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§ 1501.2 Apply NEPA early in the proc-
ess.

Agencies shall integrate the NEPA 

process with other planning at the ear-

liest possible time to insure that plan-

ning and decisions reflect environ-

mental values, to avoid delays later in 

the process, and to head off potential 

conflicts. Each agency shall: 

(a) Comply with the mandate of sec-

tion 102(2)(A) to ‘‘utilize a systematic, 

interdisciplinary approach which will 

insure the integrated use of the natural 

and social sciences and the environ-

mental design arts in planning and in 

decisionmaking which may have an im-

pact on man’s environment,’’ as speci-

fied by § 1507.2. 

(b) Identify environmental effects 

and values in adequate detail so they 

can be compared to economic and tech-

nical analyses. Environmental docu-

ments and appropriate analyses shall 

be circulated and reviewed at the same 

time as other planning documents. 

(c) Study, develop, and describe ap-

propriate alternatives to recommended 

courses of action in any proposal which 

involves unresolved conflicts con-

cerning alternative uses of available 

resources as provided by section 

102(2)(E) of the Act. 

(d) Provide for cases where actions 

are planned by private applicants or 

other non-Federal entities before Fed-

eral involvement so that: 

(1) Policies or designated staff are 

available to advise potential applicants 

of studies or other information 

foreseeably required for later Federal 

action.

(2) The Federal agency consults early 

with appropriate State and local agen-

cies and Indian tribes and with inter-

ested private persons and organizations 

when its own involvement is reason-

ably foreseeable. 

(3) The Federal agency commences 

its NEPA process at the earliest pos-

sible time. 

§ 1501.3 When to prepare an environ-
mental assessment. 

(a) Agencies shall prepare an environ-

mental assessment (§ 1508.9) when nec-

essary under the procedures adopted by 

individual agencies to supplement 

these regulations as described in 

§ 1507.3. An assessment is not necessary 

if the agency has decided to prepare an 

environmental impact statement. 

(b) Agencies may prepare an environ-

mental assessment on any action at 

any time in order to assist agency 

planning and decisionmaking. 

§ 1501.4 Whether to prepare an envi-
ronmental impact statement. 

In determining whether to prepare an 

environmental impact statement the 

Federal agency shall: 

(a) Determine under its procedures 

supplementing these regulations (de-

scribed in § 1507.3) whether the proposal 

is one which: 

(1) Normally requires an environ-

mental impact statement, or 

(2) Normally does not require either 

an environmental impact statement or 

an environmental assessment (categor-

ical exclusion). 

(b) If the proposed action is not cov-

ered by paragraph (a) of this section, 

prepare an environmental assessment 

(§ 1508.9). The agency shall involve envi-

ronmental agencies, applicants, and 

the public, to the extent practicable, in 

preparing assessments required by 

§ 1508.9(a)(1). 

(c) Based on the environmental as-

sessment make its determination 

whether to prepare an environmental 

impact statement. 

(d) Commence the scoping process 

(§ 1501.7), if the agency will prepare an 

environmental impact statement. 

(e) Prepare a finding of no significant 

impact (§ 1508.13), if the agency deter-

mines on the basis of the environ-

mental assessment not to prepare a 

statement.

(1) The agency shall make the finding 

of no significant impact available to 

the affected public as specified in 

§ 1506.6. 

(2) In certain limited circumstances, 

which the agency may cover in its pro-

cedures under § 1507.3, the agency shall 

make the finding of no significant im-

pact available for public review (in-

cluding State and areawide clearing-

houses) for 30 days before the agency 

makes its final determination whether 

to prepare an environmental impact 

statement and before the action may 

begin. The circumstances are: 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 14:57 Oct 20, 2014 Jkt 232181 PO 00000 Frm 01092 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\232181.XXX 232181rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



1083

Council on Environmental Quality § 1501.6 

(i) The proposed action is, or is close-

ly similar to, one which normally re-

quires the preparation of an environ-

mental impact statement under the 

procedures adopted by the agency pur-

suant to § 1507.3, or 

(ii) The nature of the proposed action 

is one without precedent. 

§ 1501.5 Lead agencies. 
(a) A lead agency shall supervise the 

preparation of an environmental im-

pact statement if more than one Fed-

eral agency either: 

(1) Proposes or is involved in the 

same action; or 

(2) Is involved in a group of actions 

directly related to each other because 

of their functional interdependence or 

geographical proximity. 

(b) Federal, State, or local agencies, 

including at least one Federal agency, 

may act as joint lead agencies to pre-

pare an environmental impact state-

ment (§ 1506.2). 

(c) If an action falls within the provi-

sions of paragraph (a) of this section 

the potential lead agencies shall deter-

mine by letter or memorandum which 

agency shall be the lead agency and 

which shall be cooperating agencies. 

The agencies shall resolve the lead 

agency question so as not to cause 

delay. If there is disagreement among 

the agencies, the following factors 

(which are listed in order of descending 

importance) shall determine lead agen-

cy designation: 

(1) Magnitude of agency’s involve-

ment.

(2) Project approval/disapproval au-

thority.

(3) Expertise concerning the action’s 

environmental effects. 

(4) Duration of agency’s involvement. 

(5) Sequence of agency’s involve-

ment.

(d) Any Federal agency, or any State 

or local agency or private person sub-

stantially affected by the absence of 

lead agency designation, may make a 

written request to the potential lead 

agencies that a lead agency be des-

ignated.

(e) If Federal agencies are unable to 

agree on which agency will be the lead 

agency or if the procedure described in 

paragraph (c) of this section has not re-

sulted within 45 days in a lead agency 

designation, any of the agencies or per-

sons concerned may file a request with 

the Council asking it to determine 

which Federal agency shall be the lead 

agency.

A copy of the request shall be trans-

mitted to each potential lead agency. 

The request shall consist of: 

(1) A precise description of the nature 

and extent of the proposed action. 

(2) A detailed statement of why each 

potential lead agency should or should 

not be the lead agency under the cri-

teria specified in paragraph (c) of this 

section.

(f) A response may be filed by any po-

tential lead agency concerned within 20 

days after a request is filed with the 

Council. The Council shall determine 

as soon as possible but not later than 

20 days after receiving the request and 

all responses to it which Federal agen-

cy shall be the lead agency and which 

other Federal agencies shall be cooper-

ating agencies. 

[43 FR 55992, Nov. 29, 1978; 44 FR 873, Jan. 3, 

1979]

§ 1501.6 Cooperating agencies. 
The purpose of this section is to em-

phasize agency cooperation early in the 

NEPA process. Upon request of the lead 

agency, any other Federal agency 

which has jurisdiction by law shall be a 

cooperating agency. In addition any 

other Federal agency which has special 

expertise with respect to any environ-

mental issue, which should be ad-

dressed in the statement may be a co-

operating agency upon request of the 

lead agency. An agency may request 

the lead agency to designate it a co-

operating agency. 

(a) The lead agency shall: 

(1) Request the participation of each 

cooperating agency in the NEPA proc-

ess at the earliest possible time. 

(2) Use the environmental analysis 

and proposals of cooperating agencies 

with jurisdiction by law or special ex-

pertise, to the maximum extent pos-

sible consistent with its responsibility 

as lead agency. 

(3) Meet with a cooperating agency at 

the latter’s request. 

(b) Each cooperating agency shall: 

(1) Participate in the NEPA process 

at the earliest possible time. 
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