with the beginning of 
mandatory testing, repair, and re-
testing based upon the OBD test, if the 
readiness evaluation indicates that any 
onboard tests are not complete, the 
customer shall be instructed to return 
after the vehicle has been run under 
conditions that allow completion of all 
applicable onboard tests. If the readi-
ness evaluation again indicates that 
any onboard test is not complete, the 
vehicle shall be failed. 

(2) An exception to paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section is allowed for MY 1996 to 
MY 2000 vehicles, inclusive, with two or 
fewer unset readiness monitors, and for 
MY 2001 and newer vehicles with no 
more than one unset readiness mon-
itor. Vehicles from those model years 
which would otherwise pass the OBD 
inspection, but for the unset readiness 
code in question, may be issued a pass-
ing certificate without being required 
to operate the vehicle in such a way as 
to activate those particular monitors. 
Vehicles from those model years with 
an unset readiness code that also have 
a DTC stored resulting in an illumi-

nated MIL must be failed, though set-
ting the unset readiness flag in ques-
tion shall not be a prerequisite for 
passing the retest. 

(d) The test system shall evaluate 
the MIL status bit and record status 
information in the vehicle test record. 

(1) If the MIL status bit indicates 
that the MIL has been commanded to 
be illuminated, the test system shall 
send a Mode $03 request in accordance 
with 40 CFR 86.1806 to determine the 
stored DTCs. The system shall repeat 
this cycle until the number of codes re-
ported equals the number expected 
based on the Mode $01 response. All 
DTCs resulting in MIL illumination 
shall be recorded in the vehicle test 
record and the vehicle shall fail the 
OBD inspection. 

(2) If the MIL bit is not commanded 
to be illuminated the vehicle shall pass 
the OBD inspection, even if DTCs are 
present. 

(3) If the MIL bit is commanded to be 
illuminated, the inspector shall vis-
ually inspect the MIL to determine if it 
is illuminated. If the MIL is com-
manded to be illuminated but is not, 
the vehicle shall fail the OBD inspec-
tion. 

(4) If the MIL does not illuminate at 
all when the vehicle is in the key-on/ 
engine-off condition, the vehicle shall 
fail the OBD inspection, even if no 
DTCs are present and the MIL has not 
been commanded on. 

§ 85.2223 Onboard diagnostic test re-
port. 

(a) Motorists whose vehicles fail the 
OBD test described in § 85.2222 shall be 
provided with the OBD test results, in-
cluding the codes retrieved, the name 
of the component or system associated 
with each DTC, the status of the MIL 
illumination command, and the cus-
tomer alert statement as stated in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) In addition to any codes that were 
retrieved, the test report shall include 
the following language: 

Your vehicle’s computerized self-di-
agnostic system (OBD) registered the 
faults listed below. The faults are prob-
ably an indication of a malfunction of 
an emission component. However, mul-
tiple and/or seemingly unrelated faults 
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may be an indication of an emission-re-
lated problem that occurred pre-
viously, but upon further evaluation by 
the OBD system was determined to be 
only temporary. Therefore, proper di-
agnosis by a qualified technician is re-
quired to positively identify the source 
of any emission-related problem. 

§ 85.2231 Onboard diagnostic test 
equipment requirements. 

(a) The test system interface to the 
vehicle shall include a plug that con-
forms to the requirements and speci-
fications of 40 CFR 86.1806. 

(b) The test system shall be capable 
of communicating with the standard 
data link connector of vehicles with 
certified OBD systems. 

(c) The test system shall be capable 
of checking for OBD monitors and the 
evaluation status of supported mon-
itors (test complete/test not complete) 
in Mode $01 PID $01, as well as be able 
to request the DTCs, consistent with 
the requirements and specifications of 
40 CFR 86.1806. 

Subpart X—Determination of 
Model Year for Motor Vehi-
cles and Engines Used in 
Motor Vehicles Under Section 
177 and Part A of Title II of the 
Clean Air Act 

SOURCE: 60 FR 4738, Jan. 24, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 85.2301 Applicability. 
The definitions provided by this sub-

part are effective February 23, 1995 and 
apply to all light-duty motor vehicles 
and trucks, heavy-duty motor vehicles 
and heavy-duty engines used in motor 
vehicles, and on-highway motorcycles 
as such vehicles and engines are regu-
lated under section 177 and Title II part 
A of the Clean Air Act. 

§ 85.2302 Definition of model year. 
Model year means the manufactur-

er’s annual production period (as deter-
mined under § 85.2304) which includes 
January 1 of such calendar year, pro-
vided, that if the manufacturer has no 
annual production period, the term 
‘‘model year’’ shall mean the calendar 
year. 

§ 85.2303 Duration of model year. 
A specific model year must always 

include January 1 of the calendar year 
for which it is designated and may not 
include a January 1 of any other cal-
endar year. Thus, the maximum dura-
tion of a model year is one calendar 
year plus 364 days. 

§ 85.2304 Definition of production pe-
riod. 

(a) The ‘‘annual production period’’ 
for all models within an engine family 
of light-duty motor vehicles, heavy- 
duty motor vehicles and engines, and 
on-highway motorcycles begins either: 
when any vehicle or engine within the 
engine family is first produced; or on 
January 2 of the calendar year pre-
ceding the year for which the model 
year is designated, whichever date is 
later. The annual production period 
ends either: When the last such vehicle 
or engine is produced; or on December 
31 of the calendar year for which the 
model year is named, whichever date is 
sooner. 

(b) The date when a vehicle or engine 
is first produced is the ‘‘Job 1 date,’’ 
which is defined as that calendar date 
on which a manufacturer completes all 
manufacturing and assembling proc-
esses necessary to produce the first 
saleable unit of the designated model 
which is in all material respects the 
same as the vehicle or engine described 
in the manufacturer’s application for 
certification. The ‘‘Job 1 date’’ may be 
a date earlier in time than the date on 
which the certificate of conformity is 
issued. 

§ 85.2305 Duration and applicability of 
certificates of conformity. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, a certificate of con-
formity is deemed to be effective and 
cover the vehicles or engines named in 
such certificate and produced during 
the annual production period, as de-
fined in § 85.2304. 

(b) Section 203 of the Clean Air Act 
prohibits the sale, offering for sale, de-
livery for introduction into commerce, 
and introduction into commerce, of 
any new vehicle or engine not covered 
by a certificate of conformity unless it 
is an imported vehicle exempted by the 
Administrator or otherwise authorized 
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